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to lay theſe Diſ. 


courſes at your 
feet, being a brief 
A2 expla- 
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of God. Whilſt his M- 
'JESTY 'S great mind is em- 
ployed in the extended 
affairs of his nt, | 


any interpellation would be 
a publick injury, But we 
of the Clergy, and I the 
leaſt among my Brethren, 
are encouraged to bring 
theſe our offerings to-Your 
Magzerr ; into whoſe heart 


0 


one of — beſt. of Princes, 
Hezekiah ; who ſpake com- 
 fortably to the Levuites, that 
taught the good knowledge. 
the Lord. 


Neither is Youz Majzs- 
TY's zealous regard to the 
Order limited to perſor 
but extended to their po- 
{terity, by your late muni- 
ficent Benefaction to their 

widows and orphans: a Te- 
ſtimony of Royal favour 
A 3 not 


i 


1 

9 . N 
1 
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CATION. 


DED. 


not inferior to the ori iginal 
Grant, or the late gracious 
Enlargement of our Char: 
ter: and which will ever 
be acknowledged by us in 


returns of equal Loyalty; | 
with which our Fathers 
ſuffered, and in confidera- 


tion of which our —_ 
ration was Founded. 


If ag Mitre ard 


| hereatibey condeſcend 


employ a few minutes is 


the peruſal of theſe obſer- 
vations, and it will ask not 
many ; among the excel- 


Watte of our r Liturgy this 
666-0", 8 * 


A. 


that beſt and ſureſt foun- 
dation, that it is to be paid 
to them as God's Miniſters, 
and therefore in God and 


| DEDICATION: 


will appear to be one, that 
it is the great preſerver and 


as it lays the doctrine of | 


for God; ſo it confirms 


thoſe Principles by corre- 
ſpondent Prayers, repeated 
in each diſtinct Office. If 
theſe repetitions be deem- 
ed tautologies, they are 


ſuch as we glory in. For 
theſe are thoſe arms, which 


| Bans uſed or urged will take 
N A 4 heaven 
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8 n violence, and will 
prove more defenſive of the 
Thr one, than all that are 
provided in fleets and ar-. 
mies. Theſe, and theſe a- 
lone, our ſacred Order are 
commiſſioned and com- 
manded to uſe daily before 
the Lord, the King of Kings, 
that he may ſend down 
health and felicity upon 
Von Majesrizs ſacred Per. 
ſons, length and ſtability to 
your Reign, and perpetuity 
toyour Royal Houſe. What 
is my. bounden duty and 
ſervice in the ſanctuary, I 
think e ſuch in the 


* 


» 


{ 


Family and Cloſet; and in 
my ſtation to appear a mi- 1 
niſter of Chriſt, by pro-., r 
ving myſelf upon all occa + 
ſions, | „ 


May it pleaſe Your MajzoTy, 


Your MajnoTYs • 


* 


muſt Ba and — © 


moſs obedient ſubjet, : 2 4 
Thomas Bifle, 
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— E world may very juſtly 
W expect an Apology from me 
5 for publiſhing theſe Dif- 
8 "after fo many large works al- 
ready written upon our Liturgy, that 
have been recerved with general appro- 
bation. But as yet theſe have been the 
better recerved, becauſe written in diffe- 
rent Ways; ſo this performance, what- 
ever it is in itſelf, yet being the firſt pub- 
liſbed upon this ſubject in the way of 
Sermons, may upon that account, meet 
with ſome reception, and (T hope) prove - 
likewiſe of 2 ſervice to the world. 


Bees, 


1 The Prir ien. 
| Beſides, abe off bave hoon comple 
works «pou vhe whole Liturgy, having 
gone thro' all vhe Offices of in; whereas 
I have only ſeparated that part of it, 
which contains the Service generally 
_ #ſed on Sundays and Holy-days, whon 
there is no Communion: and ſo have 
cut off all that critical knowledge f 
_ the Calendar, Rubrics and Prefaces 
coming before, as well as of all the par- 
zicular Offices following it, namely, of 
Baptiſm, Confirmation, Se. which the 
others have treated of. For the uſe of 
theſe; though of ſtanding neceſſity to the | 
Church, yet as to particular perſons is 
occaſional; and by conſequence the 
knowledge of them cannot be of that 

ance, as of thoſe that return in 
the conflant Service of the Church. 

Now there is in our Liturgy, as in 
moſt other things, a twofold excellency ; ; 
abe one imtrinſicl and real, when it is 
canſidered in itſelf; the other external 


and 


The Pzxzracr 
and comparative; when it is ſer off, and, 
as it were ſhaded with the mnferrrity or 
deſects of others. My principal aim has 
been to repreſent it in its own perfec 
tion: and if Þ have been drawn in to 
give it alſo advantage from compariſon, 
it has been where it lay upon me to clear 
n from objettzon. So that F upon this 
comparative view I have had gf 
70 5%, in the ſuperiority of our wor- 
Ship, let thoſe Objectors know, that they 
have compelled me; fince bubu it 
ought to have been commended by 
them, rather than loaded with" calum. 
nios and accuſarions. But if they think 
themſelves: bound in conſtience thus to 
oppoſe it, norwithlanding it is both er- 
cellent-in ns nume, and e by : 
authority ; there is a double tie of con- 
ſcience upon us, bo are in po * 
of ſo admirable a worſhip, to fland up 
in its defence. Wherefore bad Iboaſted 
nn, more, on iss behalf, I ſhould | 
not 


The Dal well 


not be aſhamed: yea, I ſhould think 
myſelf wholly unworthy of the Gown I 
wear, ſhould I be at all aſhamed or 
afraid to ſpeak out in vindication of that 
worſhip, which it is the duty, as well 
as glory, of my Office, 10 Her 7 before 
Phe Congregation. _ 
' 1 muſt beg the favour of the Reader 
zo conſider two things ; the one is, that 
the Liturgy is a ſulject of vaſt extent 
and variety; and that therefore in a 
work of ſo narrow a compaſs as this, 
which has indeed the recommendation 
of being the ſmalleſt in the kind, he can- 
not expect much to be compriſed. The 
other thing I beg the Reader to conſider, 
is, that theſe Diſcourſes were deſigned 
only for the Hearer, without the leaſt 
thought of maling ibem publick; and 
muſt therefore be allowed. -n come "ſort 
of that ſublance and accuracy, which I 
Should and ought to have taken care , 
had I — them with ſuch a mw 


The Pzxzxracs. 
All T ſhall fay in behalf of them is this; 
that had I been at liberty to have kept 
them by me, they might hereafter have 
come abroad perhaps to better albu 
Zage. 

5 owever being 8 * 4 ws | 
intention in them, namely of promoting 
the honour of God in his own houſe, and 
'that by edifying the People in the Offi-. 
ces thereof, I do with an humble con- 
 fedence preſume to preſent them, imper- 
fect as they are, as a ſmall offering on 
God's altar, at which I have the honour 
10 ſerve; and where I know, that if 
there be a willing mind, it is e 
* to that a man hath. 
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BEAUTY: 
HOLINESS 


IN THE 
Common-Prayer. 
| e 3423244 


1 CHRON. xvi. 29. 


gi orſhip theLordinthe beautyo f bolinefs 


SSHJINCE the worſhip of God is Serm. 
oo 5 the greateſt and moſt honourable I. 
3 among all the acts and employ- 
_ Bs ments of the children of men, 
Faw wh. as the meaneſt are not exclu- 
ded, fo neither are 1 greateſt exempted; 


ſince 


* 


iN 
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Rev. 4» 


e of God and of 


men, as when, like thoſe above, they fall 
down before the throne, and caſt their crowns 
before the throne ;' ſurely this univerſal work 


or duty of man ought to be ſet off with the 


greateſt order and magnificence, with the beau- 
ty of holineſs. When King David left inftruc- 
tions to Solomon for building the Temple, he 


: Chren, gaye in charge, that it ſhould be exceeding . 


* 


enagnifical: and the reaſon afterwards given 
is itſelf exceeding awful as well as juſt: for, 
faith he, the palace is not for man, but for 
the Lord God. As the houſe of God, fo the 
worſhip performed in it ſhould in like man- 
ner be en magnifical. For it is a work 
of a ſuperiour and mcommunicable nature: it 
is not a reſpect paid to our Superiours; it is 
not an offering made- to our Governors; it 
is not an homage done to our Princes: No; 
worſhip is not for man, but for the Lord | 
Tod. 

Upon this account, when God choſe 7 
for his peculiar people, we find that both in 
the firſt framing of their worſhip by the hand 
of Moſes, and afterwards in the enlarging of it 
by the hand of David, he left nothing to the 
. . 1RVERN- 


inthe Common W 2 


invention of man. For as the Tabernacle, 971 
with all the veſſels of the Miniſtry, was made 
| according to the pattern God ſhewed to Mo- 2D 's 
{es in the mount; ſo when David gave to So-9- 
lomon the pattern of the Temple, to wit, of 
the Porch, of the place of the Mercy-ſeat, f 
the courts of the Treaſury of the dedicate 
things, alſo for the courſes of the Prieſts and 
Levites, and for all the work of the Service, 
and for all the veſſels ee eie ocks 
houſe of the Lord; all this, ſaid David, the "| iron 
Lord made me. to underſiand in writing: 5 45 
his band upon me, even all 411 works of _ 
Nur 1 38 

Now as this Temple was made after the 
pattern of the Tabernacle, though in much 
larger dimenſions; ſo the Chriſtian Church 
is built after the pattern of the Jewiſh, tha 
of a much larger comprehenſion. Ci . the | 
builder of it, was pleaſed to erect it upon the -— 
fame plan, to retain the like eſſentials, like in 4 
nature and in number. For inſtance; as the 
entrance into the Jewiſh Church was 'by Cir- 
cumciſion, ſo the entrance into the Chriſtian 
Church is by Baptiſm. Again, as every one 
that was circumciſed, and thereby become an - 
Iſraclite, was obliged to eat of the Paſſover; Brod. 1. 
ſo every one that is baptized, and thereby be- 
come a Chriſtian, is bound to partake of the 
ES B 2 Lord's 
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$ 


% 
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Sec 
1. 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Lord's s Supper. Theſe two Sacraments, Bap= 


tim and the Lord's Supper, being ordaitied 


ww by Chriſt. himſelf, are doubles * eſſential to 


his Church; inſomuch that if there be any 
Congregation that calls itfelf a Church of 


Chriſt, while it retains not theſe Eſſentials, 
we my pronounce of it, that it ig none 4 


| His. | 


Again, as in the Jewiſh Church there were 
(haves three Orders in the Prieſthood, 


High-Prieſts, Priefts, and Levites: So in 


Epheſ. 4. 
11. 


Heb. 7. 
12. 


the Chriſtian Church are appointed Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, in a like Subordination. 
This Eccleſiaſtical government in theſe three 
Orders, which Was appointed by Chriſt, and 
planted by his Apoſtles, and fo continued 
down in all Churches of the Saints, is no leſs 


eſſential to the Chriſtian Church, than the 


Levitical Prieſthood in the Tike Orders was 
s the Jewiſh, For as St. Paul aſſerts con- 
rning this latter, there being à change of 


the Prieſthood, there is of neceſſity a change 


alſo of t the Law, that is, the whole Jewiſh Po- 
lity; ſo may we not as ſtrongly argue con- 


cerning the former, ſhould there be a change 
of the Prieſthood, muſt there not be of neceſ- 


4 ſity a change alſo of the Church, that is, the 
whole Evangelical eſtabliſnment? But how 


ever K n be, however God may diſpenſe with 
the 


8 ok Is. Ab. IP. 1.6 TE 


inthe Claws Price. 


pour our daily thanks to him in the Congre- 
gation; that theſe three Orders are rightly re- 
tained, and the two 'Sacraments duly admini- 
ſtred, in our eſtabliſhed R 

Thus then the Eſſentials of the Church of 
God were preſcribed and commanded to us 
Chriſtians, as they had been before to che 


Jews. But then as to the Ceremonials, the 
modes, the times, and circumſtances of wor- 


ſhip, the habits of the Prieſthood, the courſes 


of their Miniſtry, the veſſels of the Sanctuary; 
in a word, c that is for the work of the Ser- 
vice in the houſe of the Lord; all theſe things, 


which were preſcribed under the Law, are now 


under the Goſpel left at liberty, without any 
particular direction or reſtraint, but only that 


things be done decently and in order. 
This Apoſtolical Canon hath been faithfully 
obſerved by thoſe holy men, who compiled the 


Form of our eſtabliſhed worſhip. Thoſe wi/e . 


maſter-builders, who at the RezoRMATION had 


the charge of that great work contrived'all its 


Ceremonies with ſuch ſignificancy, placed all 
its Offices in ſuch regularity; that we may 
juſtly take up that boaſt of Brus concerning 


5 
| the breach of his own Ordinance, yet let us Serm. 
NY 


general Rule or Canon of the Apoſtles, let all! z Cor. 14 


our Sion, that her builders have F Eatk. 27 


ler . 


1 dn 5 a 


| » 


The Beanty of Holineſs 


| | My preſent undertaking ſhall be to vindi- 
= I cate and recommend the publick Service of our 
8 hungy or Cominon Prher; that fo alt they, 
who upon that account haue evil will at our 
Sion, may be confounded; and that all thoſe, 
who for the fake of her worſhip wiſh her pro- 
 ſherity, may be confirmed. To this end have 
Is choſen thisexhortation of holy David, that 
man after God's own heart, the firſt of men 
deſirous to build an houſe for God, above all 
men zealous, above all men ſkilled, in order- 
ing all things in the Offices thereof: and whom, 
as a peculiar reward of his pious zeal, God 
hath ſo highly honoured; as that his langua age 
hath been the general language of God's Church 
even unto this day. Hearken therefore unto 
this exhortation, taken out of that Pſalm of 
Thankſgiving, which David delivered to the 
Prieſts and Levites, now firſt eſtabliſhed into u 
Choir, to be ſung continually before the Aub of 
the Covenant of God, as we read in the begin- 
ning of this chapter: Worſhip the Lord inthe 
any of holineſs.” 9 
Wich wards contain two Qualifications, 
the one abſolutely neceſſary, the other highly 
firting, for the worſhip of God. The firſt it, 
that it be Holy; the ſecond, that it be alſo 
Beautiful; and when both theſe are united, 


then may we be a to o wor ſhiprhe Lord in 
tbe 


Lag 


vmmon Prayer, 7 


: 4 of dig And both theſe we hope Serm. 

to ſhew to he in the moſt eminent degree con- LY 
rained in our Liturgy, that is, the Form of 
Common Prayer eſtabliſ d in our holy and 
renown'd Church. 

I. The worſhip of God muſt be 1 

David, who firſt undertook to build an ha- 
bitation for God, declares, that Holineſs beco⸗ Plal.93. 5. 
meth his houſe for ever. But indeed holineſs i is 
not only becoming in our worſhip to make it a 
reaſonable, but alſo neceſſary ro make it an 
acceptable ſacrifice unto God: For the pub- 
lick worſhip is as the garment of the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, wherein ſhe cannot ſo much as ap- 
pear. before God, unleſs it be it haut ſpot; Epher. 5. 
nor indeed glorious, unleſs it be alſo. without 7 
wrinkle. This her garment therefore which 
ſhe wears in the Sanctuary, muſt not be in 
the leaſt defiled; nor, if poſſible, any way diſ- 
compoſed. 

In the frame of the Jewih worſhip, of 
whatever kind the ſacrifice was, whether a 
lamb, or bullock, or ſheep, or goat, it was to 


” 


be without blemiſh: - For hat ſoe ver hath @ Lev. 12. 


 Glemiſh that ſhall ye not offer, for it halt 
not be acceptable for you: And therefore it 
was neceflary, that the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
whereof all the Legal ſacrifices were but 


. 


W 


8 


7 * Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. a lamb without blemiſh' and without por. 


If we look to the end or effect of all wor- 


wo ſhip, whether by ſacrifice among the Jews, of 


by prayer among Chriſtians, what (next to 
that principal end of all our actions, the glo- 
ry of God, what) is it with regard to our- 
ſelves, but to make the comers thereunto ho- 


Iy by taking away fins, which are the ſtains 


it in the worldly Sanctuary the Shekinah or Glo- 


and blemiſhes upon the conſcience? And how 


can that offering purify, if it be not itſelf pure? 
How can it purge the conſcience and ſanctify 
the affections, if 1 it hath any tincture of e 


lineſs? 


But as the end, fo much more thi object 
of our worſhip requires, that it be holy : be- 
cauſe the Lord our God is holy, therefore we 
muſt worſhip him with az holy worſhip. He 
is that inexhauſtible fountain of holineſs, which 
fills heaven and earth with its glory, and diſ- 
covers every thing in both, that offends. And 


Ty fate over the Mercy-ſeat, filling the houſe 
of God with light; how muſt that immenſe 


divine Holineſs, the true Shekinah, abiding in 


the Holy of Holies above, fill the great " 


| Qtuary of Heaven with the majeſty of its glo- 


ry? What is it that is repreſented to us as 


the perpetual ſubject of adoration in the hea- 
_ Choir? Is it 15 wiſdom, or juſtice, er 


knowledge, 


DF” 


55 


. Wy 1 


in the Common Prayer. 


knowledge, or infinity of God? No: it is chief- _ 


ly that glorious attribute of his Holineſs; It is 


from this ſong, that the Angels and Saints ref Rev 4. 8. 


not day or night, crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 


Lord God Almighty. Now as the patterns of 


heavenly things left us in the Jewiſh worſhip, | 
and theſe nobler repreſentations of them given 
us in the Revelation, ſerve to impreſs upon our 


minds great and awful Ideas, fit for the Sanftua— 


ry of our great and holy Lord God; ſo do they 
abundantly declare, that (above all other ingre- 
dients and qualities neceſſary to the worſhip of- 


fered up therein) it ſhould be an holy worſhip. 


Neither bring we theſe things out of Scrip- 
ture, as arguments to convince your judgments, 


ſo much as to exalt your affections. For does 


not reaſon itſelf, without theſe lights and pat- 
terns of Revelation, declare, that whatever is 
God, muſt be infinitely holy; and whatever 
is thus holy, cannot be pleaſed with any thing 
that is unholy, not even in our perſons, much 
leſs in our offerings? Does not Reaſon teſtify 


with Scripture, that the /acrzfice of the wicked Prov. ig. 


is an abomination to the Lord? How much © 
more if the ſacrifice itſelf be . alſo wicked, 
if it has e or; degree oF; baer 

in it? 
Let us now turn our.view upon the publick 
n eſtabliſhed in our Church, and en- 
quire 


10 he Beauty of Holineſs 
Serm. quire if it be ſuitable to the holineſs of chat 
I. ever-blefſed Being, to which it is addreſſed, 
Ini. 32. namely, if it be an holy worſhip, And upon 
2. 2. the ſtricteſt enquiry, even of its enemies, no- 
ting chat can offend, is chargeable upon it: 
na blemiſh, ſpot, or imperfection can be pro- 
ved upon this our publick Sacrifice. All its 
Prayers, ſupplications, interceſſions, thankſgi- 
vings, hymns, confeſſions, abſolutions, and 
whatever elſe makes up Pattern 
vice; all theſe are * ghee perfectly ho- 
ly. without any remains of ſuperſtition, any 
tincture of idolatry: and they all tend to ſan- 
ctify the ſincere worſhipper, to enlighten his 
underſtanding, to putify his will 9 
into his ſoul holy affections. 
| Before the REFORMATION, a his 
Church was held in vaſſalage to the Church 
of Rome, we confeſs that then ſhe was greatly 
defiled in her worſhip with the ſame idolatries, 
being compelled to wear the ſame garb of fu- 
perſtition, to admit all the corruptions of Pop. 
y to be bound upon her, and that for ma- 
ny hundred years; yea ſo long, till thoſe chains 
might be faid to be conſumed even of their 
own ruſt. But at the RxrokMart1ON, near-two 
hundred years ſince, when the Lord called un- 
to our Church, among others, ſaying, Shake thy 
"a the Du hoy tooſe 2 


„ 


FF 


to her; was renowned 
flouriſhing under Biſhops and a glorious Prieſt- 
_ mam 2 * 


- of thy' WG li. 11 ha ” 


and caſting away all her idolatrous corruptions, 
did, according to that Prophetical echortation, 
put on her ancient ſtrength, ſhe pus on ber 


beautiful garments, as in the days of her firſt 


marriage unto Chriſt. 

For tis à groſs . wales the 
beginning of this National Church from the 
REFORMATION, as if it was at that time firſt 


built out of the old materials and rubbiſh of 


Popery: whereas it was a Church ancient and 


glorious many hundred years before Popery 
began, being planted by the hands of the A- 


poſtles, as ſome * affirm upon 4 


conjecture ; een nt a 
very near their days. But then the 2 
of Rome was herſelf renown'd for her purity 


above all Chriſtian Churches, and fo conti- 


nued for above three hundred years; tho 


upon viewing her now in her preſent pollu- 


tions, we may weep over her in: the words of 
the Prophet, how is the faithful City become 
an harlot? And this Britiſb Church; which 
was her cotemporary, or an early ſucceſſor 
the world, 


ee, Orig, bins er. | $1 = 


12 


Serm. 
L 


# 


The Beauty of Holineſs 
che Biſhop of Rome claiming a ſupremacy over 


other Biſhops, the Church of Rome claimed 
the fame over other Churches, „and from the 


" of an elder fiſter leapt into the au- 


thority of a parent, ſtyling herſelf Catholick, 
the mother of them all. From this time as ſhe 
corrupted herſelf more and more, ſo ſhe 
brought in her corruptions into the Weſtern 
Churches: under which this Church, like her 
other ſiſters, ſate down a contented captive 
many hundred years, till the great releaſe of 
the ReroxMATION. But at that bleſſed time 


and in that great work, our REFORMERS 


retaining all that was holy, ſound, and that had 
the ſtamp of antiquity ;. and purging away all 
that was corrupt, vain, and novel; did as it. 
were caſt the publick worſhip of our Church 


into a new mould, anſwerable to the Primitive 


form, © the firſt original and ground whereof, 
ſhe in her Preface declares, © is to be traced 
« out of the ancient Fathers, not out of the 

« Breviary or Maſs Book.” Wherefore our Na- 
tional worthip, as now eſtabliſhed in the Book 
of Common Prayer,. is pure throughout; and 
that not only from the groſſer mixtures, but 
from any allays or adheſions of Popery: To 
uſe the Prophet's alluſion, God by the wiſdom 
of the RerokMERs hath not only purged away 
all her aroſ5, but alſo too away all her = a 


in the Common” Prayer. 


looked upon not as lawful refiners, who woul 
ſeparate the droſs; but as felonious artiſts, 
who would eat away the ſubſtance. For when 
any thing is once perfected, once purified to 
the ſtandard, any farther Reformation < can be 
but robbery. 

Tis but a vain' Section; : which he mij 


of this claſs urge againſt our Common-Prayer, 
that moſt of the Prayers, eſpecially the Co/- 
lecte, are taken out of the Romiſh Breviary or 
Miſſal, and are uſed at this day in the ſtand- 


So that thoſe, who ſtill urge to have our wor- Serm. 
ſhip more pure, more reformed, ought to be I. 


ing Service of that idolatrous Church. But is 


not the Lord's Prayer frequently found in the 
ſame books? Is it therefore become evil? Are 
not the two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, appointed in the ſame cor- 


rupt books? Are they therefore to be reject- 


ed? The Apoſtles Creed is not only uſed by 
the Church of Rome, but was anciently called 
the Roman Creed: Is it therefore to be re- 


nounced? The holy Bible is in uſe among the 


Papiſts, and would to God it were a thou- 


ſand times more ſo: Is it therefore to be caſt 
away by Proteſtants, as an unclean thing? God 
forbid. Whatever is in its nature good, whe- 
cher the creatures or ordinances of God, can- 


1 as rendred evil, neither by the uſe of Hea- 


— 


. 
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thens, nor by the abufe of Chriſtians. Ocher- 
wiſe not only God's holy Word and Sacra- 


enn, with all our ſpiritual food, had long 


ago been caſt out of Religion; but even bread 
and wine, with all our natural n. had 
been baniſhed out of Lifſe. 

Beſides, theſe prayers, though uſed i in the 
Romiſh worſhip, are not upon that account to 
be thought che compoſures of Popery, but of 
— they have been extant in che 

Weſtern Church, moſt of them above a thou- 
ſand years, before the name of Popery, at 


| leaſt long before the preſent Maſz-book had 


a being: So that moreover length of time, 
which deſtroys all things that are unſound, 
tion. Yea, Popery itlelf, which is made 


che great objection againſt, gives the ſtrongeſt 


witneſs to, their excellency; foraſmuch as 
with all its corrupt mixtures it could never 
canker, corrupt, or eat into their ſubſtance; 
ſcarce one idolatrous ſentence ever crept into 
them. If we look into the Breviary or Miſſal, 
there we behold them, at leaſt moſt of them, 
untouched, unaltered , unallayed: there they 
ſhine among the fup that have 


| grown up about chem, like ancient medals 


among ruins, bearing the image and ſuper- 
ſcription of thoſe holy men, by whom they 


wane "ns Wy 7 + 


FV 


in the Common Frayer 


MATION: theſe Collects were not Reformed; - 
ning, chere being no uncleanneſs in them, er 


any cleaving unto them. 


enn ducks: b ee 


mon Prayer, that as there is in it no impuri- 
ty, ſo likewiſe no impropriety; which itſelf, if 
found either in the matter, language, or man- 


ner of our worſhip, would (we confeſs) 


the offering into an offence: for if qe oer the Mal. 1. 8. 
lane or the blind, well 2s-ho unckap, 208 


not evil? 
2 In-ako:eapatariof 
our worſhip. For all the objections of that 


kind brought againſt it, which have been le- 
velled chiefly againſt che fitneſs: of the Hymns 
of che bleſſed Virgin, Zachary, and Simeon 
have been fully anſwer d and put to filence; 


inſomuch that at thoſe two publick * Reviſals 
of our Liturgy, when ic was put to a trial, 
and its accuſers were had face to face, not 


done of theſe Hymns were found guilry, neither 


could they prove thoſe things whereof they 


accuſed them: not one prayer or hymn hatch 
| upon this or any other accuſation been diſpoſ- 


fels'd, ſcarce one verſicle or ſentenoe eraſed. | 


Conference at Hampton- Court, 1693, and 2t the 2 


1661. | 
EY Neither 


were firſt compoſed. —— Lend. 
but were taken out thence without any rei- 8 . 


i 
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Serm. Neither is there any impropriety in the lan- 
I. guage of our worſhip: only as language, which 
O me cloathing of our thoughts, muſt of courſe. 


wax old as doth a garment; /0 as a garment 


« ſome words and phraſes of ancient uſage 


have been changed into terms ſuitable to the 
language of the preſent times. But this is 
no proof of impropriety in the ſenſe, which is 


not itſelf changed, but only cloathed anew. 


However, this alteration hath and muſt always 
happen even to the word of God, the holy 
Bible; which thro' the variations of language 
is forc'd age after age to get into new tranſ- 
lations, as into new raiment, to preſerve it- 
ſelf from the deriſion, from the cruel mock- 
-zngs of the ſcorner. For the ſame reaſon, and 
by the ſame ſteps as the Bible, fo our Litur- 


gy hath reformed its language, © for * the more 


perfect rendring, as the Church alledges, 


not only of ſuch portions of holy Scripture - 


nas are inſerted into it, but alſo ſuch o- 
« ther paſlages, which thro' the decays of 
time became obſolete, or of doubtful ſig- 
. © nification,” and fo liable to ſcorn and miſ- 


conſtruction. Not but the old language is | 


generally well retained at the altar, being ve- 
.nerable for its age; as thoſe that wait at it, 


— 


* Preface. 


ba ©, A — bay B 


are 
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| are for their grey hairs: ancient language and Serm.” | 


ancient men, if they offend not chro- decay, I. 
ee and digniry to. dur len VV | i 


8 56 5 


Laſtly, as dere is no impropriety in the fit- 
neſs of the matter, nor in the juſtneſs of the 
language, ſo neither is there any in the manner 
of our worſhip; which appears chiefly in the 


decency of the Ceremonies and geſtures pre- 
ſcribed in our Liturgy. ' Our Church in no part 
of her Service behaverh herſelf unſeemly. The 


poſtures ſhe uſeth, whether in prayers or praiſes, 
carry in them a ſignificancy and a decency: they 
beſpeak and become the action ſhe is about. 
In the Romiſh worſhip there are indeed ma- 
ny. dumb Ceremonies, as well as dumb Tao 

where with the people are carried away, e- 


ven as they are led; and which juſtly offend 


for their unprofitableneſs. There are many 
more, that are ludicrous and unſeemly, fitter 
for the theatre than the temple, which more 
offend for their wantonneſs. In the worſhip of 
the Sectariſts, where the impoſition of all Ce- 
remonies is rejected as ſuperſtitious, of all 
uniform order as ſinful; every one demanding 
herein to be left free to his own will; keeping 
to this rule, to obſerve no impoſed rule, Sc. 
Good God! what is this claim of liberty but a 
plea for irregularity, never challenged before in 
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che houſe of God; I am ſure, never tolerated 


in their own How can fuch worſhippers hope 


only to all men, but to God himſelf? for he is 
a God: of order, and not the author of confu- 


fam and {© ordained he by his Apoſtle in all 


Churches; and fuch is he manifeſted in all hi 


. works. 

eee ien neceſſary to the nature 
of publiet worſhip, ſome conducive to, its beau- 
ty, ſome to edification. Such are thoſe, which 
our Church hath retain'd, being ſtudious in her 
choice, as ſhe declares, * not ſo much how 


4 to pleaſe either Party, as how: to pleaſe God, 


and profit them both.” Had ſhe in,compli- 
ance with the Papiſts retain d all, ſhe muſt 
have diſpleas'd thra' her pageantry: had ſhe in 
compliance with the Sectariſts aboliſh'd all, ſhe 
muſt have Bo» leſs diſpleas d thro her deformi- 
ts * ©. Wherefore it was and hath been her 
«. wiſdom from the days of her firſt eſtabliſh- 


ment to Keep. the mean between the two 


* extreams,,” rather inclining ta a decent varie- 
ty; chan affecting too ſordid a ſunplicity; re- 
„ manbring that when: the Daughter of Sion 
Was brought to: the King, ber raiment was 


off Pay n about with: —_ 


G 


— — — 


[f colours: 


* 


W 1 at aa 1 r ol F Y as 1 


K Q ba. 


out 3 
© bas | 


J ri ISS [Fn IO» mia en © t| 0 


- in the Common Prayer. 


colours: and the King had great delight in 8 


her beauty: which naturally leads on to our 


ſecond General: only . the whole of this. 
we may thus appeal: Let any unprejudic od 


Judge addicted to neither Party, any that. hath 
eyes to ſee, let him ſee from one end of our 


Liturgy to the other, let him ſearch diligently 


into all the Offices, let him examine into the 
ſubſtance, language, and Ceremonies thereof, 
and he will find nothing in either that can juſtly 
offend ; but muſt give it this teſtimony, that in 
all reſpects it worſhips t the Lord woe an * 


. worſhip. 


Bur we affirm facher ori ies behalf, that, 


Secondly, It worſhips the Lord alſo in the | 
beauty of holineſs : that the form of worſhip 
preſcribed therein is not only holy, but beauti- 


ful; and that we may perform it with great de- 
light, as well as ſafety, to our ſouls. 

Now beauty ariſes chiefly from two things, 
order and variety: theſe two duly intermix'd 
and proportion'd give beauty to all the creatures 
22 2 and to all the works of mens hands. 

who reject cheſe in the worſhip of 
ae or (as we faid) a ſordid, ſlovenly, 
ie Ai I know not 

4 x Spirit they are of; nor what uncouth 


n ſingularity rules in their 


| 5. fouls, They are PI 4 a make, that runs 


counter 


. 
. 
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Serm. counter to the uſual paſſions and cuſtoms of 
I. mankind: and as far as we can judge of the will 
WMof God by his works, neither are they men af- 


ter God's own heart. Wherefore tho' it may 
ſeem. light upon ſo ſerious a ſubject, yer I be- 
ſeech you to bear with me a little, while I ex- 
emplify .in ſome few inſtances, how God, the 
object of our worſhip, appears to be a God of 
variety, as well as a God of order. 

Hath he not made the day and the night, ap- 
pointing the ſun to rule the one, and rhe 
mon and ſtars to govern the other? Yet the 
day, glorious as it is, would be alſo tedious, 
were it not relieved by the viciſſitude of night; ; 
| Nay, were it not relieved by its own variety, 
which comes on with'the hours, God making 


Plal.65.8. the outgoings of the morning and evening to 


praiſe him, no leſs than the ſun in his ſtrength. 
Hath he nor alſo made the year, and appointed 
in it for variety certain ſeaſons, which ſhould 
relieve and adorn each other in a perpetual cir- 
cle of ſucceſſion? Spring and Autumn are as 
the morning and evening to it; when being 
wearied with bringing forth, it rejoices to re- 
tire and repoſe itſelf in winter, as in the dead 
of night: and thus the winter, no leſs than the 
ſummer, in its courſe prai ſeth him. If we 
look round about upon the earth, given us for an 
1 with all i its rich and abundant: fur- 
| | niture, 


21 


ads are < the 8 given us y for ouf ne- Serm. 
ceflity? Are they not made alſo for our de- I. 

light? O Lord, when I conſider both the hea- x - 
ven and the earth, how manifold are rhy | Pf. 105. 
works! ſuch is their variety: yet in wiſdom * 

haſt thou made them all, ſuch. i is their regu- 

larity. 

If we look upon Fn works of mens hands, 
which are then beſt when they imitate the 
works of God, we find in theſe too, that or- 
der and proportion are not ſufficient to pleaſe, 
unleſs reliev d and ſer off by variety. This is 

* daily ſeen in the contrivances of Princes, whoſe 
palaces without this intermixture would be but 
ſpacious priſans, and whoſe pleaſant walks but 
as the common field: and he that attempts to 
form to himſelf a ; Paradiſe, is forc'd for variety 

to plant it in a wildernefs. See we not thus, 
ho order and variety join'd together give beau- 
ty to all this viſible world, and to all things in 
it, that are either form'd' by nature or faſhion'd 

by art, for the uſe and delight of the ſons of 
men? Surely then in the worſhip of God, (the 
Maker of us and of all theſe things,) the moſt 
uſeful, the moſt delightful, the moſt noble em- 
loyment of men, no recommendation of this 
or of any kind ſhould be wanting; no helps of 
art, no advantages of variety ſhould be omit- 

ted; that this garment of the Church may not 

EY be 
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Serm. be expoſed in the fight of the people for ſor. 

I. didneſs or poverty, but may appear before che 
WY Congregation like Aaron's, which was made 
1 * 28. for glory and for beauty, 


Wherefore as in vindication of our 


I have already ſhewn, that it worſhips the Lord 
in holineſs; ſo in commendation of it 1 ſhall 


now proceed to ſhew, that it alſo, ſecondly, 
wor ſhips the Lord in the beauty of holineſs: 


that in it ſuch order is obſerved, as to make it a 


reaſonable ;* and ſuch variety intermingled, a as 
to render it a delightful ſervice. | 
To ſhew this, it will be neceffary to trace | 


out the method, in which it is framed, and to 
give a brief RATIONALE thereof; wherein the 


wiſdom of the compilement, the ſucceſſion, of 
the Offices, the connexion of the parts, the 
variety in each, and the perfection of the 


whole, will (we hope) fully appear to all un- 


prejudic'd eyes. For there are many, whoſe 


Eyes are not only prejudic'd, bur cloſed againſt 


thefe things, being 0 blinded by birth or ſcaled 


| o_er by education. 1 ſpeak nt unto fuch; ”T 


ther can IJ hope to open the eyes of ſuch, 
as that they may fee their error and be con- 


| verted: a rate caſe, and 'wheyevar wrought, | 


to be aſcribed wholly to the extraordinary = 
grace of God, not to the reaſonings of men, 
For with regard to * and their converſion, i 

ig 
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10 that man en der one that was + 

ic urn blind. (6:13 Wo 
| An undertaking, that will (I fear) require 3z- 5 

4 : but yet ſuch, as is highly neceſ- 

l inſtructs them in theſe molt i important things, 

7 which they know but little of, and nothing as 

5 they ought to know: and not unuſeful to the 

a more knowing; becauſe, as the Apoſtle pleads 

8 in a like caſe, we ſhould not be negligent to 


put men always in remembrance of theſe ber. 


K ringe, tho they know them, and be _ 
0 eee, the een en | 
E . 4 
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when we are aſſembled and met toge- 


YN ther in the houſe of God, to worſhip 


,  Tepentance, in effect ſaying here as in the Com- 


him; that we may not ruſh unprepared upon 
ſo facred a work, the Miniſter awakens our 


thoughts by an awful ExyorTATION: - which 
he firſt introduces. by ſeveral ſentences taken out 
of the Old and New Teſtament, exhorting, in- 
viting, and entreating men to return to God by 


 munion Service, hear what comfoztable woꝛds 
our Saviour ſafth to all them, that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him: hear alſo what St. John, yea, what 
David, Daniel, Joel, o2 other Pꝛophets ſay: 
and then aſſures them, that not only in theſe, but 
in ſundꝛy plates the Scripture moveth them 
to confeſs their manikold ſins and wicked⸗ 
neſs. In which Exhortation the Miniſter, be- 
ſides his moving them to confeſſion, reminds 
them of all the ſolemn ends of their meeting 
| together, to which that is preparatory; namely, 
"3 7 9 | | to 
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n ation: and to tet forth Seem. 


his. moſt wozthy pꝛaiſe, magnified in the 


 P/alns; to hear his maſt haly woꝛd, read to- Y WV 
them in the Leſſons : and to ask thoſe _ | 
that are neceſſary. as well fo2 the body, as 
the * N for in the Colletts and Li- 


rany.. 


i bor i Pol FAB PR = 
: ation in all its parts to inſtruct the ignorant; 


to admoniſh the negligent, to ſupport the fear- 
ful, to comfort the doubtful, to caution the for- 
mal, and to check the preſumptuous; ſeeing all 
theſe rempers are found in every mixed Con- 


gregation, and ought to be prepared for this ſo- 
lemn work? For without preparation, what, 
alas! wauld our approach to the throne of God 


be but a temptation? For tis a general rule for 


the temple, as well as the cloſer, before thou Ecclus. 18. 
prayeſt, prepare. thyſelf: and be not as ο, 
chat tempteth the Lord. Whilſt then chis 
Exhortation is reading by the Miniſter, - every 
perſon ought diligently to liſten to its ſenſe, and 


not ignorantly (as the manner of ou 260 to 


repeat the words aſter him: 


— bent — 


making the 2 confeſſion to theithrode 
of Grace. 

This Conynes10n is in in form moſt ſolemn, 
in its extent moſt comprehenſive: for it takes 
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Am. in all kinds of fin, both of omiſſion, in leubing 

JL amwvone thole things which we ought to have 

N done; and of commiſſion, in doing thoſe 

+ things which we ought not to have vone; 

And whilſt every ſingle perſon makes this ge- 

neral Confeffion with his lips, he may make a 

r Confeſſion with his heart, I mean of 

| his own perfonal fins, known only to God and 

Lo himſelf; which if particularly, tho ſecretly 

- ae and reported of, will afluredly be for. 

For every Church or houſe of prayer 

dedicated to God wich the ſame privi s, 

as was Solomon's Temple, to wit, that what 

ever fupplication be made by any man, or by 

all thy people Tirael, which ſhall know every 

mam the plague of his own heart, and ſhall 

ſpread forth bis hands towards this houſs, 

then hear, O Lord, from heaven, and för- 

give: for thou, even thou only, knoweſt the 

beat of the children of men. This then is 

of our Confeſſion, that under the 

—— — 

— of his own heart, his particular 

fins, whatever they be, as effeQually to God who 

alane knoweth his heart, en if be ee 
i” "OLI een 

They of the PxESBYTERY, who urge to have 

"fas! — in this — 


bit oy 


— of Inquiſition 5 forving Renn, 
r II. 
daily, which they never commined, WYW 
not in their whole: lives. Pis too true, thut 
in many points we offend a. yet out af 


with them, or involving many in an unjuſt an- 
demnation uf themſelves. - | 
neee wpblamegble Lidia 
een and it is made in the moſt 
edifying manner, every perſon being enjoined to 
accompany the Miniſter in it: which as it is not 
allowed among the Sectariſts, ſo neither is it 
done in fo right a method among the Papiſts. 


Cz 
3 


For there the Prieſt alone firſt recites the Con- 
7 beſſion for himſelf: and then the Congregatian 
4 recite the ſame for themſelves; which not only 
g 1 | .makes 


28 The Beauty of Holinefs 
Serm. makes the ſervice tedious, but divides moreover 
II chat union ſo becoming between the Prieſt and 
VV People, who, in making confeflions, whether of 
ſin or faith, being common to both, ſhow/d be 
ar one. Thus therefore we do, the people 
repeating each ſentence. after the Miniſter ; and 
that with an audible voice, that none may make 
_ evaſion; but yet with an humble voice, chat all 
_ not breed confuſion, 
This Confeſſion b daly made by 
"hs whole Congregation, then the Prieſt ſtand- 
ing up, doth in the name and by the commiſ- 
ſion of God pronounce the ABsoLUTION; 
which if rightly underſtood, believed, and em- 
.braced by the confeſſing Penitent, ought to 
be of like comfort to him, as that declara- 
tion of Chriſt was to the man ſick of the pal 
Mat. 9. 2 fy: be of good chear; * fins be. forgives 
thee. | 
For all the cheve. Fane of Abſolution in 
our Service, namely, this now. before us, and 
that in the Communion, and the other in the 


Viſitation of the ſick, tho' differing in expreſ- 


_ According to the primitive way preſcribed by St. Baſil, 
. Epift. 83. Hasles, ws dk eros rin * pus vg las, F à ig 
third aur aafigurt 76 xveie, ids taviay ixar®>, = 


ſiuara * ase weine. Omnes velut ore uno & corde I 


uno, confeſſionis pſalmum Deo n & _ w w pa- 
nee, WET bak 3 5 
Gon, 
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fion, ia the — on va Tiny — 
to be of equal ſignification. All theſe M_ IP 


« Forms (faith Biſhop * Sparrow) are bur' ſe 
« veral expreffions of the ſame thing, in ſenſe 
« and virtue are the fame, and are effectual to 


« the Penitent by virtue of that Commiſſion 


“ mention d John 20. 2 3: . fone, Je remit, 


they are remitted. 


* 4 1 4 4 


" +. Wicks tie hah 3 en as. os 


« hath granted a Commiſſion to any feryant of his, to re- 
« leaſe out of priſon all penitent offenders whatſoever, it 
« were all one in effect, as to the Priſoner's diſcharge, whe- 
ther this ſervant ſays. by virtue of a Commiſſion granted 


« unto me, under the Prince's hand and ſeal, which here I 


40 ſhew, I releaſe this Priſoner : Or thus, the Prince who 
« hath given me this Commiſſion, he pardons you: Or laſt- 
ly, the Prince pardon and deliver you; the Prince then 


« ſtanding by and confirming the word of his ſervant. So 


« js it here all one as to the remiſſion of fins in the Peni- 
« tent, whether the Prieſt abſolves him after this form; Al- 


mighty God, who hath given me and all Prieſts power to 
«© pronounce pardon to the Penitent, He pardons you. Or 
« thus by virtue of a Commiſſion granted to me from God, 
1 7 abſolve you: Or laſtly, God pardon you, by me his ſer - 
* yant according to his promiſe, whoſe ſins ye remit, they 


ars remitted.” Sparrow's Rationale. 
It was neceſſary, that theſe Forms of Abſolution ſhould 


differ in expreſſing their authority, becauſe the Perſons re- 


ceiving differ in expreſſing their repentance. In this firſt 
caſe, where every Congregation is preſumed to conſiſt of 


good and bad, the Form could not be general, indulged to 


the impenitent; but framed conditional, limited to the pe- 
nitent. And therefore the Prieſt, tho declaring his Power and 
Commiſſion, yet ſpeaks only in the third Perſon, that * God 
6 & Jacdoneth and abſolyeth all them that truly repent, . 


5 


W 


The Biauty of Holineſs 
Aud tis upon this account that the Church 
back not allowed this form. of Abſolution to 

be pronounced by a Diacon, 8 
is not giverʒ but hath reſery 

de che b Paruers, who at cher Onde ar 
he me here hence to hires to you, . 
an abſurd uſurpation it is of the Prieſt's office 
for the People to repeat this Form after the M. 
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In the ſecond caſe at the Sacrament, where the Ga. 
nicatit are all preſumed to come with a true penitent heart, 
the form is more authoritative, the Prieſt ſpeaking, not as 
| before, i in a declaratory, but in optative manner, the Lord 

7 don and deliver you from all your fins. 

the third caſe in the Viſitation. of the ſick, TY the 
repentan e of the perſon i not only preſumed, but ſearched 
into an ined, there the form is in its full ſtrength and 
abſolute, the prieſt being order'd, for the comſort of the ſick 
perſon in that hour of diſtreſs, to ſpeak in his own Perſon, 
ſaying, « by the authority committed unto me, 1 abſolve 
1 'thee from all thy fins, in the name of the Father, oft the 
and of the Holy Ghoft.” 
b Tho' therefore the word, Miner, be put both in the 
oing Rybric before the Confc Ion, and in that follow- 
bs, before the Lord's-Prayer; yet in this before = 
tho' coming juſt between them) the word is 
ed, which was done at the laſt review of our Liturgy, to di- 
| iſh and limit this power to the Prieſt's Office: "which 
was. the more necefſaty,; becauſe the Diſſenters requeſted; 
that ſeeing the word Ane, was uſed in this Rubric, it 
. -might' be put every where elſe in the Liturgy inſtead of 
_ ml ries Teng ter word alſo out of the 
munion-Service. the Savoy — rence printed in 
Collier's Eccleſ. Biff, 
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do it. For dath not the Rubric enjein the 


contrary, directing it to be ſaid by N 


ALONE? Do not the words of the Preamble 
allo. exprefsly ſay, that God hath given power 


and commandment to his Ministers to de 


clare and pꝛonounce abſolution, or < remiC 


ſion of ſins, which the people, being penitent, 
are to receive, not to give? Doth not the dif- 


omen ethos lm the: 


of their duty: the Prieſt being appointed. to 
pronounce. it to the people sranDING, as one 


to continue on their knees, as the poſture of 
penitence and ſubmiſſion? Now the Abſolution 
ends at the words, unfeignedly believe his holy 
Goſpel. And the words following, where- 


_ fore let us beſeech him to grant us, &c. 


quite to-the.end, cheſe likewiſe are not a Prayer 


but an Exhortation, teaching us more eſpe- 


cially, what things to pray. for at this preſent, 


w wit, repentance any his holy Spirit, and 


for what ends, to wit, our greſent acceptance 


and future cond, and ax the end of bot, 


the Conference- at Hampron-Court; for: the ſatifaQtion 


| _ oftheas that took: exceptign a Abſolution, as 
* A ; | | 


having authority; whilſt the people are enjoined = 


3 of Sims, was aden in this Rubric; by order 


97 


N 


Ser. everlaſting. life + 5-4; 


terwards kneeling, doth, — 2 peo- 


both belonging to the Office of the Prieſt, the 


Heb. 10. 


 ginning, *r the al of any dss or Fer 


V ple, begin to pray for in the Lord's Prayer. 


Wherefore the former words being a Form of 
Abſolution, and theſe latter an Exhorrarion; 


people ought to receive the one, and to 
to the other, and by no means to repeat eier 


aſter him. For are they appointed to Exhort? 


Are they impowered to Abſolve? This cuſtom, 


too common in practice, and that among devout 


and otherwiſe intelligent perſons, is nevertheleſs 
founded on fo groſs an ignorance,” that Toould 
dn call it a fin of ignorance. 3105 

The Confeſſion and Abſolution ae to 


de Jevhiſh waſhings uſed before the time of 


Offering; The Congregation therefore, ha: 
ving, as the Apoſtle alludes, their hearts 
Printled from an evil conſeiente, and bein 

exhorted to draw near in full "aſſurance of 
faith, with what could they fo properly and 
with fuch aſſurance do this, as the Loxp's 
PRRTERP which being taught us here by our 
Maſter, ' and *enforced by him above as our 


Interceſſor, muſt above all prayers come up be- 
fore God, as the ſiveet incenſe. _ | 
And here I muſt obſerve once for all, that 


the Lord's Prayer may be placed at the be- 


— 
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of worſhip, with great propriety and was Sk: 
tage. For when we begin with it, as (after il, 
the Creed and in the Communion-Service,) its VV 
being perfect in its comprehenſion, preſents to 
us at once all that we are about to pray for 
in che following petitions. © Befides, having 
from the facred lips of our Lord 
God, it hallows and conſecrates all our other 


/ 


) 


prayers; which muſt all grow out of this, as 


branches out of a root: and in this caſe too 
we may ſay, if the root be holy, ſo are the 
branches. On the other hand, when we cloſe 


with it (as after the Litany) it being a ſum- 


mary recollection of all our foregoing requeſts, 

if we have thro' infirmity or negligence been 

wandring in the larger Forms, we may now 

double our carneſtneſs 1 in this divine WE 70 | 

dium? _ 
The church hath 1 ſhew'd that de. 

. ha nr : 


/ THAT 4 
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s The Lord's prayer is ordered to be ſaid by the Miniſter Tx 
with an avdible, or, as in the former Rubric, with a loud 4 
voice: which ſeems/to- have been done (chiefly in oppoſi- . | 
tion to the Church of Rome, (from which we refaimed)- 3 
where tis appointed to be ſaid at Matrins, ſecrerd, ſecretly, 9 een 
or mentally. ' Another reaſon is given, becauſe it is part wy 
the Goſpel, which was always pronounced: with a loud voice. F 
A third reaſon is, that the ignorant people might the ſooner , 
learn it, and all the Congragotion the r bear and fo, 

. nn 
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34 ne. Jr Holineſs 
N diſtinct Office of the whole Liturgy. 
end, that by its perfection the. might 
S SV Reply the e gg Ys 
ties, of Hu own, 1 0 0 not that ſhe is, 


eee ee 


E — 
inſert the Lord's heh, nds ca, Ch 12 
| it being added in this place after the Confeſſion 
| and Abſolution, makes the whole, as it were, 
2 ſhort diſtinet Office; which. is now followed 0 
by one of another kind, to wit, of Thankſgi- 85 
TOs. Whgt has been done hitherto, has been 


S 3388 SSA SNF. 


tent 3 which, naw opens into Euchariſ- 2 
S ü ad prof ll wr ho 
ſhip. ma 

Bar before we enter upon it, let us obſerve — 


che funeſs and neceffity of this order, which be 
appoints Conſeſſion of fin with-Abſolution to M, 
bear the firſt part in our publick worſhip, For , 
l our perſons be ſanctifyd, abſolved, and re- 2 


conciled unto God, all we do in his ſanctuary obs 
wil n Fer inflance: . 2 


. 


= ©” 
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lips be purif's, ir es > to ht 


his moſt holy wow? And till we haye aſked: 
pardon for „ how can we reſume to all” 
benefits at his hand? And 
HORTATION well vl NS. that altho' we oug 


at all times humbly to acknowledge our 


before God, yet ought we moſt chiefly ſo to 
do, - when we- . | 
on theſe ſacred exerciſes, of thankſgiving, hear- 
ing and ſupplication e. And St. Baſil*, who. 
wrote about the year 370, affirms, that this 
method of beginning with Confeſſion was the 
univerſal practice of the Church in his time. 
Confeſſion of fin then, ſtrengthened by Ab- 
ſolution, being. the main ground - work of pub-. 
lick worſhip, ve Which ** a 


— — 


* r —_ 


= - And therefprs this addition 'of, the Vantage * Ex- 8 


hortation, the Con N and the Abſolution, which was 
made by the Reformers in the Review of the Liturgy under 
King Edward the fixth, was a wiſe amendment. For in the 
firſt book, compiled about three years before, the Service 
began at the Lord's prayer, as it does now in the Roman 
Mattins. 

* Ta voy nexggTexbre 79% wara; rai; 75 Org . cu 
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obtinuerunt ritus, omnibus Dei Eccleſiis concordes "ſuns & con- 
leni. Populi, faft4 ad Deum Confeſſone, ab Youu: ſurgentes 


575 6 . of 


ad  Pſalmadiam fraducuntur. 


rorth m. 
God's mot worthy praiſe? Till our cars allo . 
be ſanctify d and open d, how can we hear rV 
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Serm. of the following Service regu arly depends; 4 


II. I hope this will excuſe my being { full and 


particular upon theſe heads, ſo I muſt crave 
leave, before I proceed, to leave upon your 
minds two exhortations. 
Firſt, To thank God, that in our worſhip 
chis ground- work is not only of a tried ſound- 
neſs and of a juſt breadth, but alſo laid in its 


proper place. 
As to the way of Sb Diſtttters, their 


| whole worſhip being, as ſome Teachers pre- 


tend, an immediate Gzf?, and therefore caſual 
to themſelves, neither they nor we can affirm, 
where Confeſſion of fin will come in, any more 
than what form or length it will be of. But 
grantihg, as others of them declare, that they 
abſolutely renounce all pretence to ſuch Git, 
and the title of being Giſted; yet is it not 
their practice, that after reading of the Word 
and ſinging of the Pſalm, chen the Teacher 
n of fin? And as to the man- 


NET 
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t And here 1 think fit to inſert an obſervation of Biſhop 
Couſins upon this place of our Liturgy. In this reſpect 
ve cannot but prefer the order of the Church of England, 
« before the other Reformed Churches abroad, who have 
% no Abſolution, nor no Confeſſion neither; but after the 
« Pſalms and Leſſons (which is all the Service that they 
bo. L have) be — the Preacher ' goes up into the pulpit: 
« which 


ya my tap ne A i as bo 


my 


ner of the gh ef Rowe: . n. i 


feſſion ſound 1 in its matter, free from the i inyo- 


of it is lable uo che like exception: for it comes 


in at the latter part of their Service, after the 
Palms. and Lections and other prayers. And 


thus, to keep to the ſame alluſion, that which 
ſhould be the ground- work to ſupport all the 


reſt, is placed above as a dead abe Wes che 
ſu | 


perſtructure. 

Secondly, Let me * you to give all 4 
ligence to come to Church before the Confeſ . 
ſion; otherwiſe you loſe the great benefit of Ab- 


ſolution. | For tho there be other ſhort Con- | 
feſſions of ſin, as in the Litany, yet there is 


appointed no, other Abſolption.. I call the be- 
nefit meal en great, Pe it * 


PAP 


— — — 
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10 2 gives the people occaſion to think, that all weir 
« Service before is to ſpin out the time only till the Prea- 


« cher comes, rather than to give God any homage or ſer- : 


« vice at all: whereas the ſolemn beginning of our Service. 
« with Confeſſion and Abſolution, ſerves to put the people 
« jn mind, that all which follows is the ſolemn ſervice of 
« Almighty God, preparing them to that attention of mind; 


« and devotion of: ſpirit, which they. owe to it, and which | 


« is requiſite to make it acceptable.” See the notes printed 


at the end of Dr. Nichols Comment on the Common: 


prayer. 2 : . 
8 Roman rev 806 the © Ofice cata, Domini 6d 
| trimam. Da | | 
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vw. | The Bru of Holnuſs 
1 ings. To ſet 2 
eich may juſtly affect and laft upon your 
thoughts: every perſon when he ſtands before 
God, is to be look d upon, like Jeſbus the 
_ High-pricſt, as cloathed in filthy garments. 
But after he hath confeſſed and tepented of 
his fins, then the Lord faith to the Prieft ap- 
pointed to pronounce the Abſolution, as he did 
Zech. 3. to thoſe that ſtood by Jaſhua, Take away the 
3. filthy garments from him. And to the per- 
fon himſelf thus abſoly'd he faith, as he did to 
Joſhua, Bebold I have cauſed thine iniqui- 
ry fo paſs from thee, and 1 will cloath thee 
with ' change of raiment. They therefore 
that tome in after the Abſolution, however 
they may come prepared and arrayed in their 
'own righteouſneſs, may yet look upon them 
ſelves ſtill, as — in filthy garments. 
For what is all our righteouſneſs in the fight 
of God? n it in 4. flit 
rags. 
" I proceed now to the offering of Prarss 
and THANKSGIVING appointed to follow. And 
it is well appointed, that Praiſe ſhould come 
before Prayer in our worſhip, of which two 
all worſhip properly conſiſts: it is meet and 
right that the Church ſhould ſet fozth God's 


moſt wozthy praiſe, before ſhe declares her 
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Now this offering of praiſe is prepared and 


Bee by yetligh as confeſſion of fin was 


by exhortation: the Miniſter beginning in the 


language of the penitent Pſalmiſt, O Lom, Pn. ne 
open thou our lips: che People anſwering, * 


And our mouth ſhalt bew fo2th thy pꝛaile: 
a very proper introduction after confeflion of 


fin, the ſenſe wh naturally ſeals down our 
lips, makes all fleſh dumb before God. 


Again, 
che Miniſter prays, O * God take ſpeed to Pf.10.r. 


ſave us, to wit, from our manifold fins we 
have confefled. The People proceed, O Low: 


mate haſte to help us, to wit, in the great 
duties we are naw. entering upon: both Ver- 
ficles Proper in their matter, and vehement in 


the expreſſion. O God, make ſpeed: O 


Low, make halte: ate the language of a de- 


vout worſhipper, whoſe prayer, darted up in 
theſe ſhort ejaculations, piercerh the Clouds. 
We being releaſed from the chains of our 


. 


* N 3 nearly n to the ancient ſana, that i is, 7 


Save now; Lord; we beſeech tile. 

. I As St. Baſil. before quoted, Avr SAS 86 P 
eee 4b Oration Sus of Eats 
Fa0nenntur, 
: | ö : - ourſelves 


own wants: that & le th ddr inne Big Serm. 


at beneffts the hath tecetved at his I 
A bee ie priine enen IE 


Pa 
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40 The Beauty of Holmeſs. 

Serm. ourſelves from the ground; even as Peter, 
II. when his chains fell off from his hands, and 
he was helped by the Angel, raiſed up himſelf, 
And thus ſtanding on our feet, we too gird 
ourſelves: to this -holy work of Praiſe now ap- 
pointed. to begin. But with what ſhould. it be- 
gin? What · ſo properly, as that moſt excellent 
and ancient Doxol odr, Gloy be to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, Sc. I call it moſt 
excellent, becauſe it is a Creed contained in an 
Hymn. As a Creed, it declares the bleſſed 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be 
the object of our faith ; whilſt as an Hymn, 
it makes the ſame the ſubject. of our praiſes. 
And therefore we find it added at the cloſe of 

the Athanaſian Creed, that Creed relatin 

wholly to the Trinity. ri 
I call jt ancient. For this being the form.of 
Baptiſm, * changed into an Hymn, it is pro- 
bable, that it was thus changed and thus uſed 
by the Apoſtles themſelyes. However, the pri- 
mitive uſe of this Form was made a ſtrong-ob- 
jection againſt Arius, that famous Heretick, 
who about the year 320 attempting to deſtroy 
the divinity of the Son, aſſerted that the pri- 
mitive Form was thus, « Glory be to the F; a- 

Aber, by 24:6 in the Holy Ghoſt, | 
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in the Gen Rane 9 4K 
Nom we have the Teſtimony, of St. Baſil; Sons: 


er, 

nd who wrote abour the year 370, that the Ortho- II : 
lf, dox Form which we now uſe, had been hand- 

rd ed down to his time in the writings of the moſt- 

p- celebrated Fathers, and was chen univerſally SES 2 
Xe uſed throughout. the Church. Cap. 29. De 

nt Spiritu F. However, f the other Form, 6 the 

"a- Son, in the Holy Choſt) had crept in in * 


few. places, without any ill deſign, as chat 
„ being founded on k this diſtin- 
ction: that in Lawds or giving Glory to God, 
they thought fit to uſe that firſt Form, which 
expreſſed the Godhead of the three Perſons to be 
all one, -cocternal and coequal. Bur in giving 
Thanks for graces or mercics received, the o- 


© k To this effect he argues, Cap. 7. ibid. "Ora N A . 
de & ge © lese, Y Y & Al eg Hege 
META” NATPO'E viva ava punglogophe 7 Aken. o J 
#5 nuts xe F aſala. e T7 1 as r6v, magray ew” 

| yh e oltiwer weys en, ar Arror e EN AYTO7 ce. 
% n F nde, "rairlo dus, "Ore d N I F Ag. 
vue iclv, & MEO' "or, #3 al for F Aeris le 4 
e. Num enim in 


aut quemode not adduxerir, Deogue nos afſermerit, confttmur bee 
bmeficium per ipſum & in ipſo, perafium eſſe. I ut ali 


fermula, cum quo, propria # Glorificantium; e per 
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* quem, ſir propria Gratias ag 
; Nota, 4 ere , run ꝙ et. een termini 
: equipollentes, ut idem Fs abun 2 . 25. & 27. ia 
, ut idem ſir, ſve utaris in, et. Ne es 
4 Gioia Patri cum wal] 
e 1. ther 
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gn is che Holy Ghoſt) 
Wo was fometimes alſo uſed, as exprefling more- 
NV er the mechod, whereby the fetond and third: 
Perſons in the Trinity conveyed thoſe benefits to 

vs. But after this mifuſe was made of it by 
Ariat, the Church wholly cancelled it, and 
entarging the former affixed it to her Liturgies 

in chis Form, Oldyy de to the Father, and to 

the Son, and tv the Holy Ghoft, now, and 

ever, Würm without end? and thus the Es- 

fern of Greek Church vſts it at this day: to 

which the Weſtern or Latin Church prefix'd - 

(in a * Council A. 442.) "Ag it was in the be- 
ginning; both to oppoſe the poiſon of Avius, 

who ſaid there was a beginning of time before 
Chriſt had any beginning; and alſo to declare 
RE hat. a wage. 
Primitive Form, and old Orthodox way of prai- 

fing God. And thus, O God, the holy Chuꝛch 
throughout all the Moꝛld (che Eafters and 

- Weſtern) voth acknowledge thee. 

Now what js this DoxoLocr to the Eter- 

nal Trinity, thus enlarged and perſected, but 

chat of the Church in heaven, which worſhipe 
before the throne, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 
eng one #— > —— | 
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de be caſt out'of our Linangy, er our Liturgy 


tinually, it can be no Ham in us de if "Sem | : 


q 2 


And du am. Tem, of bund ee 4 , 


gre (for as e obſerv'd, it is a Creed as well 
as an Hymn) being ſo often rehearſed in our 
Service, and that alternately by che Miniſter 
and People, and thus mutually exciting and 
confirming each other's faith, it muſt be their 
beſt Funn enen the attempts of ſome Mo- 
derns; wheteof one is fo wild, as to revivethat = 
very corruption of Arias, ſaying, Glory be 
to the Fathet, & the Son, in the Holy Ohoſtꝰ: 

whilſt che - other , tho' allowing the words as 
chey ſtand,” yet deſtroys the ſenſe of them by 


his novel interpretation; ' affieming expreſily, 


that we oug © not to give equal eee 
and Holy as we give to the Father. 
But, my Brethren, cither the Catholick Faith 
ts this, that we ——— 
and Cuntty in Unity; or chis Dem ought 


dut of the Church, yea, the Church it felf vut 
of the world. Either the Godheay-of the Fa . 
ther, Hon and Holy Shoft is all one, their 
Sun ne their Bajeffp toeteznal; or the 

Chriſtian Religion, and, in truth, all Religion, 
is at an end: eee n 111 5 
e i 
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After this . * 2 0 
e e e : 
LUJAH; which. being interpreted is, Pꝛaiſe ye 
the Lom: che people returning it with an 
united voice, Che Los name be praiſed. 
This Hallelujah may be conſider d, firſt, as 2 
Proper return to the foregoing Doxology: for 
as in chat we worſhip: the Trinity, fo in this 
the Unity. Ons ſecondly, as a proper invitation 
to the following work, which is Praiſe, and 
thatimois che Palms, which in the Hebrew 
is called, TR Boox os Pxarsts.: _ 

Then begins the Inviratory Plalm, — 
chat not abruptiy, but led in by the foregoing 
Verſicles and Anſwers; as the general Exhor- 
tation was by the introductory Sentences; ſa 
that in the leſſer pam there is alſo kept uß 
a likeneſs and 

This Plalm hach been thus highly honourd 
ſtom che beginning, as to be uſed daily in the 
publick worſhip, and to wear the title of the 
 Invirartory Plalm;:and it is juſtly thus ho- 
nour'd, being calculated to all the offices 7 
divine worſhip. Firſt, to Thankſgiving: 
come let ut ſing unto the Lord. with che rea- 
ſons annexed, Re PETITIONS 
nor. . world: Ver — — 


—— added at the Reſtoration, | | 
16A Sead 
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in the Common Prayer. 


Gu and a great King above all Gods. . 1 
condly, to Prayer; O come let ur fall down I. 


ad kneel before the Lord our maker; with 9 


the reaſon alſo given, as our peculiar Lord: 
for be is the Lord our God, and we are his 
peophe. Thirdly, to hearing; To day if you ci. . 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 


This Plalm, which is a compendious exhor- 


tatory to the whole Liturgy, is fitly here placed 


before the rehearſal of the Palms, which 


_ themſelves may be called a leſſer Liturgy. 


For in them are contained confeſſions, thank 
givings, praiſes, prayers, interoeſſions, inſtru- 


ions, in all things anſwering to our publick 


Service. For inſtance ; hath any one receiv'd 
a blefling? In the Palms he hath a thank- 
giving.  Hath he any to be requeſted? In the 
Palms he hath a petition. Hath he any evil 
to be mne In the Pſalms he hath a de- 
precation. Would he delight his foul in me- 
ditations ? Tn the Plalms'thy ſcenes of this Orem 
tion and of Providence are open'd in beauriful 
repreſentations. Would he humble his foul in 


humiliations? In the Palms * finds many; 
chat are penitential. 


| Now this variety of ſubjedts i in this ſacred 
collefiion, I mean the book of Pſalms, raiſeth 

in the worſhipper variety of paſſions, love and 
far, joy and ſorrow, chearfulneſs and contri- 
tion, 
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46 
err rigs, and dete which variety being found 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


in almoſt. every Portion appointed for che 


| VV Morning or Evening Service, and 


and. intermingling with each other, keeps the 
foul awake to chis heavenly work, by putting 


Ai (if I may fo ſpeak). into different poſtures. 


This not only gives ſprightlineſs to the foul, 


but harmony to the work. Theſe different 


in the ſoul of David, whilſt he ſung 


theſe hymne unto the Lord, were as diſcords 


upon his barp ; which are neceſſary. to give 
ſweetnels - to the ſound of thankſgiving, and 
to make be vuice thereof to be the voice of 


melody, This intermixture in the P/alms 


muſt be to. all. thoſe, who are made after Da- 
vid's own heart, as he: was after God's, the 
height of harmony; whilſt to thoſe perhaps, 
whoſe. hearts are untuned to holy things, no- 
thing, but irregularity. At the end of each 


Fſalm che n Doxology. is added to-cloſe and to 


crown..itz. which: being. an hymn. of Glory, as 
it. is. fit. to conclude the Pſalms, whoſe: proper 


ſub. is. glorifying God ; ſo being wholly a 
Chriſtian:hymn; it adopts the Plalms: compo- 


Er e ao tho I oe ee 
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gel the whole 1 * 


once ® every. month, as is. appointed, they be» 
come more known. and. familiar to Chriſtians, 
than any other; part af the Scriptures, This 


part of God's word is indeed above all nigh a- 


to them; and not only, in their heart, but in 
their mouth. Neither can any. hence object 
againſt our Liturgy, chat herein it has: ſhewn 

an higher regard to the Pſalmt, than to any 
other books of che holy Bible. For theſe art 
compoſe, and fitted for adoration, whereas 
1 are chiefly for inſtruction. 
Not bs che Himes in ty ene Tema 


. _ 1 


'n The e diviſion of theBook;of Plabngintg ee 
portions, affizing a ſeparate, portion to, esch dax, and. the, | 
circle of the whole ta the cixcuit of the month, ſeems to be 

more commodious, than what had been befote invented in 
the Church. For the dixiſion of chem into  ſeven-Portions, 

called Nofturvs, ſo that they, were read over. cyery weck. 
| (as practiſed in the Lat Church), ſeem'd too "tedipys. And 
the diviſion of them into twenty Portiche, o as to be read 
over in ſo many days, or two thirds of the month (as practi. 
ſed in the Greek Church) if leſs tedious, mult have been too 
uncertain, every Portion perpetually Ghifting, its day, like the 
moveable Feafts: Whereas in our Church the ſeveral Por- 
tions, into which they are * being flred in their or- 
der, each Portion to its day, they: are-thereby. made certain 
and immoyeable : and being enlarged in thgir number, being 
| thirty and ſo-altagether filling. yp;the r 

n or burdenſome to che Service. 
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48 The Bruty: of Holineſs 


* namely, of the bleſſed Virgin, Zachary, and 


Simeon, have with an equal regard been ta- 

ben out and incorporated. into our daily Ser- 

vice. And after the Leſſons, where each of 

theſe Hymns is appointed ſeverally with a 

Plalm, the Hymn is "put: Alt: by” Faye bew- 
n 

The mach as tothe ſubſtance of the Plalms. 


NC TT TR TT rs 
$10 | or by turm, according to the ancient cuſtorn 


OE 14 


of the o Catholick Church; and according to 
che pattern ſet us by the Church of heaven; 
where, in ſinging the Tyiſagium, the Sera- 
. phims are ſaid to cry one to another, And 
this cuſtom is well retained in our Church, 
whether appointed to be /iing, as in our Ca- 
Fhedral Service, or to be v /aid, as in our Pa. 
eee * en enn * 


x 2. 9-1 2 


9 * - FY * 


5 2 to the —— from St. Baſil, 21 7 
be- x) ras N dE, alarinabi, ſis, a α 
dane, Ad ſalmodiam gn; & nunc in duas pow! 
divif alternis ſuccinentes pſallunt. 
For this reaſon, the word; ſaid, was added in the Ribric 
before the tt Plalm, DILL 15 &cc. Pn 
cond your * dw. G. 


ki, : | 0 


ö ano; ants ad A od e on ow aol ads oe oa 


— 


„% Wo CO RR Pe 


title. 


one fide of the Choie 8 chey denn 


hereby both provoke and relieve each others 


piety; they provoke it by this holy contention, WWW 


and relieve it by this interchange. And for 


theſe reaſons it is no leſs neceſſary, tho leſs 


beautiful, in our Parochial Service; where: 
the reading of the Pſalms is divided between 


the Miniſter and People. For did not the Con- 


gregation bear their part, what is become of 
their promiſe, where they ſay, Dur mouth 
hail thew fo2th thy pꝛaiſe? Or to what end | 
is that exhortation of the Miniſter, Pꝛaiſe ye 

the Low? Nay, of what uſe is the Invitatory 
Plalm it ſelf, O rome, let us ſing, Sc.? If 


the People j Join not, this Pſalm can neither de- 


ſerve its place in our Service, nor anſwer its 


Beſides, if this join not in the P/alms, nei- 


ther will they do it in the Reſpox/es, or any 


other part of the Service; but will ſtand all the 
while in our Churches, juſt as they do in the 
Conventicles, hearers only, not doers. And is 
this an acceptable Service unto the Lord? 
Will ye call theſe a Congregation of worſhip- 
pers, which ſtand only a company of mutes? 
If they of the Separation * reproach this cu- 


ſtom in our Church, nay and accuſe, what we 


x This has been called, Tofſine of Tennis balls. - | | 


The Beatty of Holinife | 


erm. call an excellency, as an iniquity; 
II. chat it is not lawful for the People to OR or 
peur any part in publick worſhip; ou? of their 


o mouths will we judge them. For do 
not they join, both men and 4 women, with 
their Teacher in ſinging Pfalms? Is not this 
their chief delight, their principal boaſt? If 
then (as the publick anſwer was) this were 
lawful in Hopkins s Pſalms, why not in Da- 
vids? If in metre, why not in proſe? And if 
in a Palm, why not in a Litany ? * Wherefore 
| above all am gs this * cuſtom of the Peo- 
ple 


q 1 ſpegk this, "becauſe * tis e objected Bind u o- 
men's joining in the publick worſhip, from the miſapplication 
of that paſſage, 1 Cor. 14. 34. where tis ſaid, that it is not per- 
mitted to them to ſpeak in the Church. For neither is it permit- 
ted to men to ſpeak in the ſame ſenſe, that is, by way of 

- preaching or teaching, unleſs ordained thereunto. But in 
praying and ſinging unto God and in all other common 
actions of worſhip, wherein tis permitted to men, tis doubt- 
leſs no leſs permitted to women to ſpeak and join, being e- 
qually partakers of the ſame covenant, and entitled to the 
ſame privileges of the Chriſtian Religion, which: makes no 
diſtinction of ſexes. For in Chriſt Jeſus there is _— mor 
ton but we are all one. Gal. 3. 28. 
r © See the Savoy Conference kee enz d. . 

For this engages. the Pariſhioners to furniſh themſelys 
3 their children with Common-prayer-books, and to uſe 
them at Church: whereby as they become better acquainted | 
-with the Pſalms, ſo do they with every other portion of the 

Service, wherein they are appointed to bear à part. For 
8 a great, tho a too — miſtake to think, * 
| r 


where _ up. The — . of it is nell II. 
uſeful; the neglect of it no leſs miſchievous. UNS 


Beſides," it, deſtroys that beauty of holineſs, 

which ſhines moſt in the Pſalms, the nobleſt 
part of all publick worſhip. Nay, it turns them 
into a ſet of Leſſons, and thereby takes away 

that diſtinction and regard, which ſhould be gi- 
ven to the Leſſons appointed for the day. But 

let us obſerve, _ | 
Secondly, The poſture uſed when the Palms 
are rehearſed, which is STANDING: the Chri- 
ſtian Church in this thing, as in many others, 


imitating the Jewiſh. For when the Prieſts 1 Chron. - 
waited on their Office, the Levites alſo with: © 


inſtruments of muſic of the Lord, which 
David the Ki img had mo fo Ade che Lord, 5 


. 4 * - ” * 


Clerk alone is to do 4 in their lead. Wor : tis "_ APs of 
every Pariſhioner and every perſon in the Congregation, to 
do the ſame, and to make all the ſame anſwers that the 
Clerk does, only it is proper that they do it with an humble, 
as he with à more audible voice. This is generally. done in 
Cities and Towns, and would to God it were done alſo in 
Villages. This alone would of courſe lead them into a better 
knowledge, and by conſequence into à better eſteem of the 
Common: prayer. But on the contrary, if this cuſtom of 
the Peoples joining in reading the Pſalms be laid aſi le, the 
effect of it will be, that in a few years there will ſcarce be a 
 Common-prayer-book in the Patiſh, and the effect of that 
' with regard: to the Peoples nne, __ value the i, i 
ww any one to gueſs 22. 


„ is + | - wii 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. when David prair d by their miniſtry, and the 
II. Priefts ſounded Trumpets ah chen, mo 
Iſrael Sroopop. 


But this cuſtom of flanding is 4150 not 
from the imitation of the Jews, but direction 
of Nature. For by 'the erection of the body 
we expreſs the elevation of the ſoul, when in 
thankſgiving we lift it up unto the Lord: as by 
kneeling down we expreſſed the contrition of 
our hearts, when in confeſſion of fin we hum- 
bled chem before the throne of Grace. Theſe ; 
poſtures of kneeling and ſtanding are nat 
indications of the affections of the heart: 
tho' continued down in our Church the fame 
as before the Reformation, yet this is not in 
conformity to the uſage of Popery, but to the 
more ancient appointment, and (if I may fo 
ſpeak) original Rubric of Nature it ſelf ; which 
hath - not only eſtabliſhed this correſpondence 
of our inward affections with our bodily ge- 
ſtures, but hath alſo written it in our counte- 
nances. In theſe likewiſe we read contrition 
and ſhame in him, that is penitent: in theſe 
we read joy and thankſgiving in him, that 

rejoiceth. Do men ſmile at confeſſion of 
5 fin? Or do they weep in acts of thankſgiving ? 

So ĩt is with the poſtures or geſtures of the body: 

they are ſuited by Nature to different actions of 
W And non-conformity to them, becauſe 

5 * 


- er 


£ they are enjoined alſo by the Church, is even 3 
unnatural, as well as irreligious. O praiſe the II. 
Lord, flanding in the courts of the Lord, S 


After the Pſalms follow the Lessons. For «. 
having (according to the Exhortation) ſet foꝛth 
God's moſt woꝛthy p2atſe, we proceed to hear 
his moſt holp. woꝛd. And thus a reſpite or in- 
termiſſion is given to che bent of the mind: for 
whereas in the work of praiſing it was actiye, 
in hearing it is only attentiye. Beſides, a dif- 
ferent faculty of the foul is now call d upon to 
take its turn in the work of the Sanctuary. For 
before in the Pſalms the will and affections were 
employ'd ; but now in the Leſſons cheifly the 
underſtanding, And it is with the faculties. of 
the mind, as with the members of the body; | 
that in working by turns there ariſes no weari- _ 
neſs to either, but in both a mutual emulation, 
and from emulation an earneſtneſs. 

Thus when the ſoul has been exalted by acts 
of praiſe, it is the more awaken d to holy ſpe- 
culation open d to us in the Scriptures: and when 
delighted with ſpeculation, in beholding the 
wondrous things of God's Law, it eagerly re- 
turns to thankſgiving. For the table of the heart, 

like the altar of God, is already warm'd by the 
burnt-offering of thankſgiving taken out of the 
Plalms. And whatever new materials of praiſe, 
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Plal. 134-7 


54 ' The Beauty of Holiniſs 


Serm. in a moment he fire kindles, and breaks forth 


; S 5 b 
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For the ſubject and ſupply 


IVY whereof, to Cath hath appointed thoſe two 
ancient Hymns, the Te Deum, that is, We 
praiſe thee, O God, Sc. or the * Benedicite, 
that is, O all ye wozks of the Loꝛd, Sc. the 
former framed for conſtant uſe, the latter for 
more particular occaſions. The firſt (as tis ge- 
nerally receiv d) was compoſed by St. * Ambroſe 
for the baptiſm of St. Auguſtine : and hath been 
ever ſince uſed i in the Church above thirteen hun- 
dred years. An Hymn to the holy Trinity, 
worthy of the Spouſe of Chriſt, rational and ma- 
jeſtick: and among all the compoſures of man 
uninſpir d, made for the Sanctuary, this may 
juſtly hold the firſt place, fit for the tongue of 
men and of Angels, And tis obſervable, that 


r This Canticle, entitled, The ſong of * three Children, 


is aſcribed to the three Iſraelites, ſung by them in the midſt 


of the ficry furnace, as we read in the Apocrypha. But by | 
whomſoeverand upon whatſoever occaſion it was compoſed or 
uttered, it is certainly very ancient, being univerfally uſed in . 
the Church in the moſt early times, and by many counted a 


part of Scripture. 


But granting it otherwiſe, yet this and the 


Te Deum, are the only Hymns uſed in our Service that are of 
man's compoſing ; Our Church being careful, even beyond 
all the ancient Churches, in ſinging to God to ſing in the words 


of God. This Canticle is a Paraphraſe ofthe 145th Pſalm. 


* Archbiſhop Uſher finding it in two MSS. aſcribed to Ni- 
cetins Biſhop of Triers about the year 530, L Eſtrange, Stilling- 
fleet, and others concur in that opinion. Uſher de Symbolo, 
7. 3. Stilling. Origin. Brit. wt p. 222. 
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in the Common Prayer. 


the Church hath not added the Doxology, Glow Sein 
. 


be to the Father, Ge. after this, as after all 
the other Hymns, to cloſe and crown it with WE 


perfection. For what is the Te Deum, but 


| chiefly a paraphraſe upon the Doxology, the 
fame Hymn to the bleſſed Trinity, ny drawn 


in a larger form? 
As the interpaſal of this Hymn after the fr | 


Leſſon gives the mind a reſpite from the work 


of attention; ſo the loftineſs of it lifts up the 
mind, and fits it for attending to the higher 


_ things revealed in the Goſpel, which now in 


the ſecond Leſſon are read to the Congrega- 

tion. And as at the firſt when the Angel had 
publiſh'd the glad tidings of Salvation, he was 
joined by a multitude of the heavenly Hoſt; 

ſo now when the fame tidings revealed in the 
New Teſtament are rehearſed by the Miniſter, 
he is likewiſe join'd by the whole multitude of 
the Congregation, praiſing God and ſaying, 
Bleſſed be the Loꝛd, Gc. or that Palm, O 
be joyful, Sc. Thus after each Leſſon ſuc- 
ceeds an Hymn, after the hearing of the ear 


follows the rejoicing with the lips; which, be- 


ſides the relief ariſing to the worſhipper by 
this interchange, beſides the beauty ariſing to 
the worſhip by this variety, has alſo this advan- 
tage; that in theſe Hymns at the ſame time we 


declare our aſſent to the Scriptures read unto 


E 4 


Serm. I For 


II. 


upen it breaks forth into adoration, which i is 
the nobleſt kind of confeſſion. + | | 


us. And the prophecies made by the Prophets, 

in the writings of the Evangeliſts we hear 

brought to paſs. Thus, as in the Viſion of 
Iſa. 6. 3. 


the acknowledgment of faith is beſt proved, 


In like manner ths Lens for che Zoning 
Service are followed by their reſpectiye Hymns. 


Io are provided after each Leſſon for variety; 
tho the one (as we before remark d) be chiefly 


fitted for the daily Service, the other for more 
Feſtival ſeaſons, it being leſt to the Miniſter t to 


vary and apply them to the occaſion. 


Now the appointment of two Leſſons, one 
out of the Ola, the other out of the New Te- 
ſtament, what is it but to ſhew the harmony 
and conſent, that the one bears to the other? 


For what was wrapt up in the Old Teſtament 


in types, in promiſes, and in prophecies, is all 
open'd and unfolded in the New. The types 
under the Law, in reading the Goſpel appear 


in ſubſtance. The promiſes made to the Fa- 


thers in the former, are in the latter fulfilled to 


T/aiah, one Seraphim cry d to another, ſaying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, ſignifying the three Perſons 


in the Trinity; fo the Old and New Tefta- 


- ment. anſwer one to the other, teſtifying the 


bom and . of the ſame one God, the 


Trinity 


Trinity in Unity: and i in / all ing 2 Wit 


neſs agrees together... 
Now as by: is harry che; lee the 


faith of the hearers is eſtabliſhed ; ſo by the 


order, wherein they are read, the underſtand- 


ing is enlightened. For firſt one out of the 


Old Teftament, then the · other out of the 
New ; correſpondent to the order of time,; 


wherein the Holy Ghoſt publiſhed them to the 
world: and whereby the mind of the hearer is 


gradually led from a darker! revelation to a 
clearer view, and by the veils of the 
Law to bear the yang Rd 
Goſpel. 

Wit therefore the Leſtöns, aner S f 


the Oli or New Teſtament, are read in our 
ears, we ſhould not let them paſs away, as a vul- 
gar hiſtory, or an idle Legend, or as the word 
of man; bur reverently. liſten to it, as it is in 

truth the word of God. For the Miniſter in 


reading the Scriptures is, even as flaron was, 
the mouth of God to the People: for which 


57! 


cauſe he is directed © to turn his face to them 


« as ſpeaking to them from God; and to read 


STANDING, to ſignify his authority. When 
therefore he ſtandeth up in order to read the 
Leſſon, let every devout hearer take up that ad- 


vice, which Eli gave to Samuel waiting like- 


t ( 


* | 


50 


| 


| 


Serm. Speak, Lord: for thy ſervant heareth. And 
II. let us not only harken, but apply what we 
AAT hear: if examples, let theſe lead us; if pre- 
cepts, let theſe teach us; if commands, let thefe 
bind us; if promiſes, let theſe encourage us; 
if threats, let theſe warn us; if mercies, let 
theſe comfort us; if judgments, let theſs a- 
waken us. In whatſoever way the Leſſon bri 
us inſiruct ion in righteouſneſs, which it al. 
ways doth in ſome way, let us at the cloſe an- 
ſwer with the Congregation of Iſrael, ſaying 
xod. 19. in our hearts, ali that the Lord hath Hates 
we will do. 
The time would fail me, ſhould I bes en- 
large upon the wiſdom and judgment of our 


Sam. 3 


to u particular days and occaſions, whether of 
Feſtivals or Faſts. But one thing I muſt re- 
mind you, that on * Sundays, the chief days of 


_—_— 


u As for Saints days, the firſt Leſſon is generally choſen 
out of the moral books, ſuch as Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Ecclu/. 
and Wiſdom : which being inſtructions of an holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs, are thought moſt fit to be read on the 
days of Saints, whoſe Lives were examples thereof. The 
ſecond Leſſon, if it relates not to the Hiſtory of the Saint, 


goes on in the ordinary courſe. 
w Which choice was the principal addition and amend- 


ment made at the reviſal of the Liturgy under Queen El- 
'zabeth; the Leſſons for the Sundays, and almoſt for all 
Holy-days, did in King Edwards Liturgy take their turn, as 


-oflier ordinary days, in the Calendar. 
Now 


Church in chuſing out and ſuiting the Leſſon 


4 An e e b ahh Sons 
e II. 


e 


- — by 


— * 


Now in the courſe of Leſſons for ordinary days, the 
Church begins with Geneſis when ſhe begins the year, and ſo 


continues on through all the Books of the Old Teftament 


« (except certain books and chapters that are leaſt edifying) 


till near Advent. To which time the book of 1/aiah is re- 
ſerved, being the cleareſt Prophecy of Chriſt and his coming, 
and therefore moſt ſuitable to that ſeaſon. 

But in the Leſſons for Sundays the Church takes a diffe- 


rent courſe. For it begins the book of Geneſis on Sepruage- 


ſima Sunday, becauſe then begins the time of Penance, to 
which Geneſis treating of the Fall of man and God's judg- 
ments upon the world for fin, is thought beſt to ſuir. And 
ſo it goes on thro” the other books in order; only 1/ajab is 


reſerved till Advent for the Leſſons alſo on Sundays, as well 


as ordinary days, and for the aforeſaid reaſon. 


Thoſe. books and chapters, that . are leaſt edifying, and 


might be beſt ſpared, are Chronicles and Solomon's Song,” 
the former being omitted, becauſe almoſt the ſame as the 
books of Kings ; the latter, becauſe of its myſtical ſignifi- 
cation. Alſo ſome particular chapters in other books are 
omitted, becauſe the ſame with ſome read before, or becauſe 
full of Genealogies, or ſome other matter, which is leſs edi- 


fying ; or becauſe wrapt up in myſtery and viſion, as many 


chapters in Ezekiel, And for this reaſon alſo the book of 


the Revelation is not read, only ſome particular chapters ta- . 


ken out of it upon particular Holy-days. 


After the Canonical Books of the Old Teſtament are read 


through, to fill up the remaining part of the year, ſome books 
of the Apocrypha are appointed to be read; wherein the 
Church thus juſtifies herſelf in her Articles, that ſhe © reads 


« theſe books for inſtruction of life and example of man _— 
ners; but yet doth not apply them to eſtabliſh any Doc- 


« trine”: Moreover, that tho ks be not Canonical Scrip- 
ee ture, 


* 


* 
* 
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| that © whereas the, ancient Fathers ſo order'd the __ 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm, rial and inſtructive paſſages in the Old Teſta. 


wear By. this method the poorer fort, wha 
S 35 | E 
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ture, yet 2 1 are . to the ſame”, and Sis theſe 
may be read to the Congregation, as well as Sermons preach'd 
which are confeſſedly human writings, and often much in- 
ferior, and ſometimes not . agreeable to the ſame”: Laſtly, 


that none of theſe Books are appointed to be read on the 


Sundays z but (as we ſaid) the very choiceſt chapters of the 
Canonical Books. 

But how can the Sectariſts obj ect, that the Church by read. 
ing theſe excludes, or (in their own phraſe) juſtles out the 
Canonical Scriptures, when they omit the publick reading 
of far the greateſt part of them. For if they keep to the 


' DixEcTORY, that appoints ** that two Leſſons, one out of 


« each Teſtament, be read at every Meeting, which is ſel. 
& dom held but twice on Sundays”; that is, four chapters 
every Sunday. Yet this amounts but to the ſeventh part of 


what the Church reads, which are moreover four Leſſons 


for each of the other ſix days of the week. And as to 


their order in reading them, if they follow the Digecrorr, 


this appoints, ** that ordinarily, where the reading in either 
« Teſtament endson the Lord's-day, it is to begin the next”. 
If then they begin the year at Geneſis for, the firſt Leſſons; 


they cannot go beyond the middle of Leviticus, which make 


up 104 chapters: nor beyond the middle of St. Luke in the 
Goſpels, nor beyond Epheſians in the Epiſtles; which toge- 
ther make up the ſame number for the two ſecond Leſſons; 
ſuppoſing that they begin that for morning at St. Matthew, 


and the other for the evening at Romans. Not but it has 


been and is the cuſtom in many Meetings to read no Leſſon 
at all, « Jeſt the ordinance of preaching be ſtraitned, as the 
Dragcrorr above all things cautions. 


As to the method of reading the Scriptures in the Church 


of Rome, I ſhall only repeat the words of our Reformers, 


| tament is read once, but the New thrice every year. 


- 8 FEE 1 
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have neither kill to read che Scriptures, nor Sermi, 
always leiſure to attend the reading of them j. 
on the week-days, even theſe have not only (SJ 


the Goſpel. 3 unto: them, but moreo- 
ver Moſes. and the n ee _ to them 
every Sabbath-day. 

But to proceed: When the two Leſſons are 
chus followed by their reſpective Hymns; 
then comes on a rehearſal of the CREED by 
all the Congregation; in which they give their 
aſſent to the particular Scriptures now read unto. 
— and not ** Ts. but to all ths 


„ 


« that all the whole Bible (or the greateſt part of it) ſhould 
« be read oyer once every year; this godly and decent or- 
« der has been ſo altered, broken, and neglected, by plant= 
« ing in uncertain Stories and Legends, with a multitude of 
« Reſponds, Verſes; vain Repetitions, Commemorations, 
« and Synodals; that commonly, when any book of the 
« Bible was begun, after three or four chapters were read 
« out, all the reſt were left unread; For the remedy where- 
11 of, the reading of the holy Scripture was by them ſo ſet 
« forth, that all things ſhould be done in order without 
« breaking one piece off from another. For this caule 
« were cut off Anthems, Reſponds, Invitatories, and ſuc 

« like things, as did break the continual courſe of the read- 

« ing of the Scripture, * 
Thus then if we look on the right hand or on the left, to 
the Papiſs and Diſſentert, our order of reading Scripture far 
exceeds them both. Nay, it ſeems to exceed the order of 
the ancient Fathers; for whereas they ſo ordered it, that 
« all the whole Bible (or the greateſt part of it) ſhould be 
read over once every year”; in our Church the Old Teſ- 


Articles 
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Ser Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which are clear. 
II. ly contained in the body of the Scriptures; and 
a bich are affirmed, and not without grounds, to 
be collected into this Creed by che Apoſtles 
themſelves, and upon this en POR 
ted, the Apoſiles Creed. 
But my principal buſineſs 3 5 
obſerve that admirable order and chain, where- 
by. the ſeveral and offices of the n 
mon- prayer are held together. 

Now the rehearſal e nac 
berween the duties of hearing and of Prayer: 
it comes after the reading God's molt holy 
wo2d, and goes before the agking thoſe things, 

that aze neceſſazy as well for the body as the 

foul 

_ Firſt, if we conſider iz wick regard. 40 the 

Leſons, what could follow with greater pro- 

Rom. 10 Priety? For ſince faith cometh by hearing, 

„tit was meet that confeſſion of faith ſhould fol- 
low as its proper production. On the other 

Heb. 4. 2. hand, ſince the word read profiteth not, un- 

 teſs mixed with faith in them that hear it, 
therefore this rehearſal of the Creed, which 

awakens and ſtrengthens our faith, reflects 

back an efficacy upon the word juſt read in our 

ears. 'So that the Leſſons being followed by 

the Creed, by this connexion there is a reci- 
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procal virtue, 'a mutual confirmation derived Seem. | 
from one to the other. But, 
" Secondly, if we conſider the Creed wh AN 


regard to the prayers which follow in the Cot 
leffs and Litany, the confeſſion of faith is a 
good preparative thereunto. For it declares to 
us the true object of all Chriſtian worſhip to 


be one God ſubſiſting in three Perſons: without 


which diſtin&t knowledge of the one only true 


God, we Chriſtians ſhould, like the blind Sa- 
maritans, worſhip we know not what; or 


like the Athenians, no leſs blind in this re- 


ſpect, build bur altars to an unknown God. 


We learn then from the Creeds, thoſe Con- 


fellions of the Chriſtian faich, what — ; 


faith is; namely, © that we muſt worſhip 
« one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity”, 
Now as without faith, ſo without this right 
faich, tis equally impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

In this judicious placing of the Creed, fo vi- 


ſibly to the uſe, of edifysng, our Church doth 


excel the Church of Rome. For, as we be- 


fore obſerv'd, that their Confeflion of fin was 


improperly placed in the latter: part of their 
Service, ſo their Confeſſion of Faith is as un- 


profitably placed in che beginning of it. But 


let not the Diſſenters rejoice, that we put this 
objection into their mouth againſt the  Papiſts 


br miſplacing the Creed, ſince they allow ic 


no 


* 
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/ Seem. 0 wa <a 
that put ring And can the Confeflion of it 
ball, dead Letter”? But to proceed: 
* - This Confeſſion of faith is made by the 
b while Congregation, che People repeating it 
after the Miniſter. For it is not enough for a 
Chriſtian to believe rightly with his heart, un- 
leis he confeſs the fame openly with his mouth. 


l No our Church hath provided for us in both. 


Rom. 10. For as in hearing the Leflons, with the heart 


10 man believeth unto righteouſneſs ; ſo in re- 


| hearling the Creed, with the mouth confe ion 
* made unto ſalvation. 
And for this reaſon the Creed is fo formed, 


n n de mhgurſed by every one in his own 


perſon, not by the Congregation, as a body. 


We do not confeſß in conjunction, ſaying, We 
believe in God ; but each for himſelf, ſaying, 
J believe, Ge. Infornuch that the Prieſt him. 
Kon who elſeuhere is the publick Miniſter of the 

ſeems here to become a private 
— of it even as others, confeſſing only for 
himſelf. Wherefore let not the People deceive 
themſelves; imagining, that if the Miniſter re- 
cites the Creed, and they fay, Amen, at the 
cloſe ; chat this ſhall be imputed to and ac- 
cepted for them: for his confeſſion is wholly 


perſonal, made only for himſelf; he ſaith even 


as every other Perſon, J believe, . 


© , 


N he is des not * Peoples "tl but only 2k 

: guide, going before them; he is not the mouth, IL 
but rather hand to the Congregation, leading A 

he them on in making their confeſſion: and they 

Ic ought all to follow him with an audible voice, 

4 This open Confeſſion with the mouth, to be 

wk made by all the People, is chieflf with regard 

th. 

th, 

rt 

re- 

on 


to men; before whom hereby as we give glory 
to God, ſo we call upon others to be witneſſes, _ 
approvers, and followers of our faith. For 
with regard to God who ſeeth the heart, it is 
ſufficient to a man's righteouſneſs or | 
tion in his fight, if he believeth with the 7 
h /rart. And in this reſpect allo che practice . 
50 the Church of Rome ſeems deficient, which 
y. appoints the Creed, as well as Lord s- prayer, to 
fle be ſaid ſecretò, ſecretly ; that is, either men- 
18, 
m 


ally, with the heart, not wich the mouth, 

. which is no confeſſion at all; or filendy, every 
* one to himſelf, not audibly in the hearing of 
* . Congregation; which defeats the intended 


* effects of confeſſion, to wit, the ſatisfying the 
Ve Congregation, that we hold the fame faith, and 
5 the encouraging and confirming chem in the | 
he kme. 8 

AC- For the firmer eſtabliſhinent of our faith, 


lly che Church hath appointed that Confeſſion, 
en commonly called the Creed of St. Athanaſins, 
Xe to be uſed inſtead of the Apoſtles Creed, This 
he NT a PF being 
| 


Serm. being too large for the daily. he ks 5 
11. pointed to be uſed on the three great 3 Y 


to wit, on Chriſtmas-day, Eaſter- day, and 


IV hit ſunday, (theſe days being to us High- 
days) and moreover, on ten other leſſer Feſti- 


vals, placed between thoſe greater at ſuch in- 


rervals ; that once every month ar leaſt this ex- 


cellent Creed might take its turn in our wor- 
ſhip. So careful is our Church, that her chil- 
dren ſhould above all things underſtand, and 
that underſtanding they ſhould © hold the 2 
« tholick Faith. 


This Creed faith the learned * Hooker, « was. 
« both in the Eaſt and Feſt Churches accepted 
ec as a treaſure of an ineſtimable price, by as ma- 
<« ny as had not given up even the very ghoſt of 
« belief.” And thus hath it been accepted by 


our Church, and may it thus ever remain, may 
it ever ſtand, as eſtabliſh'd with the other two 


Creeds in our Liturgy. For ſeeing this like- 


wiſe is the Confeſſion of our Chiiſtian:F aith, 
as in the Rubrick it is entitled, they that ſtrike 


at it, what do they but ſtrike at the eſtabliſh- 


ment, not ſo much of the Church of * | 
as of the Church of Chriſt? 
Fhus far then we are advanced: and we 


rut that a order and e hath Ly 
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appeared, the beauty of holineſs hath ſhone Serm. 
forth, in the principal parts of our Service, as II. 
they are laid down in the Exhortatian. | We SYY 


have ſeen our Church acknowledging her ſins, 


in the Confeſſion; then © ſetting forth God's 


« moſt worthy praiſe, in the Pſalms then 
« hearing his moſt holy word, in the Leſſons; 
and after that with one heart and one mouth 


| declaring her aſſent to the Catholick Faith, in 
che Creed. And now having her conſcience 


abſolved from her fins, and her affections warm- 


ed with thankſgiving, and her underſtanding 
enlightned by the word, and her faith ſtrength- 
ned by her publick confeſſion, how fit and pre- 


pared is ſhe to enter ſolemnly on fupplication 
and prayer, and to ask thoſe things that are 
neceſſary as well fo2 the body as the ſoul, 
as they are appointed i in the following parts of 
the Service, to wit, the Collects and Litany? 


68 The Beauty of Holineſs 


o lere I muſt rer the decen- 
cy of our Church, that ſhe doth not 
56655 break in abruptly upon this Office of 
Prayer, any more than ſhe did upon that of 
Praiſe. For as before the Pſalms there was a 
mutual exhortation between the Minifter and 
People, the Miniſter exhorting the People, 
Praiſe pe the Lom: the people anſwering, 
: Ther, The Low's name be pꝛailed: ſo here before 
I- 16: they begin their petitions, the Miniſter bleſſeth 
the People for this holy work, ſaying, The 
2 Tim. 4 Low be with you: and the People pray for 
him in the diſcharge of it, replying,” And with 
thy ſpirit. Theſe Forms, faith an ancienc 
x Council, all the Eaſt retains, as deliver'd down 
by the Apoſtles. 
And in ched. ber lee e wiſdom of the 
Church hath imitated the skill of Nature. Fot 


x Placuit ut Epiſcopi & Profbyteri uno modo ſalutent populum, 
dicentes, Dominus vobiſcum; & ut reſpondeatur à populo, =. 
bt, cum ſpiritu tuo: ſieut ex ab ipſis Apoftolis traditum omnis Ori- 
ens revinut. Concil. . Can. 21. 563. 
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in the Common Prayer. 


as in framing the body of man Nature has not Serm, 
only form d the limbs in proportion, and placed III. 
them in order; but has alſo faſten d them with VV 


joints, which ſeem made no leſs for beauty than 
neceſſity: ſo in compoſing the body of our 
Common-prayer, . the Church hath not only 
framed the ſeveral Offices of a due length, and 


ranged them in a juſt method, but has like- 


wiſe united them with verſicles, as it were with 
joints; which, tho' leſs regarded, are yet the 


no leſs beautiful than neceſſary parts of our Li- 


turgy: ſo that we ſhall find as great — — 


| and art in theſe connexions, as there is in the 


compoſitions themſelves. 
But before they all kneel down, the Mini- 


© ſter beſpeaks the Congregation in that moſt an- 


cient Form, Let us pay: which being repeat 
ed in ſeveral places, hath its ſeveral uſes: 
Firſt, Of inſtruction, teaching us that now 
we enter upon prayer, which hath been for a 
while intermitted. Let us, who have been em- 


ployed in praiſing, and in hearing, paſs on to 


the duty of praying. Let us now pray. 
Secondly, Of invitation, calling upon the 

People to join in the following Prayers, and not 

to liſten as at the Leſſons. The Miniſter chal- 


lenges not this Office to himſelf, ſaying to the 
People, Hear me pray, but, Let ur pray; Let 


us all join in this holy wok. 
. Thirdly,” 


70. The Beauty of Holineſs E 


Serm. Thirdly, Of admonition, baniſhing all 
II. drowſineſs, buſineſs, wandrings, vanities, and | 
VV levities out of our thoughts and demeanours 
| at this ſolemn duty, Let us not dream like 1 
the ſluggard, nor muſe like che worldling, nor 7 
gaze about like the idle, nor talk like che | 
impertinent, nor laugh like the inſolent; but 
let us ſeriouſly mind what we are about ; Let 
us prey, [ 
Fourthly, Of exhortation, awakening, exci- 
ting and inflaming our piety, In the ancient 
Liturgies che Deacon was appointed to cry a- 
load,” Ei] was Jenbd pp, that is, let us pray ve- 

\ | hemently: and again ſometime after, cſeuis tg, 
more vehemently. And this is the uſe of it in 
the firſt inſertion of it at the latter end of the 
Litany; where having all along prayed i in an 
earneſt manner, that our devotion may notflag, 
but hold on to the end, the Church calls upon 
us, Let us pray, that is, pray on with equal 
or greater vehemency. 

 Fifthly, It ſerves for a mark of tranſition 
from one kind r praying to anpther,. from 
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7""F" 0 ali ixtozowelrw T nav, e 1g is Ve 5, | à vo- 
cer, & yiaden, & Cor. Let the Deacon inſpect the Con- 
gregation, that no perſon whiſpers, or fleeps, or laughs, ox 
nods. 4 i Conflitie. Chap. 75 Book bh. 


1 .o oo. 


2 Preces | 


it is inſerted again at the cloſe of the Litany. 


Tr 


x Preces & to Orationes. | 131 in "ok laſt 1 * Serm. 


Let us change and collect our alternate ſuppli- — 


cations into Collects; Let us, who have pray- 
ed Litanywiſe, now pray Collectwiſe. 

And after all theſe uſes of this F orm, ſhall 
it be treated as an uſeleſs tautology ? Let thoſe, 
who have neither wandrings nor weakneſs ia 
prayer, deſpiſe this exhortation: let thoſe, who 


have no variety or diſtinction in their worſhip, | 


deride this mark of tranſition: let them mock, 
at theſe helps of devotion. We reprove them 
not; no, but let the very Heathen reproye — 
who, conſcious of the ſame human infirmities, 
| appointed 2 one at their Sacrifices to cry aloud 
at ſet times: Tre wegrle, attend, or mind 
what you are about. 

After this Form both Prieſt and People, all 
kneeling, begin with the Lord's-prayer. Now 


tho' this Prayer was faid once before, to wit, 


after che Abſolution; yet chat 185 we obſerved) 


2 In the Latin ; Liturgies Preces were thus diſtinguiſh'd from 


Orationes. -Preces were thoſe alternate petitions, where the 


People join'd with ſhort Reſponſals or Verſicles. Orationex 


were thoſe, that were ſaid by the Prieſt alone, the People 


only anſwering, Amen. 


4 O 61 ige 1e eri 11 Seien, 0 123 Wager”, pryaay 


Por, “ 1570 wegrle., When the Prieſts are officiating, in ſa- 
cred things, the Cryer proclaims with a loud voice, At- 
L tend, mind what you are about. Plutareh in Coroliano. 
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BN 2 diſtin Office of wel, J 


from this, we are now entring upon, by the 
nterpoſal of two diſtinẽt Offices or duties, 


namely of praiſe as in the P/a/ms, and of 


Hearing as in the Leſſons. And therefore all 


now following the Creed being a diſtinct Of- 


fice, the inſerting the Lord's prayer here i in the 


beginning ſerves, as to perfect, ſo to diſtinguiſn 


it. And tho this Prayer be uſed ſeyeral times 


in the courſe of the Morning ſervice, yet it can- 
not be ſaid to be repeated, unleſs this were done 
in the ſame Office. 


In the former uſe of this Prayer there went 


before it a confeſſion of fin at large: and here 
„ 6 fitly introduc d by, Kugze Nane, or, Loꝛd 
have mercy upon us; which is a perfect con- 
feſſion of ſin, tho wrapt up in ſo ſhort a ſen- 


tence or verſicle. Nay it is not only a confeſ- 


fion, but a ſhort Litany, as it was called by 


the Ancients. And it hath this reſemblance 


with our larger Litany: for as in that we call 
upon each Perſon in the Trinity by a diſtinct 


invocation, crying, 1*, O God the Father 


of heaven, 24%. O God the Son Reveem- 
er of the wozld, 34y. O God the holy Ghoſt 
p2oceeding fꝛom the Father and the Son: 


have me2cy npon us mileꝛable finnezs; ſo 5 
in this ſupplication thrice repeated, we are 
— to pray, — „ond the Father, 

b Chu 


„ nene oh 0 en ft a. 
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be laſt belonging 70 the Miniſter. 


» Chaiſe rg PUNE, 
Ghoſt: have me2cy upon us. This -< three- III. 
fold repetition. of the words is with regard to 


the three Perſons in the Trinity, to which it is 


thus thrice ſeparately addreſſed. 


Thi moſt bumble and -pathetick. Litany 


directed to the bleſſed Trinity, is generally 
throughout the Liturgy placed before the 


Lord s- prayer, as a proper introduction to it; 
the Church hereby ſeeming to intimate two 
things: firſt, as to the object of our worſhip; 
that this prayer, and by conſequence all our 
prayers, of which this ought to be the pattern, 
is to be directed to the Trinity; and that by 
the word, Father, in the preface of it, not 


the firſt Perſon alone, but the other two are 


[EIN 
* * 
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b For in the Greek Church the fame words, Kreis iAineer, 
Lord have mercy upon us, were thrice repeated : but the 


_ 4 
— 


Latin Church, (which borrowed it from the Greek, as ap- 


pears by their retaining ſtill the Greek words in their Liturgy) 
changed the ſecond verſicle into, xe ixtuves. : 

e Upon this account let the clerks and people take heed 
not to ſay a forth time, Lord have mercy upon us, which is 
in effect to make four Perſons in the Trinity: which never- 
theleſs they are ſometimes apt to do, becauſe they are uſed 
to do ſo in the Litany ; not conſfidering that in that place 
they are to repeat all the three verſicles after the miniſter; 


whereas here they are to ſay them alternately, by way of 
reſponſe, not repetition: ſo that only the ſecond verficle, 


Chriſt have mercy upon us, Comes to the peopees _ the firſt 


equally 
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germ. equally included: For we pray not, faying, the 


1 


intimated is, as to the manner of our 


Rom. 8. 


15. 


Father, but our Father. The ſecond 


3 


that we ought wich all bumility to appr 
his Majeſty, acknowledging that tis Fwy 10 


mercy we preſume to call him Father: a 


name, which the 4 Jews never uſed in prayer, 


having receiv'd the ſpirit of bondage to fear; 


whereas we Chriſtians have received at our 


baptiſm the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. And for this reaſon the 


e Catechiimens in the ancient church, tho 
embracing the faith and taught therein, yet 


being unbaptized and ſo uncapable to call God 
Father, were not allowed to be preſent at the 
Lord - prayer, that prayer being then uſed only 
at the Communion-ſervice, which began after 
the Catechumens were diſmiſſed. 


4 Nomen Dei Patris nemini proditum fusrat. Etiam 4 de 


ip ſo interrogaverat Moſes, aliud quidem nomen audierat. Nobjn 
revelatum eft in Filio. Tertullianus de Orat. Dom. 


© Miſſa Catechumenorum eft ab introitu ai ad Offertori- | 


am: que Miſſa ab emittendo dicitur : quoniam quando ſacerd:i 
incipit conſecrare Euchariſtiam, Catechumeni foris de Eccleſis 
mittuntur: unde antiquitus perlefto Evangelio Diaconus ſupra 
pulpitum acclamare ſolebat, ſiquis Catechumenus adeſt, exeat 


 foras. Dur, lib. 4. c. r. According to that ancient order; 


nequis Audientium , (Foy nn e. adſi Wu. 85 


But 


Ade,, is C ru he, xugurlire ir F ar 
ehen. Diaconus, in excelſum locum aſcendens, clamabat, 


. 8. c. 5, 


. 


b „ is it — adders 2 1 
ſponſals; which no man ought to call or look SV. 
upon as idle ſentences, or the broken remains 


of ancient Liturgies, ſtuffed into Ours only to 
preſerve them from being loſt: for they are 
preſerved in the Scriptures themſelves, one tits 
tle whereof ſhall never fail; and were choſen 


out thence by the primitive Church, as the 


greateſt helps and ornaments of her worſhip. 
Indeed the greateſt part of chem are taken 
out of the Pſalms, that ſtorehouſe of primi- 
tive devotion: and for this reaſon the Mini- 
ſter in reading them is ordered to fand, as at 
the reading of the Pſalms. Not but in all 
alternate petitions, where the people are to 
bear a part, the ſtanding up of the Miniſter 
is moſt. convenient as well as ancient; that the 
people may the better hear, and fo keep their 
turns in making their anſwers with greater 
exactneſs and uniformity. 
But as to theſe” before us, it is s not only. 
their diying original in the Scriptures, nor their 
ancient uſe in the Church; but alſo their own 
genuine import and propriety, that chiefly juſ- 
ties this their place in our Liturgy, For 
by a due attention we ſhall find, as Dr. Comber 
obſerves that they anſwer to the ſeveral Collect, 
that are to follow; and are the e 


Berm. of them, e 
III. and to bring them on in ſucceſſion. Thus, O 


: Pia bg. LOW, ſhew thy mercy upon us, And, Ge. 


being a petition for mercy and ſalvation, an- 
ſwers generally. to the Collect for the Sunday 


pPfal 209. O Lom, ſave: the King, And, Sc. anſwers 
5 the Seh. to the Collect for the King, and in him for the 


i Royal Family. Endue thy miniſters with 
Pſa. 132. righteouſneſs, And, &c. and, O Low ſave 
2879. thy people, And, Ge. theſe anſw-er to the Cal- 
; Chron lect for the Clergy and People. Oifve peace 
22-9 in our time, © Low, Becauſe, Oc. and, 
Pl. 51. O God, make clean our hearts within us, 
30, 11. And, Sc. theſe anſwer reſpectively to the two 

ſtanding Collects for the morning and evening, 


the former anſwers to the Collects for Peace; 


the latter to the Collecto ande. —— 
fuperiuos or accdenrl, not — 


——_—— 


: = 
* 


Note; That each verſicle and anſwer Fare join'd by 


the conjunction, And, makes them both but the ſame peti- 
tion continued. $0 is it, if the anſwer be join'd by the 
conjunction, Becauſe; as here, © becauſe none other fighteth 
«« for, ec. or if it be jqin'd by the relative, e; as at the 
* churching of women, O Lord fave this woman thy 


«© ſervant, Who putteth her truſt, exc. In all theſe caſes it is 


ſtill the continustion of the ſame petition, tho' put into two 


ſentences, and the former be pronounced by the miniſter, 
and che latter LA the Oo. - | 


but 


n him 
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hut what hath ban nnn derm. 


juſt connexion. 


I confeſs, db fairing of theſs ſeripturs) V 


ſentences to the prayers fallowing, could not 
be the intention of the Compilers of our Ser- 
vice; becauſe ſome of theſe prayers (namely, 
that for the —_ for the Royal Family, for 
copie) were added afterwards 
at different times: ſo: that to ſpeak properly, 
theſe ſentences were not deſigned as compendi- 
ums of their reſpective prayers, but rather the 
prayers were added as paraphraſes on thoſe ſen- 
tences; and perhaps this might be in the view 
and intention of the compoſers of them. But 
however it came to paſs, whether thro accident 
or intention, ſtill there is chat natural 
ence between them: ſo that all 


to each other. 


Proceed we cn to conſider the eka 


themſelves. It is not material to enquire into 
the original of the name, why they were called 
Collefts, whether it were with regard either, 
Firſt, To the Congregation, theſe Prayers 
being uſed in behalf of the people collected 
and gathered into a publick aſſembly: Or, 
Secondly, To their matter, they being gene- 
rally collected out of the E 3 and Goſpels; 


 Thirdh, 


7 be Beauty of H hin 


Yen: Thirdly, To their form, the miniſter in 
III. theſe collecting into one prayer the petitions of 
de people, which in the former part of tlie 


Service were anciently divided between him and 
the people by verſicles and reſponſals; for which 
reaſon God is deſir d in many of them to hear 
the Petitions of the people. 

Bur paſſing by theſe enquiries, let us con- 
ſider chiefly their antiquity and their excellency. 

Firſt,” As to their antiquity, which adds of- 
tentimes a value to things that are utterly de- 
cayed, without any farther uſe or comelineſs: 
no it muſt be alledged in favour of theſe, 
that they have been uſed in the Weſtern 


Church, moſt of them above eleven hundred 


years; many of them long before. For almoſt 
all the Collects for the Sundays, and the prin- 
cipal and greater feſtivals, are found in the 8 Sa- 
CRAMENTARY of Gregory the Great. In 
which office tho' he added ſome new prayers, 
yer he declares, that in the general work he 
was rather a compiler than compoſer. In 
which compilement, to avoid the charge of 
novelty, for which he was v cenſured, he doubt- 

| leſs 


8 Concerning which work of his and his alterations there- 


in, he thus juſtifies himſelf in his epiſtle to John, Biſhop of 
Syracuſe. uad aliqui amici eius, vel Greci, vel Latini, neſcio, 


: quaſs ſub xelo ſancta Romana Eccleſia ae meis diſpoſitionibus mur- 
| murarent ; 


ZE 


in the Grier Prayer. 


les went back into the higheſt! antiquity. He GR 


himſelf calls theſe Collects i ancient; and we 


have no reaſon to doubt, burchat fang of chem YV/\ 


might be derived from the. original Liturgies 
of the firſt century; when upon the ceaſing of 
the gift of prayer with all other ſupernacural 
gifts of the Spirit, the Church was obliged to 
compoſe and to uſe fer forms of worſhip ; 

whereof our Lord had left her a pattern in his 
own prayer, and wherein doubtleſs the Holy 
Ghoſt aſſiſted her, helping ber infirmities. 
However this is certain, that theſe prayers were 
collected, framed, and ordered by St. Gregory, 
that famous light and guide of the Church. 

Upon whoſe account alone they ought to be 

had in a peculiar eſteem and veneration by Us | 
above all the eſters Churches, ſince it was 
owing to him, that we were a Church. We 
learn from * hiſtory, that he loved our nation, 
and had it many years in his heart to convert 


a . * 8 * . * 1 


1 


murarent ; in quo Grecorum conſuetudinem ** ſumus, qui 
aut i veteres noſtras reparavimus, aut novas & utiles conſtitui- 
mus. S. Greg. Reg. Ep. 64. | 
Durandus gives alſo this account of it. B. Sie ſecla- 
fs his que nimia & incongrua videbantur, rationabilia coaduna- - 

vit: congrua multa nee per ſe neceſſaria. ſuperaddens. 
Lib. 4. cap. 15. | 
job. Diacon. vie. Gregor. lib. 1. c. 21. & Bede Eccleſ. Hift. 
{.r. c.23. You may ſee the account at N 's Eecleſ. 
* vol. 1. book 2. e 
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us in e which he bed fied by 
III. the miniſtry of r a2y chere 
fore he may claim the like regard from our 


Church, as St. Paul did from the Corinthians, 


If I am not an apoſile to others, yet doubtheſt 


Tau to you. Since then this renown'd Biſhop 


and faint, who taught us what to worſhip, 


taught us alſo how to worſhip; ſince he that 


| planted our Church, left us our Liturgy, for 


the moſt part the very ſame prayers that we 


uſe at chis day, we ought to eſteem and 


ſerve them as an everlaſting memorial of their 


author; who, for che good deeds that he did to 
che Church of God and the offices thereof, is 


called Gxzar unto this day. But he is wor- 
thy, for whom we above all people ſhowld do 
this; ſmce he loved our nation, and hath 
built us not a « ſingle Hmnagogue, but a national 

But to return to the colaetr e 
chey are at the lateſt date as ancient, as this 
—— all hw been \ fince chat pe- 


9 —— 


1 | Note; That England! has ho twice ne to chriſti- 
arfity; the firft time when poſſefs'd by the ancient Britons, in 
or near the firſt century ; the ſecond time, when poſſeſꝰ d 


by the Saxons, who had driven the Britons into Wales, and 
had fix'd Paganiſm again in England; till this miſſion of Au- 


guſtine, who converting the Saxons, ſettled a Church here: 
and this may be more * called the ra Church, 28 
e. former the OR... 


riod 
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riod uſed in its worſhip. And having. been Serm. 
ſent up day by day not by us of this Church III. 
only, but by many faints of other nations, ha-] 
ving been breath'd forth by many thouſands, 

yea thouſands of thouſands of congregations, 

2 not theſe be thought thoſe /teer odours, Rey. B. 3 
which fill the golden cen ſer F our great 
high-przeſt, and which he is faid to offer be- 
fore the golden altar? For what were theſe 
ſweet odours ? We are told that hey are the 
prayers of the ſaints. Neither are they the 
leſs ſweet, the leſs acceptable, becauſe they are 
offered up day by day, the very ſame prayers 
that were offered up by our Fathers. For thus 
he offering of the material incenſe, appointed 
for morning and evening, to which theſe ſpiri- 
mal offerings anſwer, was of the ſame compo- 
ſition, tempered together pure and holy: the Erol. 30. 
Prieſt durſt not add to, nor diminiſh from it, 53. 
nor temper it with any mixture of his own. 
For in that caſe, as the perfume had been 
range incenſe, ſo the Prieſt : himſelf had been 
cut off. Neither was the Lord tired with the 
daily repetition of this offering: for it was to 
be a perpetual incenſe before the Lord : Exod. 30. 
our their generations. 

But after all, if we will not pay a regard to E 
their antiquity, yet we ought to their excellen- 
cy: * becauſe they 


Were | 


82 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Serm. were our Fathers, yet let us do it for their own 
III. intrinſick goodneſs; which appears in their 
form, in their matter, and in their coherence. 
Firſt, In their form. The preface to each 
is addrefſed to God with regard to ſome ſuch 
particular attribute, as is a ground both for 
the nature of the petition, and for our hopes of 
acceptance. Thus, to inſtance in the ſtanding 
Collects for the daily Service, when we pray 
for peace, we invoke God, as the Aatitho? of 
peace and lover of conco2d t$ when for pro- 
tection, as an almighty and everlaſting God: 
when for the King, as Ring of kings and 


Church (chat is, the whole congregation of 
people under their Biſhops and Crates) among 
and from all her enemies, a work of the great- 


mighty Gov, who alone wozkeff great mar- 
vels. Thus in the reſt we ſhall find theſe pre- 
faces no improper repetitions, as our enemies 
object: they are not repetitions; for they gene- 
rally vary with the matter of every prayer: 
neither are they improper; for * relate to 
| and are of a piece with it. a 
Bt t, ſuppoſe, as in ſome few Collects, the 
Divine attribute mentioned inthe preface has no 
direct reference to the matter of the petition, 


155 it always ſerves to ſerengthen the — 
* C 


Low of lows : 'when for the defence of the 


eſt power, yea a ſtanding miracle, we ay, Al- 


in the Common Prayer: 83 
n the petitioner. For inſtance, ſuppoſe it were Serm. 
God's Goodneſs, as, O moſt gracious God; III. 
or his power, as, O almighty God: do not 
both theſe ſerve to ſtrengthen our hopes of ac- 
ceprance, whatever our petition be; God's good- 
neſs, by ce that he is willing to help us; 
his .. ns that 5 able 2 do 
it? And thus the preface to our Lord's-prayer 
relates not to the particular petitions contain'd 
in it, but rather to all prayer in general; inti- 
mating to us God's readineſs to hear us, what- 
ever we aſk, becauſe he is our father; and his 
ability to grant it us, becauſe he is in heaven. 

The Collects might indeed, by cutting off 
theſe introductory ſentences, be caſt into one 
long continued form after the model and = re- 
queſt of the ſectariſts; and even then, in that 
incoherent heap of different matters, far exceed 
the beſt extemporary performances, that were 
ever heard in their aſſemblies. But to us, who 
view them in their preſent beauty, theſe Col- 
lets without their prefaces would be even as 
bodies without their heads, devoid of all life 
as well as proportion. They would then tru- 
ly be, what they are now moſt falſly faid to be, 

a dead letter”. For theſe prefaces do give life 
to * en and to e An 
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be Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. ner; which laying hold on the attributes and 
III. promiſes therein recited, as warrants of a 
TV Vance, becomes lively and ſtrong. Thus then 


John 14. 


Mat. C. 9. after this manner, and wot ro uſe vain repe- 


theſe beginnings of our prayers are not unne- 


8 tautologies, but on the TT I Ry in 
them-uſefulneſs and beauty. 


But if we paſs to the conchufions of "IN 


theſe we muſt allow, and we willingly allow, 
to be repetitions : for they generally run in the 
ſame form, namely, thzo' Jeſus Chaiff, our 


Loꝛd, or what amounts to the ſame, thzo? his 


merits and mediation, or che like expreſſiors. 


But is it criminal in our prayers, that all con- 
clude in this form? No: this'is done in obedi- 


ence to the command of Chriſt himſelf? Is it 
criminal in them, that they conclude fo ſoon? 
No: this is done in imitation of his pattern. 
For the prayer he left us is very ſhort as well 


as comprehenſive ; and yet doubtleſs is a perfect 


prayer or Collect, perfect no leſs in its manner 
or form, than in its matter or comprehenſion. 
And he hath moreover commanded us to pray 


titions, as the ignorant heathen did, and as 
ſome no leſs ignorant Chriſtians do at this day, 


Mat. 6. J. hin lin g, that they ſhall be beard for their 


much ſpeaking. And as our Lord gave us com- 


e ſo do we in our eſtabliſh'd Wu 
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infirmities, as well as corrected our Were 9 


in praying, For, 
- Firſt, The ſpirit of W in the beſt of 


us is apt to flag, and our thoughts to fly off in 


wandrings, or to fink down in Heavineſs. Now 
theſe frequent cloſes are as pauſes or ſtands for 


our devotion to reſt itſelf: and the whole Con- 


gregation being often-required to join therein, 
faying, Amen, they ſerve likewiſe as ſo many 
interrupters or monitors, to recall our n 
and to awaken our-drowſinels. - 


Secondly, In ſhort forms as our devotion is 
relieved, and our attention awaken'd ; ſo our 


memory is alſo conſulted: which being gene- 


rally ſhort, and oftentimes confuſed, muſt of : 


neceſſity forget many particular requeſts croud- 
ed together in a long prayer. And how ſhall 


he that occupieth the room of the forgetful, 


as was faid of the unlearned, ſay Amen, ſince 


he remembreth not what was ſaid? Where- Cor. 14. 
as, when any ſingle requeſt is offer d up in a6. 
ſhort Collect by itſelf, it being ſealed with an 

Amen by all the people, it is then (as it were) 


ratify'd and tranſmitted ſafe to che throne of 


Grace, 
E hirdly, Farther the mind beings thus dif- 


5 charged from "I remembrance of what went 


G 3 | before 


The. Beauty « Holinefs 


Serv before, can now attend with more ſtrength-and 
III. earneſtneſs to che n And 


err attention js moch f OL ar che offer 
Wye Up ſo, 
Laſich, Ie our aſſent at hs dh when thus 


| given 50 any fingle requeſt apart, chan it cap 
poſſibly be, when it is enfeebled, divided, I 
might. ene e en en a r 
. of particulars, heap d up in one long 

; ion. And yet it is this aſ⸗- 
3 the concurrence f che 
affections, chat gives ſucceſs, I had almoſt faid, 


being to our prayers: it is this, that makes 


them properly prayers, that is, deſires or re- 
queſts. The underſtanding and judgment in- 
deed allow of and prepare them: theſe. chuſe 
out and | appoint the ſacrifice, and pus the 
wood. in order; but tis the heart with theaf- 
fections, that puts the fire under, ang maker 
it an actual burnt- offering unto the Lord, 


Upon all the fore · mention d accounts — 


that all long prayers, however well-compoſed, 
are weaken'd and injured in proportion to their 
length: and to us who, are uſed to che ſhorter 
forms af our Liturgy, it is no wonder that 


chey appear ſpiritlels, and unanimated; neither 


#s there any breath in them. Whereas were 


the ſubſtance of them, (which muſt, unleſs 
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ters) ſubdivided. and cat imo hort 1 8 
ter che mould of our Collects; did the preface III. 
bearing the name of God, and the concluton V 
bearing the name of Chriſt, thoſe living parts, | 
come near and anſwer to each other; theſe 
would quicken the matter that comes between 
them, and would give it life ant breath and 
all things bel to a living, and becauſe. 
living, an acceptable e Gaerifice unto God. 
And if theſe defects muſt, attend a og 
prayer becauſe of its length, how much more 
a long extemporary prayer, where to the length,” 
many other diſadyantages are added? For in 
cheſe the people mult firſt attend to the words, 
then underſtand the ſenſe, then judge of, its 
lawfulneſs, after that aſſent with the will, laſt 
of all offer it up with the affections. And 
what is more, all theſe actions, each of which 
require time, muſt be done at once, in an in- 
| ſtant, and that every inſtant, or the hearers are 
left behind and diſtanc'd by the volubility of 
the teacher. So chat if he be ſupernatu | 
aſſiſted in praying, much more muſt his con- 
gregation be ſupernaturally aſſiſted in accom- 
panying him: if he has the gift of uttering 
prayer, they muſt have the ſeveral gifts of un- 
derſtanding, Er approving, afſenting, and- 
requeſting: and theſe actions, Which by nature 
are . 0 e .by chat. Mn 


A 
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8 be quicken'd and made inſtantaneous. And v 
III. cherefore (in the Apoſtles days, when the gift C 
of prayer was poured out upon the Church, n 
both he that prayed and they chat heard, were | 

filled with the Holy Ghoſt, or they were not le 


edify'd. And the fame ſupernatural and mi- 
raculous aſſiſtance muſt be as neceffary now (as fr 
in thoſe days) in extemporary prayer, if the peo- 0! 
ple Export to QUT, or 10th penned BY 2; i ay 
* Bur in praying by the prec ompoſed forms n 
of our Common- prayer, which have been fo C 
often heard, underſtood, and approved of by p 
us, our wills are wholly at liberty'to accompany E 
the miniſter in offering them up. For our atten- 01 
tion is not now engaged to hear them, nor our fc 
underſtanding to interpret them, nor our judg- th 
ment to approve of them, All cheſe things are ar 


done to our hand: and at the time of offering a 
we have nothing to do, bur only to offer them d 
up with all our heart, with all our mind th 
and with all our feng th. Wherefore let all 
- the Sectariſts know aſſuredly, that it is in the W 
prayers of our Church, that we are enabled ta nc 
pray with the ſpirit: why? becauſe we are g 
aſſured before-hand, that in theſe der $19 fo 
with the underſtan{ing _ th 
But to paſs by this old argument, we are At 
not now to ſhew the neceflity of ſet forms, but fo 


the advantages of Wort ones, in the publick or 
| worſhip: 0 


X 0G; at 0 > 


x „ . IJ 0 18 


— 9 but may be pray d for in ſqme par- 


* the nne Prayer. 


worthip: and in this reſpe&t the Collects of our Ser 
Church do manifeſtly and greatly excel. Thus wr 
much for their form: let us conſider, - © - VV 


; Secondly, Their matter, which will add no” 
? 


The Collects . dis Se an e | 


framed and collected out of the ſubject matter 


of the Epiſtles and Goſpels, to which they 
are prefixed; upon which account (as we re- 


' mark'd) they ſeem partly to have been ſtylet 
Collefts : and generally they pray for grace to 


perform that particular duty, which in. the 


Epiſtle and Goſpel is either delivered in 


or recommended by example. The Colleds 
for the Saints days have the fame relation to 
their correſpondent Epiſtles and Goſpels: they 
are formed out of them, and furniſh us with 
a prayer for ſome particular grace, whereby the 
Saints were ſeverally diſtinguiſh'd, or. which 
their writings or actions point out to us. 5 

But now if we take theſe Collects, as it 
were, out of our Liturgy, and conſider them 
not in their relative, but in their own intrinſick 
goodneſs; they will be found in themſelves 


ſo full of variety, ſo extended to all occaſions, 


that there is no outward good, nor inward 
grace, nothing that is fitting or neceſſary either 
for the body or the ſoul, either for our ſelves 


ticular 


50 The Beauty of 4 
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| tion relating to the bod many relating to 
. fo it is in our Collects; thoſe for grace 
or things ſpiritual abound ;/ and tiraſe for things 
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reſpect to | 


| ends of it. 
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7. Henne 
8. Faith. 15 


3. Mortification. 
4. Contrition. 
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2. firm. 


2 Saints. 


( Innocents. 


3 aſter 
6. 1 of God. and, 4 after Eaſter. 
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temptation. 18 . Trintey. 
5 after Eaſter 
4. agen us to do A 1255 17,25 KK. 
r 
| re ue. yy ey 


r. Regeneration. — Nativity of . 
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Eaſter. 


6 and 14 after Trin. 


St. 
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2 after 


defires. — Aſcenfion. 
1. right, — Trinity Sunday. 
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Thomas. 
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t. Mark. 
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St. Stephen. 
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b 
geſted into heads, they prove likewiſe a regular I 
and copious treaſury of private devotion. And 
the Common-prayer-book is well ſtyled the beſt 
" companion, being 'doubtleſs ſuperior to any 
other forms, that have or can be made for the. 


cloſet as well as the ſanctuary. 


Laſtly, As theſe Collects are excellent i in cheir 
form, and comprehenſive in their matter; 


So rhirdly, are they proper and even beau 
ful in their coherence. 5 
For they are, as we obſerved, generally form- 


ed out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels to which 


they belong, and to which they have been af- 
fixed many hundred at leaſt from the 
days of Gregory the Great. And as they are 
murually fitted to each other, fo are they to- 
gether excellently ſuited to the ſolemn ſeaſons 
obſerved by the Church, as hereafter ſhall be 


ſhewn in their proper place. For the ſeveral 
Collects with their Epiſtles and Goſpels have 
their proper place and courſe in our Lirurgy, 


and, like the works of God, are beautiful in 
their ſeaſon. 


Bur as theſe Collects for the IR which 
vary with the week, may be term'd moveable; 
ſo there are ſome, which may be called Statio 


u A very uſeful book thus entitled, ee out of the the 


EINE book. 
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Tho firſt Collect is for o prace, ener 


? grate, (es they are chere entitled and diſtin- 


8 — for. peace, and the other en un evening, 
are taken word for word out of the Sacramentary of Gregory, 
and there is this difference between them: in that fof the 


moining, we pray, for outward peace,” fitreft for every man 


going forth unto his labour among men, that God would 
make all men, even his enemies to be at peace with him, or de- 
fend him from their affauts. In that for the evening, we 


Pray for inward peace ; that, obtaining the reftimony of 4 
quiet conſcience, each of us may ſay with David, I will lay 


me down in peace. 

P In'this Collect from theſe words, ſafely brodght us to the 
beginning of this duy, Bilbop Cofins well obſerves, * that this 
% ſhews at what hour morning-prayer ſhould regularly be 
« ſaid, at the firſt hour of the day, which is ſix a Clock in 
t. the motnivg, (as is done in the Univerſities and Cathedral 
Charches) „ und not rowards high-nobn-day, ot afternoon, 
% when the morning is paſt ”. See the foremention'd notes 
printed at the end of Nichol's comment. 

Th“ che Evening Collect be entitled (not as this in the 
morning is for grace; but) for aid againſt all perils ;\ yet ti 


| ought to be underſtood'chiefly in a ſpiritual ſenſe. .Lighees our 


darkneſs, that is our inward darkneſs. as well as outward, of 
our underftariding as well as of the night. And therefore it 


is ſaid a all perils, which may as well ariſe from our 


ghoſily enemies, as from thieves and robbers. 


Both theſe Colle&s for Grace ate taken or rather framed | 
out of the ancient Greek Liturgies, as Dr. Nichols ſnews. 


F | goods, 
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goods, ſuch as are necelſary fo? the badp; che 8 
latter containing all ſpiritual goods, ſuch as are 
neceſſary fo? the foul, And in this ſenſe and SN 
latitude were they underſtood by the 


of our Liturgy; who therefore cloſed the morn- 
ing and evening ſervice here, adding ay the 
* of Chry/oftome and the Bleſſing. 
wiſe how did they anſwer the words of th Ee 
hortation, which was to agkthole things that 
ae neceſſayy us well for the bovy as the ſoul? 
But herein they thought they did aſk all thoſe 
*« In Gn places where they fing, here followeth 
' the Anthem: the Church thinking this the moſt proper place 
for it, where there is a ſort of diviſion in the Service. For 
the foregoing Collects reſpect our ſelves: thoſe following re- 
ſpeR others: the former are petitions, the following inter- 
ceffions. An anthem is ſuppoſed to come from Anziphon, 
Ahe, i. e. uur retiproca, and to ſignify un hymn furg in 
parts or alternately: and in this ſenſe the iwvirarory pſalm is 
called an Anthem in the rubric before it, which is implied, 
by ſaying, that on Eaſter- day, another anthem is appointed. 
And fince the finging Pſalms are only permitted in our 
Church, this ſeems the moſt proper place for ſinging a pſalm. 
rather than after the ſecond lefſon : and thus I have known 
it practiſed in ſome pariſhes, and it were to be willed, it 
were done ſo in all, eſpecially where they ſo far reſemble 
Quires, as to have organs. 1. Becauſe 'Pariſh-Churches 
ſhould, as much as 'ppſſible, conform to the cuſtoms of the 
Cathedral Churches, which are as the-mother Churches to all 
the pariſh-Churches within the Dioceſe, and ſhould give the 


| ends to them. alu, Decauſe after the ſecond lefſon here is 
5 2 
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. eee, is 
3 ſtands. As then the Collects are comprehenſive, f 
ſo are they well connected to the following tl 
prayers, which were afterwards added in the te 
Service. For peace is the great and ſummary | 
bleſſing to us as men, che ſubjects of Civil go- al 
vernment; and grace is the fame to us as 2 
Chriſtians, the members of a ſpiritual. ſociety, ye 
that is, the Church. Now becauſe the former co 
bleſſing is conveyed to us by the wiſe govern- e 
ment of our temporal rulers, there follows a ch 


1 for the 1 king; and becauſe the . G 
= = 

| CEOS EY bl 
a proper hymn or pſalm appointed, which is interrupted by 2 
' a finging pſalm coming in between. So that by finging it — 
there, you break a poſitive order of the Church, which by Li 
appointing another hymn forbids it, and moreover you add but 
hymn to hymn ; whereas by finging it where the anthem no 
is appointed, you conform to the appointment of the Church, ; 
and to the practice of Cathedral-Churches; and moreover ou 
do honour to the finging pſalms themſelves, by making them ant 
3s anthems, as they may not improperly be accounted, and da 
to come in as ſuch : for hereby you give them the ſame eſta- on 
bliſhment as anthems, which, if ſung elſewhere, is only by pla 
connivence; and if aſter the ſecond leſſon, by an irregular for 
connivence. | the 
4 Theſe two prayers, viz. for the king and for the cler- pla 
£9, are both framed out of Gregory's ſacramentary, being tan 
nearly the ſame verbatim; and were inſerted by order of wt 
queen Zlizaberh, - But that for the royal family was inſerted 62 
by order of king James the firſt, he being the firſt Prote- be 
ſtant prince that was married and had children. And tho av 
oh three were, till the laſt review, * at the end of the ed, 


Litany, 


£ in he Common Brajir. 


is derived to us by the adminiſtration of our Ser 
ſpiritual governors, there follows a prayer for III. 
the Biſhops and Clergy, and charge” commit- 


ted to them. 

After tllis we extend our eee to 
all nations on earth, that God's name may be 
hallowed among the heathen, where it is not 
yet known; and his kingdom of grace may 


come, where it is not yet preached. But more 


eſpecially we _ for the holy catholick Church, 
ho in it by the guidance and government of 


God's Spirit, his will may be done on earth gs 
it is in heaven : and thus is this Collect viſi- 


bl built 1 the Plan as our Lord's Jos 


bd „ 
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Lo, yet they. were not epart of it, a8 Dr. Nichols intimates; 
but were then read in the ſame Place or manner, as they are 
now exprefily appointed. | 5 


This Called was added at the laft review: for before 
our Church uſed no eneral interceſſion, but in the Litany 


and in the 3 prayer for the Church militant, that is is, 6n faſting- 
days, or at the communion, at which times theſe interceſſi- 
ons were moſt likely to prevail. However, upon the com- 


plaint of the Diſſenters, who thought our Lirwgy , deficient 
for want of ſuch a form of daily interceſſion (tho' they 
themſelves obſerve no days but Sundays ) to ſatisfy all com- 


plaints, this. prayer. was added to ſupply the place of the Li- 


tany: and, for this reaſon, is to be uſed at ſuch times, when 


« the Litany, is not appointed to be faid”. And therefore biſhop 
Gunning, the. ſuppoſed author of it, in the college whereof 


he was head, ſuffered it not to be read in the afternoon, be · 
cauſe the Litany, was never read then, the Place © of which 


it was ſuppoſed to ſupply. 


And 


” 
_ 
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Seam. And I muſt obſerve, that as in the creeds wr 


* — 


acknowledge one holy catholick Church; ſo 
in our prayers we always count our own Church, 
as contained and embodied in it. Wherefore 


neither in this Interceſſion, nor in the Litany, 
nor in the prayer for the Church militant, is 
there any expreſs mention of the Church of 
- England, or of this Church as any ways di- 
ſtinct or ſeparate from others: fo great is her 
charity to all National Churches; and ſo great 
her duty to the Catholick Church, the mother 
of them all. 


In this lednece Bon. for all 1 for al 


| Chriſtians in all wants, there is provided a clauſe, 


whereby any perſon may be prayed for in par- 
ticular, if viſited with any kind of affliction, 


eſpecially if with . bodily ſickneſs, which is 
_ chiefly intended in this place: a gracious pro- 


- viſion of our Church, that ſo ſick perſons may 
not for want of her prayers periſh like Aſa; 
of whom it is recorded for our admonition, that 


„ 2 Chroh: 


16.12. 


in his diſeaſe he ſought not to the Lord, but 


to the phyſicians. Not but the Church ought 


to be loved and admired for that form ſhe hath 


James 5. 
14, 15. 


provided * for viſiting the ſick at home, found- 


ed on that direction; Ie any /ick among vou? 


let him call for the Elders of the Chnrch, 


(that is, for the Preſbyters or Prieſts, for ſo the 


original word ns) ) ard bet him pray 
n over 


in the Common Prayer. 


After this general Hiro, there follows 
likewiſe a general THanKscivinG. For tho 
in the pſalms and hymns after the leſſons, with 
the ſeveral doxologies interſperſed, we have 
every where ſet fozth God's moſt worthy 
pꝛaiſe; yet it ſeem d meet alſo, in a diſtinct and 
appropriate form of thankſgiving, to render 
thanks fo2 the great benefits we have recef. 
ved at his hands: which according to the firſt 
exhortation we therefore do, beginning with 
that original bleſſing, our Creation, then © pre- 
ſervation attended with all theſe ſecondary be- 
nefits and © bleflings of life; © but above all, 


becauſe the greateſt of all, « our tedemprion, | 


attended with all © the means of grace and hopes 
of glory” : thus aſcending gradually thro' the 


ag 09s — RAVI 


* Note, that the prayer inſerted here, © Ged, whoſe na- 
ture, &c. is wrong placed, being appointed to come in juſt 


before the prayer for the Parliament: for there it is placed 
in the ſcaled books authoriſed 1662. But being thus inſerts 1 


here by the error of the printer, it has continued in all the 
impreſſions fince, It was placed i in the ſecond book of Edw. 

6. juſt after the Collect, in time of any common plague or ſick- 
neſs : and therefore not firſt inſerted in our Liturgy by order 


of King James . as Dr. Nichols affirms, 


H 2 from 
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over bim: - and the prayer of faith ſhall {ave Serm. 
the fick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; III. 

and if be have committed ſms, they foals be WW 
 forgeven him. 


Fry 


Tr Beauty of Holiniſs 


8 temporal to ſpiritual, from the firſt to the 


laſt, from our coming forth to our returning to 


Ahnen 


Luke 17. 
17, 18. 


And herein alſo is a clauſe RE where- 
in particular perſons, © who have been pray'd 


« for, may return thanks. What an honour 


is this, that the publick thanks of the Congre- 


gation ſhould be offered up for mercies vouch- 


fafed to any fingle member of it? An honour 


which. none ought. to hope or aſk for, but 
thoſe who have before ſought the prayers of 


the Church; and yet a duty, which none that 
have had the prayers of the Church, ſhould 
after recovery ever omit, like thoſe ungrateful 
lepers, who bez cleanſed returned not to 
give glory to God. And as our Lord then 
upbraided their ingratitude, Were there not 


ten cleanſed? but where are the nine? So 
among the many that have been recovered b 70 


the prayers of the Church, tis to be 'fear'd 
chere are but few, that, « Gee to. return 


* praiſe? 


— 


* 
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*Y This Thankſgiving was alſo added at the laſt. review, 
An. 1661. rather to ſatisfy the Diſſenters, than to ſupply any 


. defeRt in our Service: which ſeem'd to have ſufficiently 


'render'd thanks and praiſe i in the palms; hynins, and doxo- 
logies: and therefore we find, that in the exhbrtation, . 15 


* an rinder thanks for the iat * we have received at his 
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been offered up in ſeparate Collect, are now 
ſumm d up and re-inforced in the prayer of 
Chry/oftome : which we direct to the Soy, re- 
lying on his gracious promiſes, thar when two 
o2 thee ate gathered together in his uame, 
he will grant their regueſts; but yet reſigning 
our ſelves to his wiſdom, to fulfil them as may 


be maſt expedient fo2 us. 


This prayer was compoſed by Chryfoſtome _—_ 


that great Biſhop and ornament of the Gree 


Church, i in the ſervice of which it "Th been 
uſed now above thirteen hundred years. And 
I muſt obſerve, that whereas the prayers of our 


Liturgy are for the general taken our of the 


Service of the Latin Church, this prayer which 


ſums up and inforces, which is the epitome 
of, and (as it were) ſeal to them all, is taken 


out of the Service of the Greek Church; chat 


ſo our Church might in this moſt emphatical i in- 


ſtance and manner reſtify her unity and commu 


nion with chat likewiſe. 


= « hands, and t0 fe rc bis af) werdky praiſe nv put toge- - 


ther, as one duty; and that too to come on in the firſt place, 
before the duties of hearing and praying, which are but in- 


- ferior to it: whereas the Diſenters put it laſt of all, viz. after 


the ſermon. - See the DireFtory. 


um the Common — 10 1 
Laſt of all, our ſeveral petitions, which have Seems. 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


After which the Church cloſeth her Service 
III. with that Benedictory * prayer of St. Paul, 
CY yith which he cloſed his Epiſtles, - entreating 
that the grace of our Low Jeſus Chyift, and 


the love of God the Father, and the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt, may reſt upon the Con- 
gregation. A form of Bleſſing, which che Ho- 
ly Spirit ſeems by this repeated uſe of it to have 
delivered to the Church, to be uſed inſtead of 
that form, with which under the law the Prieſt 
diſmiſſed the Congregation. For whereas the 
Jews worſhipped one and the ſame God with us 
Chriſtians, but they in the unity of the God- 
head, we in the Trinity of Perſons; ſo the 


form of Bleſſing among them runs in the name 


of ohe God {the Lord bleſs thee, cc.) but 
this Chriſtian Bleſſing runs in the name of the 
three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
And it has this excellency, that it not only ex- 
preſely — I EY Eh. but alſo ſheys 


..» Fog on form, 1 wed, is ee a prayer, than a bleſ- 
: for the miniſter pronounces it kneeling, as he does the 

— prayers, and includes himſelf ſaying. be with «s all. 
| Whereas were it an authoritative act or form of bleſſing, he 
would pronounce it Sanding; and would, as fram God and 
in the name of (God, deliver it to the Congregation, not in- 

cluding himſelf ſaying, ©* be with you always. ve 
I is alſo called a prayer in the Rubric before the Occaſi- 


val prayers, &c. being the Jaſt of the #wo final prayers, as they 


are * termed. 
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vgs from the love of God, as the impulſive / 


r . ⁵ . 


9 Y. 
pot * IP , Te: * 


che different operations r each Perſon S 17 
concurs in giving it to us: intimating that it is II," 


ained thro the grace of our Lord 7e- 
ſus Chrifh, as the meritorious cauſe ; and con- 


e ö 

as the inſtrumental cauſ. be, 
Thus we have attempted to ſet before you che 

ſeveral parts or offices of the Morning or firſt 

Service of our Church; which upon this im- 

perfect view appear ſo rational in themſelves, ſo; 

exact in their proportions, and ſo apt in their 

oonnexions; that we may venture to affirm,; 

chat thus far our holy Mother doth 5 

n in 80 e f ö eee 
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"The Lit: ny. 


OOGSET us now proceed in order to tale a 
L view of the LITANY : which, tho' it 


8 88 may ſeem to be embodied with the 


morning Service; yet is a diſtin and ſeparate 
Office in the intention of the Church, as ĩs evi- 
dent from the Rubric before it, which appoints 
it © ro be ſung or ſaid after Morning-prayer ”. 
Beſides, it is an Office of fo different and pe- 
culiar a form, that it requires. and deſerves to 
be conſidered apart, and to be view'din its own 

rfection. For it is ſo compleat a form of 
Chriſtian worſhip, that it may in a manner be 
called a leſſer Liturgy, and ought to be eſ- 


reemed as the beſt of Offices of the beſt of 


ee | © 

4s to the ſigh ification of the word, Litany, 
the Church herſelf deßnes it in the Rubric, 
where it is called“ a K. Fapplicdtion ; » Which is 
ſpeken with regard not to the ſubject but man- 
ner of it, as being the moſt earneſt kind of 
praying, expreſſed by way of beſeeching or en- 
treating; and it wasanciently accompanied with 
Faſting ; and thus our Lian is appointed on 
* 1 IF edneiny 
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in the Eee Prayer. 105 


„ ednefdays and Fridays, the two ancient Faſt- Serm. 


ing days kept by the Church; beeauſe the brede-. 


' groom was then taken away, being {old by © 


Judas on W *edneſday, and erucified on Fri- 
day. It is alſo called a general & upplication, 
as comprehending the three kinds of petition 


ſum'd up by the Apoſtle; 1, Deprecation," Tim. 2. 


dino, that is, petition againſt evil. 24y, Pray- 
er, gory, that is, Petition for r good. 3h. 5 
terceſſion, wu], that is, petition for others. 
There are ſeveral footſteps of Litanies to be 
raced out in the Old Teſtament, among which 
the moſt remarkable is that deſcribed in Joel. 
Where it was alſo accompanied with a ſolemn | 
Faſt, and the Prieſts were ordered to ſupplicate 
and to intercede for the houſe of Thatch now. 
like to be devoured by a great army, faying, 


ſpare thy people, O Lord, &c. which form of Joel z. 17. 


words or Litany they were to repeat, weeping. 


between the porch and the altar. In confor- 


mity whereto our Church, retaining the fame 
words in her Litany, hath ordered it to be ſaid 
in che ſame place, even between the porcb and 
the altar, which was anciently the » accuſtara- 
ed place, 3 to "he raya a all 


a . 


88 
— 


u Mjanedon ; wm Edw'6. and 18. of O. Elix. The Prieſts 


with" others of the M (Wall kneel" in the mia of the Church, 
| WY nm Lirany, : 


.._ in 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. in force, and in which it is accordingly ſung in 

III. our Cathedral Churches to this dax. 
8 Now as this Jewiſh Litany was firſt formed 
upon a publick calamity, ſo thoſe moſt remark- 
able ones recorded in the Chriſtian Church were 


framed upon ſome extraordinary judgments. 


The firſt of note was made by Mamercus Biſh- 
op of Vienna (Anu. 460.) upon the incurſion of 


wild beaſts; which is called the leſſer Liteny: 


the ſecond was made by Gregory the Great 


(Av. 600.) upon a peſtilential diſeaſe; which 
is called the greater v both ever ſince 


uſed in the Latin Church. Not but the Church 


hath uſed Litanies, or general ſupplications, 


from the * beginning, tho perhaps not in ſo 


diſtin and ample a form; and that as a ſtand- 
part of her Service, as never unſeaſonable 


for her, whoſe portion is affliftion © in this her 


< militant eſtate here in earth. 
As for our preſent Litany, it was formed 
out of the Litany of Gregory: ſo that 
it may boaſt of che ſame author and antiquity, 
as the Collects. For as he collected thoſe, ſo 
he compiled this out of ancient Lirurgies, i im- 


"_ 


[ . 


w Durandus gives this account, Lib.9. c. 11, 
This appears from the teſtimonies of St. Auguſtine, St. " 


prian, and Tertullian: and alſo from the Apoſtolical conftitu- 


tions ; wherein we have patterns and ſome Fo of 
ee Lib. n | 
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m the n Prayer 


proved with ſome additions of his own: inſo- Serms 
much that his Litany is ' ſtyled by a learned III. 
y writer © the very quinteſſence of all former VV 


« models.” How excellent then is our Litany, 
which is extracted and reformed from and fo - 
the very quinteſſence of his? = 

As to the accuſtomed time for uſing it, ho 
(as we faid) it be on Wedneſdays and Fridays, 


the Faſting days of the Church; yet it is alſo 


appointed on the Lord's-day, tho' a Feſtival; 


for theſe reaſons: 76, Becauſe then is the ful- 


leſt aſſembly to join in this moſt important and 


general ſupplication: 24y, Becauſe no day ought 


to haye a more ſolemn and compleat Service 


than the Lord's-day, that leading Feſtival of the 


Church: 34y, « Becauſe, as biſhop Coſars re- 
marks, © theſe Litanies were wont in the an- 
« cient Church to be faid at the celebration of 
the Lord's-ſupper, which our Church ap- | 
« points on every Lord's-day:” and thus in the 
InjunQtions before-mention'd it is ordered, that 
« immediately before the time of Communion 
« of the Sacrament, the Prieſts kneel, Wc. and 
« ſing or ſay the Litany. - 

A Litany then being an carneſt or vehement 
addreſs yo the throne of Grace, the earneſtneſs 
eee eee 
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| Litany. 


) 


uty of Holineſs. 


Sa parts of diviGans, namely, in the en 
IL in che Deprecations, in the Intercaſſion, and 
n che Concluſion, 


Firſt, In the * Invacation: which is ad- 
dreſſed (not as in the other prayers to God in 


general, but) to every Perſon in the Trinity ſe- 


P and chen to all the three Perſons joint- 


be Sen and.Low; and by che joint Invocati- 
on to acknowledge akſo, that there are not 
thace Gads 1192 thꝛee Los. So that herein 
zs gontained a Creed or confeſſion of faith; and 
not only ſo, but alſo a confeſſion of fin: We 
2 we are miſexable finners. And as 
the firſt Confeſſion af ſin in aur Liturgy, and 


that of faith in the Aboſtles Creed, were re- 
„ Oe AE Ee RR 
gregation; ſo likewiſe are theſe ſhort forms of 
Invecation, wherein bath thoſe Confeflions are 
uniterl. Rut if theſe ſerve to expreſs our faith 


FR d m_ gur e No- 


— ——— — —— — 
z It is evident from this Invocation, chat it is the pradice 


-85-wall as dectrine of the Church of England, '** te worſvid 


46 ene Godin Trinity and Trinity in Usity.” And therefore 
would be of. little ſervice to the enemies of this doctrine, 
to have the Albanaſian Creed ſtruek out of our Liturgy, 


unleſi they could get this Inracution alſo eraſed out * our 
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delights in long prayers, derides this 
neon, this ſhort Litany of the Publican; yer 
whoſo repeats it in the temple with the ſame 


contrition and ſhame,  ſmiting on his breaſt Luke * 


and not lifting up ſo much as his eyes to hea- 3. 
ven, ſhall doubtleſs return ro bis houſe Juſtiſi- 
ed rather than the other. 

The ſame vehemence of devotion breaths 

| Secondly, In the 5 11 chat is, 
petitions againſt evils, whether incident to the 
ſoul or bk Now theſe being many in num- 
ber and differing in kind, are caſt into ſmall di- 
viſions or ſhort heads of prayer, in extent re- 
ſembling the Collects: which however are not 
concluded, as the Collects are by a bare aſſent, 
the people ſaying, Amen; but by an earneſt 
ſupplication, the people crying, Smd Loꝛd, 
deliver us. Again, whereas the Collects are 
coneluded in general, tho? Jeſus Chꝛiſt our 
Lom, or che like form; after theſe, all the 


particulars of his merit, all thar he did, Ju 


Note, that i in theſe Deprecations, the words RzzzLtion 
and Scmen, were added at the laft review, viz. after, the 
-Refloration, the foregoing: miſerable times. daes Ziven too 

ſuſt an: geeaficn for that adGtion. 


fered, 


rer. | 109 


ching in any Lives, n or modern, was Serm. 
ever framed more artful or more forcible than III. 
this Invocation. And tho the Phariſte, who "aa 
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erm. 
III. 


The Beauty of Holineſs 
fered, and obtained for us, 2from the 
of his holy intarnation, to his glorious 


aſcenſion and ſending the Poly Ghoff, are 


 fumm'd up to ſtrengthen and increaſe our faith, 


Theſe are called by ſome Ob/ecrations : and 
being recited in order by the Miniſter, and en- 


forced by that repeated cry of the people, Gd 


Lo, deliver us; . e 
tate heaven by force 
The 


CY 


a Upon al theſe Biſhop Andrews makes this remark. 
1. his incarnation. 2. nativity. 3. circumciſion. 4. baptiſm. 


' -$. faſting. 6. temptation. 7. agony. 8. bloody ſweat. 9. croſs. 


10. paſſion. 11. death. 12. burial ; That by theſe twelve 
inſtances God was manifefted in the fleſh. But by the three 
following, vix. 1. his reſurrection. 2. aſcenſion. 3. coming 


of the Holy Ghoſt; that be. was 3 in the ſpirit, 1 Tim, 
3. 10. 


d Whereas in the Verſicles nd Reſponſals, what is ſaid 


by the miniſter and anſwered by the people, is divided into 
rwo ſentences, tho perhaps both preſſing the ſame petition; 
J obſerve that in theſe the whole is but one ſengence. What 


is ſaid by the miniſter, for inftance, From all evil and miſ- 


chief, &c. would be imperfet and have no ſenſe, did not 
the people go on and fill up the ſentence, crying, Good Lord, 
deliver us. And therefore in theſe the people are not direct - 


ed to anſwer, which is in effect to reply to ſomething that 


is ſaid: whereas nothing is ſaid, till the ſentence is fill'd up; 
"nothing is affirmed or defired. 


Hence there is an eaſy anſwer to that objection of the 
Diſſenters againſt our Litany, that in theſe forms the miniſter 
prays not at all, but the people do it alone. Whereas what 


is ſaid ſeparately by both, does jointly make up but one and 


the fame ſentence: : and if that ſentence be 8 _ Lede 


eds 4 ad Lawns Aw ———"Y 1 8 4 
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| portions, are not. cloſed neither with an Amen, 


inthe Common Prayer. 11 
Thirdh, In the Interceſſions, chat is, peti- 


tions made in behalf of others, whether againſt VV 


evil. or for good, whether deprecarions or 


prayers. - 
Now theſe, being likewiſe caſt into finall 


but by an earneſt ſupplication, the people cry- 
ing, Me beſeech thee to hear us, god Low. 
This interchangeable way of worſhip, perform'd 
by turns between the miniſter and people, is 
of the ſame advantage to the worſhippers in 
the Litany, as in the Pſalms: it mutually re- 
lieves, and yet provokes and inflames the piety 
of the Congregation. 

But wich this grateful interchange there is 
kept up the moſt exact order. For in the 
Deprecations from evil, we proceed gradually 
from the evil of fin to the evil of puniſhmenr, 


from ſpiritural to temporal, from the greater to 


the leſs. In the Interceſſions for good, * 


gin with the holy Church univerſal, then 
| particularizing for the principal members of 


that part of it, eſtabliſhed among us; proceed- 


A ONE the TT Royal Fa- 


8 


doubtleſs they both equally pray. The people- are fo far 
from praying alone without the miniſter ; that unleſs what 


he faith, be Joſn'd to their ges, they pray not at all. 
| mily, 


of Holineſs 


Serm. wly, or wh Wd Ne of men in 


All. Church and State; firſt for the Spiritualty, 
cken for the Temporalty; for Bi Biſhops, 


Prieſts and Deacons; for the Lords of the 
Council, and all the Nobility and Magiſtrates, 
and laſtly for all the people of chis Realm. 
Then we pray for all kinds of good for all 
men, for the piety of the faichful, for the 
converſion of the deceived, for the confir- 


mation of the weak, for the relief of the af- 


Aicted, for the preſervation of the © diſtreſſed, 
or che revienatinn of enemies, for the grant 


of plenty and things neceſſary for che body, 


and laftly for pardon > of fins and che things ne- 
ceſſary for the ſoul: or, as in our Lord's. prayer, 


for our daily bread, "and For © forgiveneſs of 
our treſpaſſes”;'Let thoſe, who accuſe our Pub- 


| lick prayers as too general in their forms, view 


this punctual and regular enumeration in our 
Litany of all evils that are hurrful to, or of all 
gaods that are expedient for the bodies or the 

fouls of men, either for the Church in general, 


or Tor any W ona we tre * 
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0 bees that petition, „that it may / pleaſe 1 to glow 
All tbat travel b land -or-by-water, all. auamen, .&c. Biſhop 
Andrews obſerves, that the Church puts all theſe perſons to- 
gether, as being entitled to a double privilege, viz. to be 
ſpecified in the publick prayers, and -to be ng from 
faſting in Lent. See the notes before-cited; 
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in the Common Prayer. 112 


" them ſeek diligently through their own boaſted Serm, = 
performances, whether extemporary or com- III. 5 
72 poſed; let them ſearch all their aſſemblies, and SV V 

0 — der diligently and ſee, if there be any 

N ſuch thing in their worſhip, ſo full in its mat- 

. cer, fo regular in its method, and fo ſolemn in 

l its expreſſions, as our Litany, or bath been 

e beard any thing lite it. d But, - 

F- Fourthly, the concluſion is no leſs excellent 


f. than the beginning, winding up and enforcing 


d, all with redoubled vehemency and flame of 
at devotion. , For how forcible muſt the ſuppli- 
7, cations of the Church be, when the Prieſt re- 
hs: peating twice that Invocation, O Lamb of 
7. God, that takeſt away the ſins of the woꝛld: 
of the people ſubjoining as often, Gzant us thy 
he peace; have mercy upon us: chen followed 
WW and quickned with the alternate repetition of 
ur W 1 
I . 3 
ne 4 Let it be here obſerved, that all theſe petitions, from 
F the beginning of the Deprecations to the end of the Inter- 
' ceſſions, are directed io the Son, the ſecond Perſon in the 
et Trinity, as the true and proper object of our worſhip, - 
5 which appears from theſe expreſſions, Spare thy people, who n 
8 thou baft redeemed with thy moſt precious blood; by thy holy 
ve incarnation, by thine agony, & c. Good Lord, deliver us. And 
op ſo likewiſe is, We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. And ſo 
to- in the cloſe, Son of God, we beſanch thee to hear us: O Chriſt 
be hear us. And then, as the Litany began with the Trinity, 
2M going on to the Son; ſo at the cloſe, from the Son it returns 
. to the TIPS. ** faying; Tard, baus mercy, & cc. e 
m * that 


114 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Serm. that primitive Form, or leſſer Litany, directed 


III. to the Trinity; Lom, have mercy: upon us: 
A Chꝛiſt have merey upon us: Lo, have mer- 


cy upon us: And then ſhutting up all in that 


ever- acceptable prayer of our Lord: how ſor- 


| Exod. 2. 
24, 25. 


eible, I ſay, how piercing muſt this united ery 
of the Congregation be? How muſt it come up 


unto God, like the cry of the 1/raelites, when 
God heard their enn and bed rappel 


N- them? 


The following prayers, which inftead of 


Amen, the people cloſe reſpectively with a 


repeated ſupplication, that God would ariſe, 


help, and deliver them fo2 his name's ſake, 
and fo2- his honour z together with the in- 


terpoſal of the Doxology, and the addition 
.of the Verſicles and Reſponſals unto the end; 
all theſe are indeed the language of a ſorrow- 
ful and afflited foul: but yet, whatever the 


rich and happy may imagine, never unſui- 


table for the lips of every member in every Con- 


5 eregation. For I would aſk, what fon of a- 
daoption is there, that is not alſo in ſome fort 
or degree a ſon of affliction? What ſon of man 
is there, that hath not many enemies among 
the ſons of men, befides his ghoſtly enemies? 


And ſince we are commanded by our Lord to 


pray daily * nor to be led into temptation, but 
is tobe ann all evil, which the craft 


"7 
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inthe pi Ae, 


and ſubtlety of the Devil oz man wojketh n 
againſt us; theſe prayers with the following III. 
ejaculations are but an enlargement or para- π 


phraſe upon thoſe petitions in the Lord s- prayer. 
And therefore, as that is, ſo may theſe, wit 
the ſame propriety be uſed by every man, tho' 
the happieſt of men; and upon every day, cho 
the moſt proſperous of our lives. 

But if any Chriſtian has no viſible hare of 
afflictions, if God hath not «dealt with him 
« after his ſins; yet a due ſenſe of them ſhould 
make him of a ſorrowful, and of God's forbear- 


ance ſhould make him of a contrite heart. And 


laſtly, if he be ar caſe himſelf; yer he ſhould 
weep with them that weep, the poor, the naked, 
and the miſerable, which are far the greateſt 
part of the Church Militant. And fuch an one 
cannot be a vital member of the body; who if 
any fingle member ſuffer, much more if many 
members ſuffer, fuffers not, ee not, 
with chem. 5 
If it be acked, with wha propriety can chat 


joyful hymn, Gloy be to the Father, Se. 


be put in the midſt of theſe ſorrowful ſupplica- 


tions? Tanſwer, thus did holy David, in whoſe *! _ _ 8. 


nitential Pſalms are interwoven many trium- 2; -s 
phant hymns. And thus the Church, when 


calling to mind the noble wozks God did-for 
her in the times of old, naturally breaks forth 
Us — 1 2 


into 
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SYS allowing. cjaculations. When the lamp of de- 
votion is oppreſſed with ſorrow and almoſt 


16 


* 1 . her i importunity, 7 


„chen the oil of gladneſe dropt into it 


eaules. it to bum again and to flame our i he 
8 l 


A. * alſo . what need of Gr ma- 


8 nifold repetiton, that is uſed, as in the fore- 


going, ſd particularly in the Following e Ver- 
licks and Reſponſals? I anſwer, thar this is the 
trüe voice, or rather cry, of the penitent and 


forrowful extorted by miſery, , and extorting 


mercy. Which! anſwer concerning repetitions in 
our Seryice, ſo often objected, I ſhall here once 
for all obſerve to be ſufficient, from the ſucces 
it gave to one of theſe very <jaculations, when 
firſt uled by blind Bartimæut. For when he 


cry d our, Jeſus, thou Son of David, have mer- 


cy upon me; and when bid to hold his peace, 


he {till cry 4 ont 4 great deal the more, Jeſus, 
thou Jon of David have mercy upon me; his 
cry was heard, and his blindneſs cured. His 
5 repetition was made no objection by our Saviour 
to. n cequelt: e TE > 


5 4-4 


Fe Note, that al theſe are hs out iP 1 ot are 
15 formed out of Scripture-expreflions. Ir is to be obſerved 
| . that they a ure 1 3 to the Son, the Lord 9 


4 * 
06 I 2. 4 
4 
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man fucxecded, not becauſe of is poverty, y, but - 


” ee os ee TY EE. ˖— 
5 . ¾— OO” 
- 


thy ſal 


8 S An SD Pe 00 K F 7 7 


c the Litany might be 


in the Common Prayer: -o 


cry d. the more a great deal, Jeſus was. pre- 
vailed upon to, ſtand. ſtill: 36d uy EO 


. = 
+ P'S 


. >... 


U 


becauſe of his importunity. n 
This whole Office is cloſed . Colic 


wherein the forgoing petitions, which haye 


been alternate between the Prieſt and. people, 

are now gathered and collected into one prayer, 
and offered up by the Prieft in behalf of the 
people, they only ſaying Amen. For this rea- 
ſon, Let us p2ap, is put before it only as a 
mark of tranſition, as was before explained. 
The ſubject of this Collect is tu turn from us, 
or to ſanctify, all our troubles and adverſities: 
and it is taken almoſt word for word from the 
ſame ancient repoſitory, as the Litany is, name- 
ly, the Sacramentary of Gregory: and where- 
as it was after his time corrupted by inſerting 
the interceſſion of Saints, this was not only 
expunged by our REEORMERS; but as an anti- 
dore to that corruption, they added. this ſen- 
tence, Gtant that in all our Troubles we 
may put our whole trut and r 


* 


f Note that the prayer of 3 though here placed, 


is not appropriated to the Litany; but is common both to 


it, and the daily morning Service. 


The Diſſenters propoſed at the $4 Conference, „ that 
altered and _ | into one continued 


ufer. 


118 The Beauty of Holinoſs 


Serm. Thus have we gone through the conſidera- 
III. tion of this excellent and peculiar Office of our 
church: and upon the whole we may affirm, 


that as in the Liturgy in general we may be fad 


to worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs; 
ſo in the Litany we worſhip . 
N fection of OT”, | 


prayer, taking out Pr EPI that belong to the 
people; whereof they exhibited a form: both the propo- 
ſal and the form werte rejected. But what they could nat 
| get altered, they ceaſe not to diſparage: for tis with re- 


ſpe& to our Litany chiefly, (which certainly throughout, but 


eſpecially at the concluſion, contains the ſpirit, energy; and 
quinteſſence of devotion). that the Diſſenters uſe againſt our 
Common: prayer thoſe beggarly compariſons, calling it cut, 


foreds, porrige, &c. The Litany in particular has been . | 


4 1 of re nd nn &c. 


48 
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mon Prayer: 


LAARESEARAGRESROGLGRARE ul; þ 


_ 8 to * Prayers and Thankſgivings 
upon ſeveral Dccaſions, it will be 
his hg in this . to add a few. 


As private _ chat befall. a. — 
ther in mind, body, oz eſtate, are provided 
for in the general 4 Collect for all conditions 
of men; ſo theſe publick evils, which in 
like manner befall multitudes, are here prayed 
againſt in partieular Collects. For what. trou- 
ble of mind, ſickneſs of body, adverſity of for- 
tune, are to private men; that, © wars and tu- 
« mults are to the minds, plague and ſickneſs 
« are to the bodies, © drought and rain, dearth 
« and famine, are to the eſtates of multitudes. 

"Tis true: theſe evils are prayed againſt in 
the Litany : but there are theſe differences. 
if, In the Litany they are deprecated only on 
certain days,” which ought to be done every day, 
whilſt the occaſion laſts. 240, In the Litany 


they are only, barely mention d, and not enough. _ - 


infiſted upon or diſtinguiſh'd from other evils, 
that are of a leſſer fize. 34%, In the Litany 
they are conſider d as abſent and accidental; 
and we pray only to be deliver'd from them: 


out in theſe Collects they are conſidered as pre- 
I 4 ſent 


1 


Serm. ſent and actually lying upon us; and we pray 


II. 


Amos 4. 
7. 


wine 18. Church in proportion widens the ſſueld of her 


to be delivered from under them: In the Li- 


tany we pray for ene but in theſs for” 


reſcue. 
But tho theſe ieee yer hin 


themſelves of different extent, ſometimes fal- 


ling upon a province or county, ſomerimes up- 
on a City, ſometimes upon a ſmaller diſtrict or 


village; God cauſing it to rain upos one ci: 
ry; inſomueli chat the one may pray fo? rain, 


whilſt the other fox fair weather; therefore 
theſe prayers are occaſional; to be uſed by e. 
very county, city, or village, as their ſeveral 
neceſſities require. But when theſe evils are 
ſo great or fo extended, as to become national, 
then' it hath been the cuſtom of our-Charch 
to appoint a day of publick humiliation, with 
faſting and a proper Service drawn up. for: the 
occaſion. Thus there is no evil of any. kind, 


whether perſonal or general; none of any ex- 


tent, Whether provincial or national; but our 


proper mmiſiry, Foun . nr: WE 


? or ward it offs, 


— 
— 
= Loh _ * — 


*Þ vine, that 50 the two firſt Prayers, UL. 1 and, 
for fai: weather, were in the firlt Bogk of Edw. 6. and. then, 
85 at the end of the Communions* fervice, Bur in the 

ſecond 
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A 


6 „„ 


rener 
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« to, be admitted into holy orders. And herein 
ſhe follows che conſtant cuſtom of the Catholick 
Church, and that ſeems derived from the ori- 
ginal preoedent of. the Apoſtles themſelves: 
who, upon thax order of the Holy Ghoſt, ſay- 
ing, Separate me 


they had faſied and prayed; laid their hand 
on them, and, ſent them away: A cuſtom of 
— — ever 

in the-Chureh ; to the end, that all thoſe ap- 


pond. u del de flock of Chr, gies n= 


kT 6 4 £ 


ſecond Book of Edw. 6. theſe two with the three following, 
viz. in time of dearth, war, and plague, were all five in- 
ſerted in the place, where they now ſtand. But their reſpe- 
Qive Thankſgivings were added by order of King James the 
firſt. 

Note alſo, that the fins foregoing Prayers are deprecati- 
ons; whereas the three following, viz. for Ember-weeks, for 
the Parliament, for all conditions of men, are interceſſions : 
theſe were added at the laſt Review 166r. 

b Canon 31. An. 1603. decrees, that Deacons and Mini- 


ſters be ordained or made, but only upon the Sundays im- 
mediately following the Jejunia quatuor Femporum, common- 


ly called Ember-weeks : which Decree is as old as . bus, 


| who 3 the ſame * the year 500. 


c dental z but affixed to certain times of the m DP 
which our Church hach! appointed to be kept 
with faſting and prayer, for thoſe that are 


has and Saul. for the Acts 13. 
work; whereto I have called: them; when *' * 


1 The Benntty of Holineſs 
Serm. true and lawful ſhepherds, having enter'd in 
III. 4y the door, I mean the Apoſtolical way of 

| —YY Ordination, by prayer and laying on of hands 
| of the Biſhop ; and not hirelings, who climb 
ug ſome other way. 
The other occational Prayer « for the High- 
Court of Parliament,” is of che like publick WW | 
ortance to the State, as the former is to the 
Church; and ſo both jointly to our Conſtitu- 
tion: in which the Church and State are fo 
united and linked together by the fundamental 
laws of this Realm, that they cannot be di- 
vided without being deſtroyed: a maxim fully 
proved by the conſultations of that memorable 
Parliament, which overturned both, and which 


gave occaſion to have this very prayer added 
here to our F after 4 Re- i 
Horatio. | . 
2 
( 
TT 
t 
1 
t 
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The Communion, 
| _— 


RB eon Service. 


ꝶ6oVd„d a ns Serm. 
A larger facrifice appointed upon the IV. 
Aral Sabbaths and great Feaſts; ſo is there x00 
an additional Service appointed upon the Lord's- . 29. 
day and the Feſtivals of our Church: it being 
meet chat theſe holy days, the chief days of 
the Aſſembly, ſhould be diftinguiſh'd in excel- 
lency from the claſs of ordinary days: and 
that they ſhould take in not only all the fore- 
going Offices, that diftinguiſh'd ſome days of 
the week from others; but that they ſhould 
have ſome peculiar Service of their own, where-- 
by they themſelves ſhauld be diſtinguiſh'd from 
them all, And ſuch is the Second Service, as 


1 
| 8 


105 of Holineſs 


Savin It 1s 8 called, and not improperly, 
„ when there is no celebration of che Lord's Sup- 
VV per; cho this is its true end and defign, for 


which it was originally inſtituted, and from 
which it takes its more 8 name, che 
Communion Service. 


And as the Church 1 it che name of the 


Communion-Service, ſo it orders it to be read 
at the Communion-Table: and thus by -re- 


taining the ancient place and name, as memo- 


rials of her primitive zeal, ſhe teſtifies to all 
her Children, that there ought to be now in 
theſe days, as'in the days of old, an holy Com- 
munion, whenever this Service is appointed, 
that is, on every Lord's-day, and on every 
Holy-day, whether a Feſtival or Faſt. *Tis 
true: the Church obligeth all her members, 
that are Confirmed by the Biſhop, to com- 


& municate at leaſt three times in the Vear: 


but then ſhe exhorts them to frequency; in 


partaking of theſe holy and bleſſed Myſteries. 


For this allowance of partaking 'but: thrice 
in the year is an act of mere indulgence, for- 
oed on her thro' the abounding of iniquity. in 
theſe latter days: and it may be juſtly plead- 
ed on her behalf in this caſe, as it was in 


behalf of Mo/es in the caſe of divorce: that 


for the hardneſs of our bearts the Church 
Ae 


AN eas „ ER, 


— 
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h Cortina f 
ſuffereth this but fr, 


was not fo. © 


the Service itſels Now it ſeem'd good to the 


Church, that the celebration of this Sacrament 


which CI himſelf ordained, ſhould begin 
with the prayer which he himſelf taught: 
both being Pledges of his love left to all Church, 


— 0 — — 


** 


n vn am 3 * in the Church, to e 
as high as the third Century, to ling an Anthem in this place, 


called the Introit; becaule while this was finging, the Prieſt 
made his Introit; that is, entrance within the Septum or rail 
of the altar: which Intreit was uſually a Pſalm ſuited to the 
day or ſolemuity. And this cuftom was ordered in the firſt 


Book of Edu. 6. and tho' omitted in the [Rubric of the ſe- 


cond Book, yet it has been and is ſtill continued down in ear 
Cathedral Churches,, and in Quires and places where they 
ſing. 

Now in many Pariſi- Churches, inſtead of this Anthem is 
commonly ſung a Pſalm ; which is very proper, tho' the Mi- 
niſter ſhould not go up to the Communion: Table; and rather 
the more ſo, when he doth not: becauſe this interpoſal of a 


Pſalm makes a feparation and diſtinction between the two 


Services, which ought to be thus made by diſtance of time, 
when it cannot be done by difference of place. Not but in 
all Pariſh Churches, (as well as in Quires,) where it can be 
done with convenience to the Congregation, this Service 


ought regularly to be ſaid at the Lord's Table: a thing which 


Biſhop Beveridge, that great ſaint and ornament of our Church, 
and great admirer and promoter of our Liturgy, much deſires 


and infiſts upon, as uſeful to remind People, that there ought = 


at leaſt to be a Sacrament, tho there be not, on every Sun- 
day and Holy-day. 5 1 


for 


n the beginning it Ser, 
ut Je ii proce} wo confler the form of N 


_——— WM — 


126 The Beauty of Holineſs 
* for her daily uſe, and endleſs comfort. The 


IV: Lords-prayer muſt be the moſt proper intro- 
duction to the Lord's ſupper. And & St, Je- 
rome afficms, that Chriſt taught it his Apoſtles 
to be ſaid at the holy Communion; whence he 


and all the ancients do expound that petition, 
Give us this day our daily bead, of che bo- 


dy of Chriſt, that bread of life, which in thoſe 
rimes was daily received. And our Church doth 


in her Catechiſm thus expound this petition, that 
therein we pray our heavenly Father « to ſend 


« us all things that be needful as well for our 


<« fouls as bodies. 


After this moſt proper beginning, there fol- 
lows a prayer, no leſs proper, for ſanctification. 


For without purity of heart, or in the Pialmiſt's 


phraſe, waſhing our hands in mnocency, tis 


high preſumption to go 70 his altar. The 


bread, that (hr iſt gives us in the Sacrament, 
is his body: and concerning this ſpiritual bread, 
that objection of the Jews is very juſt, 'how can 
Chriſt's diſtiples eat with unwaſhen hands? 


Not but this prayer is here placed as a prepa- 


rative likewiſe for the . recital of the 


| Commandments. 1 or as e. were 


9 


k Docuit $55 Fey ut . in Harris ill — cre- 


dentes audeant loqui, Pater noſter, c. _ mow N 


lib. 3. bs 
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in the Gommon'Prayer. 127 
by God's order /ant7ify/d before the firſt pub- Serm. 
lication of them; ſo ought we to have. pure IV. 
hearts, before wa ba fieco hear den eat EN 
Alfter this preparation, the Prieſt © turning : 4 
* ro de People rehearſes diſtinctly the ten 
Commandments : the benefit whereof ma 
be conſidered. with a - double reſpect; x5, with 
a particular regard — holy Communion; 
or, 2W, with a general regard.to their ſanding 
and intrinſick uſe. _ 
Firſt, With regard to the Communion, this 
rehearſal of the Commandments, with the ſup- 
plications of the People ſubjoined to cach, is an 
excellent preparative for. receiving. thoſe. holy 
Myſteries : for it contains thoſe penitential acts, 
which the Church requires. For in its Exhor- 
tation for the worthy participation of the Lord's 
Supper, it thus directs. *©* The way and means 
.< thereto is; a en your avs and 
_ < converſations by the rule of God's command- 
C ments: and whereinſoever ye ſhall perceive | _ 
« your ſelves to have either by | 
« word, or deed, there to. bewail your 
ſimfulneſs, and to nt 
« mighty God, with full purpoſe of amendment 
« of life”. Now whilſt each Commandment 
is reading, every Communicant ought by a ſe- 
nn e at leaſt of his groſſer ſins, to 
examine W cenfrenes and being con- 


ſcious 


— — — n 
is there chat liveth and finneth not?) he chen 


IV. 


; « * Me”. * 
4 4 * * 
of 
q * 59 * 


Ws. « bevail /his own ſinfulneſs, wich - the 


Mat. 19. 
17. 


| Deut. 6. 


2 Lom babe meꝛcy upen us: 
and alſo ſtrengthen His © -purpoſe- of amend- 


„ ment, adding, And incline our hearts to 


keep this Law. The keeping of the Com- 

—— one 6f the three things, we did 
_ *. promiſe and vow in our Baptiſm: and the 
hearing of them rehearſed diſtinctly to us muſt 
be of peculiar uſe, when we are going to re- 
new that vow in the Lord's ſupper. 
without this relative uſe of the Command- 
ments, 


manner profetilied; is of general and ſtanding 
e to Chriſtians: For I would aſk; what 


can be of greater advantage to them, chan the 


familiar knowledge of thoſe things, the per- 


formance whereof 9 


Now bur Saviour hath ſaid, if 7how wwonld/? 


enter into life, teep the Commandments. 
Moſes, to inforce the keeping them, faich, 


They ſhall be in thine heart; and thou ſhalt 


bind them for a ſign: upon thine hand, and 
they ſhall be as frontttts between thine eyes. ' 
Doubtleſs this recital of them in the baring of. 
the people has all theſe effects. For it rep ” 
reprints them upen their memories, . 


—— — 


Not bur 


| The" rehearſal of chem, the - 


men Prayer. 


de e c e work virial ens 
effaced by the impreſſions of their weekly af- IV. 
fairs,” And the 2 themſelves being ob 


liged « after every mandment to ask of God 
s mercy for their ande thereof for the 
„time paſt, and grace to keep che ſame for 
« the time to come, what do they at each re- 
hearſal, but, as by a new tie, bind them for a 
ſyn upon their\' hands, and as Ry wk 
tween their eyes '?. 

After the Cas, fidly Gallows a 
prayer for mew Ki ing, he being cu/tos eee 


—_}LÞ 


1 It is to be noted, that the Prieſt in rehearſing me Fl 
mandments, ſpeaks as from God, and therefore is ordered, 
to „ turn himſelf to the People: whilſt they receive them 
« kneeling,” the poſture- of reverence and ſubmiſſion to 
what God commands, and of humiliation for the breach 
thereof. Biſhop Andrews thus deſcribes the manner of it, 
which doubtleſs he uſed himſelf, and which he enjoined in 
his Dioceſe. The Prieſt after the Collect, deſcends to 
* the door of the Septum or rail, makes a low adoration to- 
« watds the Altar: then turns to the People, and ſtanding 
« in the door, readeth the ten Commandments, as from 
God, whillt they lie proſtrate * to the end, as to God 
« ſpeaking. 

Thir muſt be the cuſtom of our Church in his time: for 
he could not thus deſcribe the manner of the ancient Church, 
becauſe the rehearſal of the Commandments was neyer ap- 
pointed in any Church, ancient or modern, but only in the 
church of England; So that this is an excellency pecyliar to 
our Liturgy. 

It was u rt appointed in the ſecond Book of Edu, 6. 


430 


germ. 


1 Tim. 
II. x, 2. 


The Be Beauty. of Holineſs 


Tabulæ, the guardian of both Tables; o chat 


IV. he is not only the DRrExbER or Tus Parry, 
but of the Law. But whatever men may an- 
nex to the titles of Kings or Sovereign Princes, 
yet the defence of both is by God himſelf veſſ- 


ed in their Office. And for this cauſe hath. he 
commanded. us to pray for them -fr/t:af-all. 
And according to this command apr Church 
hath placed theſe Collects for the King, 


two for variety, firſt of all, almoſt in the begin- 


ning of this Office, even this higheſt Office of 
her whole worſhip, wherein all interceſſions 
are moſt available. For ſince in the holy Sa- 
crament God giveth us his own Son, how ſhall 
he ,not with bim alſo freely give us all 


things? And that this interceſſion for the King 
may not fail thro' the indevotion of the People, 


the Prieſt calls upon them to join carneſtly 


therein, by that Exhortation, Let us hꝛav. 


Then comes on © the Collect for the Day: 
of which having already ſpoken at large, I ſhall 
now conſider, according to my promiſe, the 
relation which each Collect with its proper 
Epiſtle and Goſpel do jointly bear, and how 
they are together fitted: to the particular Sun- 
days to which they are affixed, and all in their 


_ courſe to the ſolemn anniverſary, e ob- 
ſerved by the Church, 


8 | F | Now 


at 
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in the Common Prayer: 

No there are three Great and leading Fe- 
ſtivals, obſerved from the beginning by the Ca- 
tholick Church, which are among the Leſſer, 
as Princes among their Nobles. Theſe for their 
greater ſolemnity have ſeveral days or weeks 
appointed to attend, and as it were wait uy 
on them in their proceſſion. | 

Thus the Nativity of Chriſt, our only Lord 
and Saviour, hath the four weeks of Advent 
appointed as its forerunners: and it may be 
ſaid of theſe, as it was of John Bapriſt with 
regard to Chriſt's coming; that they are as 
meſſengers to prepare hir way before him. 

Zaſter, the day of Chriſs Reſurrection, next 
in order and dignity to that of his Nativity, 
hach not only all Lent as a general prepara- 
rative; but a whole week, called the holy week, 
as a| peculiar attendance to go before it; and 
moreoyer two days ſet apart to follow after. 

Whitſunday, che third great Feſtival, hath - 
not indeed ſo great an attendance to go before 
it, only the Sunday after Aſcenſion; yet it is 
honoured with two days ſet apart to follow in 
its train: neither could there be more; ſince 
the following days are ſet apart for the ſolem⸗ | 
nity of the Ember-week:. 

- Now in all theſe preparatory 0 or inter- 
wh between theſe Feaſts, the Epiſtles and Goſ- 


| ok wich dhe Collects; which are generally taken 


Ka out 


132 Tube Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. out of them, are fitted *to and point towards 
= 4 the great Feſtival that comes on. FOI 


VV For inſtance; thoſe appointed for the four 


Sundays in Advent ſet forth the various co- 
mings of Chrift; and are as the gradual dawn- 
ing of the morn, before the riſing of the fan 
of righteouſneſ}. From Chriſtmas to Epi- 
phany the Church ſets forth Chriſt's humanity, 
chat he is very man, of the ſubſtance of his 
mother born in the world.” Thus the Feaſt 
of Circumciſion declares him not only to be 
made of a woman, but alſo made under \the 
Lau. But after Epiphany the Church mani- 
feſts his divinity, that he is very God, of 
« the ſubſtance of the Father, begotten before 
« all worlds.“ Thus in the firſt Sunday after 
Epiphany, the Goſpel manifeſts his divinity, 
by his miraculous anſwers to the Jewiſh Doc- 
tors: in the ſecond, by his turning water into 
wine: in the third, by his healing the leper: 

in the fourth, een the winds and 
waves with his word. | 

From Sepruageſima Sunday Ute! Church 


: ws farwards towards the great Feſtival of 


Eaſter. That Sunday with the two following 
may be called the Leſſer Lent, they being pre- 
parative to that long ſolemn ſeaſon, as that is 
to Eafter. Now Lent being inſtituted and 


; o 


S S. AKS ZSNES 


Sr 7 me 


Reo Re ® 1.09\ © RB... 


day for variety propounding different ways. 


the 25, to temperancy and abſtinence from all 


tial garb of Leut, is all this ſeaſon repreſented 


of Pentecoſt or Whit ſunday. 
being alſo fully revealed to the world, together 


a, 


in the Common Prayer. 133 


and: forty nights, from the beginning of it on Serm. 
Alt Medue ſday, all the Epiſtles and Goſpels IV. 
with their Collefts appointed for the Sundays, WNW 


have one general aim, namely, to produce in 
us repentance and death unto fin, tho each Sun-  \ 


The rf, exhorting to patience in afflictions: 


uncleanneſs: the 30, to ſtrictneſs of Ke and 
perſeverance: and ſo in the reſt. : | 
Having thus crucified the whole body of 7 1 
in Lent, at Eaſter we are made partakers of 
2 joyful Reſurrection: we are rais d from the 
death of fin ta the life of righteouſneſs. Where- 
fore from Eaſter to Pentecoſt or Whit ſunday 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels run in a contrary te- 
nor, tending to raiſe in us joy, hope, newneſs. 
of life, and the like, For the Church having | 
at Eaſter put off her ſackcloath, the peniten- 


in her Services, as girded with glaaneſs : | 
which at laſt is compleated by the coming of | - 
the Holy Ghoſt the N as on the day : 


And now the third Perſon in. the Trinity, 


with the Father and the Son from whom he 

proceedeth, the Sunday following is a Feaſt in- 

ſtituted in honour to all the three Perſons, the 
5 K 1 Feaſt 


The Beauty af Bolinch | 


Loris Feaſt of Trinity, which might be called the 
IV. great Epiphany, being the manifeſtation of the 
G&YV Three Perſons, as the other Epiphany Sandy 


of the Son. 
Laſtly, during char long nd fot Tris 
ity till Advent, the Epiſtles and Goſpels have 


alſo but one general view and tendency, to 


raiſe in us the ſeveral fruits and gifts of the Spi- 
rit, and all holy and ſpiritual affections. 80 
that all the Services of this long courſe of Sun- 
days may be conſidered as looking, either back- 
wards with a grateful regard to the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, from which all thoſe graces, that 
make our ſervices acceptable, flow ; or for- 
wards with an awful regard to Advent, the time 
of pur Lord's coming, for which thoſe graces 
prepare us: either as teſtifying, that the Holy 
Ghoſt is come ; or as fitting PONIES ne 
the coming of our Lord. 

Thus then the Epiſtles and Goſpels are not 
caſt into our Liturgy at random, or as it ſhould 
happen ; but are placed every-one in its order, 
being. ſuited ſeverally to their proper days, and 
all jointly to the ſeaſons, which come between 
andare govern'd by theſe FROM or great Fe- 
ſtivals. 3 5 
Tho I have raced out to you this adroicable 
| W of our Church in ſo particular a view, 


yet it will be uſeful l Sia a” 


oo 5 C 1 B r 
in the Common Frayer. 


{fo wich that more general ſcherne, wherein Serm : 


that great Prelate; Biſhop Coſars; hath excel- 


ently repreſented the wiſdom ANNE 


Theſe are his words. The Church hath not 
« appointed Epiſtles and Goſpels, but upon ſpe- 
« 'cfal relation to the time wherein they art 
« read. Andi it is admirable to ſee, with what 
order and wiſdom all things are diſpoſed and 
« brought in rempore ſuo, that they might be 
« the more kin for the putting us in mind 
of what we are about; or what we have to 
« do, The whole year is diſtinguiſhed into 
two patts: the time of Chrift $ living among 
us here on Earth, which is the firſt; and our 
« time of living here after his example, which 
« is the ſecond: for the firſt are all the Sun- 


days appointed from Advent to Trinity Sun- 


« day: for the reſt are all the Sundays after 
« Tyinity to Advent again. op Peteres diſtin. 


* xerunt hec duo Tempora in tempus Demi. 


e nite Diſpenſationis, in tempus noſtr e 
* Peregrmmationts.) And becauſe the firſt 

« part is converſant about the life of Chriſt 
« and the myſteries of his Divine Diſpenſation, 
« therefore, beginning at Advent is the memo- 


„ ry of his Incarnation celebrated, and after 


that his Nativity, then his "Circumciſion, his 
« Manifeſtation to the Gentiles, his Nonage, 


* his 'DoQrine, his Miracles, his Paſſion; his 
3 Burial, 


136 x De 


Sem. - Burial, his RefiirreQtion, his Aſcenſion, ho 
IV. < ſending the Holy GhoRt, all in a moſt ab- 
s ſolute order: in all which we ſee the whole 
|  * ſtory and courſe of our Savieur, in manifeſt 
ing himſelf and his divine myſteries to the 
world. So that the Goſpels read through all 
e and purpoſe, to make us know and remem- 
<« ber with grateful hearts, what excellent be- 
< nefits God the Father hath communicated 
« to us firſt by his Son, and then by the Ho- 
4 ly Spirit, making us the heirs of heaven, that 
before were the ſons of hell: for which un- 
c ſpeakable goodneſs, we do moſt fitly end this 
part of the year, with giving praxſe and _ 

ry to the whole bleſſed Trinity, . 
The ſecond part, which contains all the 
Sundays after > way being for our guidance 
<«.in the Peregrination that we have living in 
« this world, hath for it ſuch Goſpels in order 
appointed, as may moſt eaſily and plainly in- 
<« ſtruct and lead us in the true paths of Chriſti- 
« anity ; that thoſe which are regenerated by 
© Chriſt, and initiated in his faith. may know 
hat virtues to follow, and what vices to 
t eſchew. Thus in the firſt part, we are to 
learn the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on: in the ſecond, we are to practiſe that 
« which is Wm to the fame, For ſo it 
4 « behoves 
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ö foundation of our Religion: 
4 us; but farther alſo to build upon this foun- 


« overcoming at laſt our ſpiritual enemies, we 
there remain with him for ever. 
der and diſpoſition of the Epiſtles and Goſpels 


riſſed in his Saints; therefore they do all ul- 
nour to tho grazFeltaof our let Thus 


in tle: Common Prayer: 


4 beheben bg not only to know-that w 


———— crrncified;. and rites fart PW 


er dation ſuch a life as he requires from us. 
And becauſe the firſt part ends with Nente- | 
« coft,: the giving us a new Law: in our hearts; 
< therefore the ſecond is to begin with the pra- 
« ice of that Law: that as the Children of 
% Tfaet did paſs thro” the Deſert by the dire- 
« tion of Moſes, ſo we may paſs thro this 
* world by the guidance of our Saviour, and 


may come to our heavenly dwelling-place, and 
Thus have we ſeen at large the wondrous PR 


appointed for the Sundays. As to thoſe be- ' 
longing to the days of Saints, theſe are choſen 
out and ordered, fo as do honour indeed direct- 
ly to thoſe Saints, which they do either by re- 
citing their writings, or recording their actions, 
or recommending their example. But foraſmuch 
as theſe days have no real glory of their own 
but what they derive from Chriſt, who is glo- 


timately reſpect, and ſome pay immediate ho- 
the. 


| Sem. the Day of = th ae ee Tiste 
IV. come before and uſher in dur Lord's Nuttei- 

N ho St. res hen, St. . and St. Ianorent. 

And the feſt are | 


* n 8 


Planets are in the firmamen nent. For as thoſs 
the Sus, botrowing their light from 


— — ——_ — — _ 0 — 1 


im St. Andrew i is placed firſt in the order of Saints, beckuſe 
he was firſt called by Chi.. 

n St. Stephen ſeems to be placed firſt ade Ctriſtmas-day; 
becauſe he was the firſt Martyr: St. John next, becauſe the | 
Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, and ſo next. him in affection. 
| Then the Wibrencs, becauſe their Martyrdom was the firſt 
conſequent upon Chrif's Birth or Nativity, Some give alſo 
this myſtical reaſon both for their place and order; that 
Martyrdom, Love, and Innocence arc firſt to be magnify” d, as 
wherein Chrię is 'moKgſorified. | 

Becauſe the Saint enter d into joy thro' ſufferings,” there- 
fore their Days are uſher d in with a Vigi and Faſt on their 
Beef; partly to prepare us for the more ſolemn keeping of 
the day following; and partly to fipnify-to us, that we too 
after a few days of mottification and forrow ſhall paſs into 2 
joyful eternity, 

For this reaſon there is no Vigil | on the Eve of St Michael, 
becauſe the Angels did not enter into joy thro” ſufferings, but 
were placed there from their Creation. There is none like» 
wiſe on the Ever of St, Merk, or of St. Philip and St. Jacob: 
becauſe theſe fall between Eaſter and NO, upon which 
OY ſeaſon all Fafts. were. forbidden. 

him, 
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him, avis which ee Gab ſo Py 
upon and receive. their:glory from IN 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, which they a or, 


theſe attend, 


round upon his Church. 80 chen in the greater ter 
Feſtivals Chriſt is glorify d in his Perſon direct- 
ly; but on n beds gen in his Saints 

'Thus: ha x oth is A 3 1 


dependence in the whole ſyſtem of the Epiſtles 


and Goſpels uſed throughout the year. Thus 
much as to the beauty of their order. 

As to the excellency of their matter, hab 
appointed for the Sundays contain the moſt 


choice and principal parts of the New Teſta- 
ment, as che fir Leſſons for the Sundays do 
thoſe of the Old. Now as the . Epiſtle was 


Goſpel, and is therefore read firſt; ſo the mat: 
ter of it is generally moral or preceptive. But 
the ſubject of the Goſpel, which repreſems the 
whole Gaſpel or preaching: of Chriſtianity is 
bath hiſtorical and <=" 5g RE. n 


ait did of taight: -- 


© Note, that though fome- of the Fpifler be takes — 
the Ach and the Ol Teſtament: yet they may be properly 
eall d Epiſtles, as taking their denomination from the greater 
part: This is a figure often uſed in Scripture itſelf. However 
to ſatisfy the Diſſenters even in this trifling objection, at the 
laſt Review there were added in the Rubric Gals words, 


140 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Serm. And whereas the Law was but dark and full 


IV. of terror in proportion to the comfortable light 
breaking forth in the Goſpel, therefore it was 


1 85 Jerome affirms, © at the reading of the 

- « Goſpel to ſet up lights even at mid-day, not 
« with deſign therefore, as he infers, to diſ- 
« pel the dark, but to give a teſtimony of re- 


to this day. 
The firſt is, that al hn Cogan 


of the Maſter; whereas at the reading of the 
Epiſtles, they are indulged the poſture of fit- 
ting, as being the words of the Servants. This 
reverence the Catholick Church throughout 
the Ea and Weſt, hath always paid to the 
Son of God above all other Meſſengers. And 


ſame, as directed in her Rubric: fo that this 
is not onl 3 q4 antiquity, but 
e 0 - _—_ 1 


— 


accenduntur luminaria, jam ſole rutilante : now utique ad fu- 

gandas tenebras, ſed ad fynum latitia demonſirandum.  Hieron. 

adv. Vigilant t 
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When 


an univerſal cuſtom in the Eaſtern Church, as 


« joycing”.- Beſides this ſignificant Ceremony, 


there have been two peculiar honours paid to 
the Coſpelr, which continue in our Church 


up at the reading of them, as being the word 


our Church hath continued the practice of the 


p Per totius Orientis Eccleſias. quands legendum eft Evangelium, | 
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in the Common Frayer. 
* le 


alſo er 


cially in this Church and Nation; ſince no leſs 
is paid to our King himſelf, at the reading of 


whoſe Commiſſions the higheſt Court among 


us, even of our Nobler, Rand 19 8 and Ulicover ; 
the head. 7 

Secondly, the other hand pak to | the G 
pel was, that after the naming it, all the Pev- 
ple ſtanding up ſaid i, Glory be to thee © 
Lord. This ufage borrowed from ancient Li- 
turgies our Reformers continued in f' Ours : 
and though afterwards diſcontinued in the Ru- 
bric, yet cuſtom ſtill continues the uſe of it in 
moſt Cathedral and in many Parochial Churches: 
and the voice of Cuſtom 3 is in aue _ the 
voice of the Law. 

The rehearſal of the Wicks Creed follows 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, as that of the Apo- 
files Creed followed the Leſſons; and this for 
he Santi roaſting; namely, ee 


When the Goſpet i is read, lat all 8 BS EY 
all the _ ſtand up with much filence. Apof. Conf. 
bb. 2. 6. 5 7. 
x Kay Gina 55 5 Neue = RI FR keks, ChE; Nie daith7 l 
Jeporiviege* 0 KA 201, KT IE. When he (viz. the Deacon) 
begins to read the Goſpel, we ſtraightway ſtand up, . 
Glary he to thee, O Lord. Chryſoſt. de Circo. 
7 Ir was in the eee Vh | 
. | comes 


by authority: A reverential cu Sn 


ſtom, ſurely very meet to be kept up every IV. 
where in honour to the Son of God, but eſo VV. 


_ I2. 
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: W294 fa with: the mouth the con. 
IV: feffion of it is made unte fakuetion. But be- 
© hides-thee getiial reaſons, the-reheatſal of our 


Faith before the receiving the holy Communi- 


on is founded on higher ends,” 1f. It being meet 


chat all ſhould firſt profeſs the fame Faith, who 


partake: of the: ſame Myſteries. For ſurely if uo 
- ftiranger, nor uncircumciſed perſon could: eat 


"of the-Paſſover, chat typical Sacrament; much 


more na ſtranger: to che Chriſtian Faith or un- 


believer ſhould of the real Sacrament of 
the Lord's Suppen. a4, As the acknowledg- 


ment of the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith is 


part off the Vow made at our Baptiſm; ſo. ought 
the: fame acknowledgment! to be repeated at 


oe, Wl: we. renew; that 
Vows. 3 


It is noriny buſines to \ confider the ſubſtance 


es min Creed neithet;; nay 10 wn-througfhtit 


Articles: wherefore: I-ſhall' only here explain 


and recommendt-thoſt Bene eee. of 


turning towards: the Altar, and: of bowing. at 
the name of-Fe/ſs,. chen ue make theſe Con- 


5 feſſions of our faith. 


De een eb tha es 


cient Church to turn to the Altar or Eaft, 'not 


only at che Confeſſions of faith, but-in all che 


publick prayers. And therefore * Epighanine , 


| * L. Her. 19 c. 19. | 
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Saum counts this as one inſtance of it among 


other things, that he forbad praying towards 
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the -Eaft:: Now th is the. moſt, honourable 


place in the houſe of God, and. is therefore ſepa : 


rated from the lower and; inferior, part of 'the 


Church. anſweriag t the Holy of Molies in 


che Jewiſh; Tabernacle, which, was. ſevered 


by a weil from the Sanctuary: And the holy 


Table or Altar in the ons; anſwwers to the Mer- 
Mſeat in che other - As chen the Jews, wore 


ſhipped: Ii ing an thein bends: rowers, the bl * 


Marcptſtat, and even the Cherubims were Exod. 25. 


the, Primitive; Chriſtians did ini cheir: worſhip 
look towards the Altar, of which” the, Mercy. 
ſeat; Was · a typei And therefore. the Altar was 
uluglly; aalled, the, Tabernagls of Godsrglory; 
his chair of Rats 5; the throng of Cod, the 
tape af heauen itſelf: for theſe reaſans did they 
always: in praying look towards it. But in re- 


hearſing our Creeds-this-cuſtom- is ſtill more 
proper and ſignificant. For we are appointed to 


perform it flanding, by this poſture declaring 
our reſolution to ſtand by (or defend) that Faith, 


wich. We; a e ſo arte at a 


1 r 


See mnt of Religious Akai, 2 Sparrou's 


Rationale. 
times 


formed. wich their. faces looking; towards it: 0 9 


&VV arinyall look and move one way, ſo ſhould we 
always do in a regular aſſembly; but eſpecial- 


faithful ſoldiers ſhall ſhew, that they hold the 
unity of faich by this uniformity of geſture. © 

The other uſage, of bowing at the name of 

 Feſus, ſeems founded on that Scripture, where 

| _ 45- tis declared; that God hath given him a name 

| Pha 2.9. which is, above every name: that at the 

| 9 name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and ewe. 


We; to the glory of God the Father. Now 
though the Rubric be ſilent herein, yet the Ca- 
nos of our Church thus enjoins:· That when 
in time of divine Service the Lord Jeſus ſhall 


8 1 
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4 be done by all perſons preſent, as hathi been 
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e Which is thus mk by =" 2 of © Queen m El- | 


zabeth. Whenſoever the Name of Jeſus ſhall be in any Leſ- 
fon or Sermon, or otherwiſe in the Church pronounced, 
that due reverence be made by all perſons, young and old. 

with lowlineſs of courteſie, and uncovering the heads of 
the man kind, as thereunto doth neceffarily belong, and hath 
heretofore been accuſtomed. Injunt?. 52. 1559. 


Bidop Conc faith, this ſhould be done principally at ra- 


ing the Goſpel: becauſe then alſo * up in honour to 
Chrif and his Goſpel. * 


— we Inca ANG 
IV. an army: As then in every 'well-marſhalled 


iy at che Confeſſions of faith; all « Chriffs | 


y tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt i. 


< be mention d, due and lowly reverence ſhall 


a. a — — tw — + B32 
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ment, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ug Iv. 
and only Son of God, is the only Saviour of SYN. 


« the world, in whom alone all the mercies, 
« graces, and promiſes of God to mankind, 
« for this life; and the life to come, are fully 


« and wholly compriſed. 


Nov / if ſuch reverence be due to ee great 
and ever-bleſſed name when it is mentioned in 
the Leſſon or Sermon, how much more in 


the Creeds, when we mention it with our own. 


lips, making confeſſion of our faith in it, ad- 
ding the very reaſon given in the Canon, that 
we believe in him, as the only Son, 02 only 
begotten Son of God: and when too we do 
this ſtamding, which is the _ ran for 
doing reverence? , - 

After the Creed. a Savon is appeinted. 
Now as to the Preaching uſed in the Church 
of England, if we conſider either the excel - 
lency or frequency of it, we may juſtly affirm, 
that if any Church under heaven hath where- 
wit hal to glory on this _— our Cburch 
hath much more. 
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; This cuſtom is very uſeſul n the Arians arid other 
enemies of our Lord's Divinity: and therefore never more 
ſtrictiy to be kept ** than in theſe . wherein thoſe ene· 
mies abound. ä 


Can. 18. 
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1 TV, long yielded to our Clergy both at home and 
i om abroad, by the univerſal voice both of 
ow ; Proteſiants and Papiſis. And the reaſon of 
=_ it is apparent: for no nation under heaven 
= ''  hHath ſuch Seminaries of learning in all kinds, 
= as this nation hath, or any thing like them; I 
== mean, our two renouned UNIVERSITIES, And 
| Fever the enemy would come up againſt our 

Church, this city of our Sion, to take and de- 


ſtroy her, that policy of Holofernes againſt Be. 


| * thulia will be moſt effectual, to mn 
5 theſe fountaius of her waters. 
And as to the frequency. or plenty of the 
= | | ond. peeacheds which. continually flows from 
= _ theſe fountains, this proyiſion of our Church, 
which appoints a Sermon once on the Lord s- 
day, muſt appear ſufficient, yea abundant; if 
5 en ee e e ee 
| of the Reformetion, when the proviſion. of a 
Sermon was but quarterly; and, for many 
= years after, bur » monthly... Wherefore this pre- 
NO EIN ade tn 
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t That all . and Vicars ſhall enen 
in their Churches one Sermon N quarter of the year. Injunct. 
Edw. VI. 154%. * -: 

u That the Parſons ſhall preach In . Churches one Sermon 
erg month of the Year, &c. ev ng Q Fl. 1559. : 
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cepted with all chankfulneſs. And in truth a 
greater plenty than this turns not to our nou- 


riſhmenr, but only creates in us a waſte da 


wantongeſs: that appetite in many after a mul- 
titude of Sermons is no other, than that of the 


Iſraelites, when not content with the regular 


proviſion of the daily Manna, they required 


meat for their laſte. Far be it from me, that 


I ſhould diſcourage or ſtraiten the Ordinance 
ing: but God forbid that the en- 
larging of chat ſhould ever ſtraiten the Ordi- 


nances of divine worſhip, or be eſteemed be- 


fore them: God forbid that ever in the Church 
of England the Sermon, how excellent ſoever, 


ſhould be valued. before the Service, which is 


incomparable. For to what end do we come 
to the houſe of prayer? Is it to adore God, or 
to admire men? Is it to praiſe him for-the ex- 


cellency of his greatneſs, or them for the ex 


cellency of their talents? Should this plenteous 
proviſion of preaching be ever again exalted and 
abuſed to the neglecting, deſpiſing and diſ 

raging of our publick worſhip, as it was : 
fore the great Rebellion, it might well provoke 
God to take it again from us; and inſtead 
thereof to feed our luſts with preaching , as 3 


bar Eg the Iſraelites with quails, dll it came 
12 


out 
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out of their noſtrils, and berams# arb how 


znto them. It was a remarkable ſaying, foun- 


ded on the reaſon of things, that a 


ing Church cannot ſtand; and it is alſo — F 


ed on the judgments of God, that a Church, 


which places its religion in preaching, ſhall 


never ſtand. 
After the Sermon the Congregation, otgh 


there be no Communion, yer is not A 


= without prayers and the Bleſſing. 


The prayer for the CnuxcHMILITANT con- 


rains in It ſupplications, prayers, and inter. 


ceſſions, and giving thanks for all men, for 
Kings, and all in authority, as the Apoſtle 
directs. Which expreſſion of our univerſal 


charity is highly neceſſary, when there is a 


celebration of the Lord's Supper: but when 


there is none; yet being a general Interceſſion, 
it is neceſſary to fill up and compleat the He- 


cond Service, which is a diſtin& Service, and 
in che firſt Inſtitution was performed at diffe- 


rent times v. 


= This Prayer is an abſtract of the Litany, and is the ſame 
in ſubſtance as to the chief materials, tho' contracted into a 


Collect; which in ancient N was called ee K- 


TY or Men; Colle. 


Laſt 


tad Aa mw, i ty oLFL pa eee 


tw = XX. - OA Sto 6s wa RN 


K bo 


in the Common Prayer. 


Laſt of all comes the *BLEss1NG to be given Serm. 
« by the Prieſt, or Biſhop, if preſent”.: This Iv. LES 


was ſo highly eſteemed in the Primitive times, 
that none durſt go out of the Church till they 
had received it, as was enjoined by ſeveral 


Councils. And when they received it, they 


did it kneeling or bowing down their heads, 


And this was done in imitation of the Jewiſh 
manner, which is thus deſcribed. hen the Eccluf. 
Service was finiſhed, the High-prieft liftgd ** *** 


up his hands over the Congregation to give 
the bleſſing of the Lord with his lips; ang 
they bowed themſelves to worſhip the Lord 
that they might receive the bleſſing from the 
Lord the Moſt-high. Thus did the Jews : 
for they conſidered it as the bleſſing not of man, 


but of God. They had indeed his expreſs pro- 


miſe for it, when given in the publick wor- 
ſhip. And the Lord ſpake unto Moles, ſay- 
ing, Speak to Aaron and his Sons, ſaying, 


On this wiſe ſhall ye bleſs the Children of 


lirael: The * Lord bleſs thee, and fo on: and 
| L T7 | —_ 


— 


A Note that the Form of this Chriſtian Bleſſing runs in the 
name of the three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
into which we are baptized: and therefore ſeemingly moſt 


proper for the uſe of the Chriſtian Church: however the 
Calviniſts chuſe to make uſe of the Jewiſh Form. 


Note 
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Serm. they ſhall put my name upon the Children 
IV. of Iſrael, and I will bleſs them. . 
 WYV. © The fame authority to bleſs, yea and greater 
authority than this, ſeems to be given to the 
Lake 1c. Miniſters of the Goſpel. For into whatever 
houſe they ſhall enter, and ſhall ſay, peace 
be to this houſe, if the ſon of peace be 
there; that is, according to interpretation, 
if he that dwells there, do not hinder it by his 
wickedneſs, or reject it through unbelief, then 
their peace ſhall be upon him. If not, if he | 
be not capable nor worthy of their Bleſſing, it 
hall turn to them again. And if this virtue 
be annexed to the Bleſſing of the Biſhop or 
Prieſt, ſo as to go and come with it, when 
beſtowed upon a private houſe; how much 
more when diſpenſed in the houſe of God, in 
his name and by his command, over the holy 


Congregation? As many of them doubtleſs as 
are ſons of peace, as are capable and deſirous 


thereof, upon them ſhall the Bleffing of the 
Miniſter reſt: but from them that are not, that 
either neglect or reject it, 5 I ng _ 
turn to him again, 


Note As; that the Rubric orders this bleſſing to be given 
by the Prieft or Biſhop : and therefore it ought not to be pro- 
nounced by a Deacon; much leſs by the People: and therefore 
their repeating it after the Prieſt, is not only a token of groſs 
— but an * * upon the Prieſtly Office. 


| have 
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I have now gone through the defign I pro- IV. 
poſed: a work, if leſs entertaining, yet I hope 


the more edifying: a work, I am fure, at no 
time unſerviceable, in theſe times not unſea- 
ſonable. We behold then our publick Service 
from one end to the other, from the Exhorta- 
tion to the Blefling: and tho' it be laid out in 
ſo narrow and imperfect a delineation, yet up- 


on the whole we may well cloſe with that ex- 


clamation of the Prophet concerning Sion, how 
great is its goodueſs, and how great 2s its 
( ((( OEIREES e $a 

And J ought not to omit that memorable 


_ teſtimony, worthy not only to be fired upon 


record, but to be engraven upon the horns 
of the altar, which was given our Common- 
prayer by the King and Parliament in that 


Act, which eſtabliſhed the uſe of it. That 


it was BY THE A1D oF THE Holy Gnosr, 
with uniform Agreement concluded and ſet 
forth, &c. May it ever enjoy the ſame teſti- 
many from their Succeſſors; and may they ever 


ſupport, ſtrengthen and invigorate thoſe Laws, 


which have been placed as a fence about it; 
that no perſons whatſoever preſume under the 
higheſt ? Penalties to preach, declare, oꝛ ſpeak 


L 4 any 
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IV. ſpifing of the laid Bonk, oz auy thing there- 
Nin contained, oz any part thereof, - 
I ſhall now make ſome general obſervations 

upon our Liturgy: And 


that the Form of bidding prayer is not itſelf 


the Church: For, 

i, Such a prayer in the Pulpit i is | wholly 
ſuperfluous. For the Common-prayer is per- 
fect in its extent: therein we have already 
pray d for all things neceſſary foꝛ the ſoul 


tion, where there is no defect? This prayer 
then of the Miniſter, be it ever ſo, excellent, 
can be but repetition ; this ſupply can be but 
ſuperfluity. Bur alas! 


mon- prayer. For this is perfect in its; form, 

as well as extent: as therein we pray for all 
| things, ſo we pray for them in the beſt man- 
ner; even (as we have ſeen). in the beauty of 
holineſs. And whatever ſome ignorant and 
conceited people may imagine, yet God forbid 
that any Miniſter of our Church ſhould. be ei- 
ther ſo conceited or ignorant, as to bring his 
own compoſures into compariſon with the pray- 
ers s of the Church: which, let ſuch know, a 


Serm. any. thing in derogation, depꝛabing, oz de- 


Firſt, From the perfection of it 1 ddr 


a prayer, nor could be ſuch in the intention of 


and body. What need therefore of this addi- 


2% It muſt be far inferior alſo to Pa Com- 


in the Common P rayer. 
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ſuch there be) the finer they are, are the more Serm. 


improper; men 25 — 


nauſeous. 


AA N ee quake 5 an — 
ferior and ſuperfluous addition to our Service; 


ſo the Church, which does nothing in vain, 


deſign d it to be, not a prayer, but a direction 
or exhortation to the People; telling them 
4 before-hand, what they are at that time more 


« eſpecially: to pray for in the Lord s- prayer, 
as the judicious: Sparrow explains i gs + 


Now the very form of it deckees an 


much: for were it a prayer, it would be ad- 


dreſſed to God; whereas it is directed to the 


People. Thus it begins: 7e ſhall pray for 


* Chriſt's holy Catholic, &c. and fo runs 


all along; © ye ſhall alſo pray, &c,” and in the 
body of it the Miniſter ſaith, and herein [ 
* Fequi ire you moſt eſpecially to pray for the 


« King's moſi excellent Majeſty , withour 
doubt ſpeaking to the People, not to God. 


Then he recites all the King's Titles at length, 
which, were it a prayer, would be neither ne- 


ceſſary nor proper: otherwiſe the Church had 


_ doubtleſs inſerted them in all, at leaſt in ſome 
one of, the prayers for the King, 

Laſtly, As the Form itſelf, ſo the poſturs 
of the Miniſter in delivering it, which is ſtand- 
ing, ſhews it to be an Echortation; which 


i 
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Serm. would be * kneeling, were it a prayer: And 
IV. therefore when he hath in this Exhortation re- 
cſtted the ſeveral heads of prayer, for which 


the people are to join with him ſummarily in 
the Lord's-prayer, he then together with the 


People kneeleth down, and prayeth, ſaying the 
Lord' r n the N ought to a- 


company h 


But farther, if 8 of bidding prayer | 
were changed into an actual prayer, it would 
be the very fame in ſubſtance as the. prayer for 


the Church Militant: and if it were drawn up, 
ar briefly as conveniently may be, it would 
be nearly the ſame in the expreſſions. If chen 
this be uſed before the Sermon, the other co- 


ming after it, would be but repetition. But 
alas! theſe prayers: as they break thro' the in- 
tention of the Church, ſo commonly go beyond 


the extent of her directions. For they are. ſo 
far from being drawn up, as briefly as conve- 
weently may be, that I do affirm, that they ge- 
nerally equal in length all the prayers of the 
foregoing Service (excluſive of the Litany) put 


well as kneel, in prayer; but then he never does both, or 
changes his poſture, in the ſame prayer; which he does in 
the preſent caſe, if the whole be a prayer. Note, tho' the 
Title be, 4 form of prayer; yet a Title cannot over-rule the 
ſenſe, much leſs: alter the letter of a Canon, any more than 


of a Segtuts. , 
| This 


»I grant, as ſome object, that the Miniſter may ftand as 


mthe F WTR Prayer. 


This prayer of the Miniſter before che Set- Serm. 
mon, be it of what ſort or ſize it will, is not IV. 
only contrary to the intention of the Church. 


but alſo to the Law of the Land: which in the 
ſame * Statute, wherein it eſtabliſhes the Book 
of Common-prayer, Enadts, that if any H- 
« nifler whatſoever ſhall uſt any other open 
« prayer, than is mention'd and ſet forth in 
« the ſaid boot, he ſhall be ſubject o depri- 
vation and impriſonment. © By open prayer is 
© meant, faith the Act, that projer which 
* others are to come unto and hear in common 
« Churches and private Chapels. 3 
No theſe Conſtitutions and Laws were 
founded on the higheſt reaſons. For when 
before the great Rebellion men began to tranſ- 
greſs thoſe bounds, changing this Form of bid- 
ding prayer into an actual prayer, and therein 
venting their own enthuſiaſtical effuſions, they 
quickly brought the Common- prayer into con- 
tempt, and thereby the Church and State into 
ruin. Behold then what a great fire a litthe 
matter kindleth. The abuſe of this Canon, 
as inconſiderable as it may ſeem to ſome, was 
one main cauſe and engine, that brought on 
the Rebellion ; thoſe wicked Miniſters making 
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Serm. che Pulpit the trumpet of ſedition mere by this 
IV. licence of praying in . than of nm 


Since then this private prayer of the Mini 
ſter before the Sermon is an innovation, con- 
trary to the intention of the Church and Law 
of the Land: ſince it muſt be in itſelf wholly 
ſyperfluous and far inferior to the Common- 

prayer; and ſince in its conſequences it tends 
directly to the derogation „and de ſpi ſing, if 
not depraving of it; and hath once proved 
actually deſtructive to it, and thereby to our 
Church itſelf; we hope that the friends both of 
our Church and Liturgy will approve the reſo- 
lution, of thoſe, who, purſuant to the late In- 
JUNCTIONS, chuſe rather to return to the for- 
mer uſage, enactod by authority; than to go 
on in an error, crept in only by connivance. 

Secondly, I obſerve in favour of our Litur- 
gy, that it ſets a firm guard to the Doctrine of 

the ever-bleſſed Trinity, and fences i it in on eve- 
ry ſide. 

The frequent rehearſals of the Doxology are 
ſo many witneſſes to it. The ſeveral Creeds 
rehearſed at their appointed times, the Apoſtles 

daily, che Nicene weekly, the Athanaſian 
monthly, are placed (as it were) at ſeveral ſta- 
tions to guard it. The Invocations in the Li- 
tany, addreſſed to each Perſon ſeparately, and 


then 
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immoveable defence to it. The Feaſt of Tri- 


glory to it. And as if all this care were nor 


enough, as none can be too much, I cannot but 


remark, that on the three great Feſtivals and 
their Ocraves, Chriſtmas, Eafter, and Whit 


ſuntide, the Collects at the concluſion give equal 
glory to the three Perſons, running thus, theo 


157 
then to -all jointly, tho' an accidental, are an * 
nity is the appointed Anniverſary, fixed in ou 
Calendar, not only to be a guard, but to give | 


15 


Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Low, who liveth and 


reigneth with thee and the ſame Spirit, or 
in the unity of the ſame Spirit, ever one 
God,” wozld without end. And leſt the con- 
cluſions in the other Collects generally running 


in the name of Jeſus Chat our Low, ſhould 


imply any inferiority in the Son, as touching 


his Godhead, and fo not the proper object of 


worſhip with the Father, there is one ſtanding 
Collect in the Morning and Evening Service, 
that is directed to the 2 Son; and that it may 
be the more remarkable, it is that prayer, which 
ſumms up and reinforces all the reſt, I mean, 
the prayer of C fe 1 


K 


3 —_ 


| 2 Which appears from this expreſſion, gathered rogether in 
thy name : and therefore it concludes not, as the other Col- 
. in the name of f Jeſu becauſe directed to him. 


Thus 
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nate: Thus is our Liturgy a, faithful guardian of 
IV. chis fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Re- 
N "> gion, upon which all our orthodoxy in the 


leſſer points depends, and from the corruption 
of which all heterodoxy, ſcepticiſm, and er- 


ror, naturally ſpring. Hence it was a general 
obſervation to the eternal renown of our Li- 


turgy, that when it was ſwept away in the tor- 


tent of the Rebellion, many damnable doc- 


trines, ſtrange hereſies, and ſtrange Sects, new 
ſpecies and ſpawns of Religions, grew up and 


covered the Land. When this with the Prieſt- 


hood was driven out of the Sanctuary, it eame 


to paſs, that the cormorant and bittern poſ- 


felfed it, the owl alſo and the, raven dwelt 
init; there the vulturs alſo were ane 
every one with his nate. 


Thirdly, 1 obſerve in behalf of our Eg 


chat as it promotes Orthodoxy i in us, as Chriſti- 
ans; fo doth it Loyalty in us; as Subjects: a 
duty, which our Church binds upon dur con- 


ſteiences in her Articles, Homilies, and Cunſti- 

tut ions; but in her Femme mouths, 
and confirms and ſanctifies by prayer. This ſhe | 
| doth in every diviſion of her Service. Firſt in 


that ejaculation, © Lob, ſave the Ring: then 
in a full diſtin& prayer for the King, another 
for the Royal Family, both together exceeding 


in Teng even the interceſſional prayer © for 


« all 


in v the . Kr. 


« all conditions of men: Ig the Litaay are Sem 
chree diſtinct petitions for the King, and one W. 
for the Royal Family: In the Communion- 


Service, which conſiſts bur of few. prayers, 
there are two provided for the King : and laſt- 
ly, in the prayer for the Church Militant, there 
is again an expreſs interceſſion for him: Thus 


in the daily Service there is a double, but on 


the Sundays and Holidays there is a fourfold 
ſupplication for him. And that excellent 

and Martyr, who dy d for and with this 

lent Church, was ſo ſenſible of her abundant 
Loyalty teſtify'd in her publick worſhip, chat 
he thus declares in that memorable: obſervation 


of his, © one of the greateſt faults ſome men 
found with the Common-prayer was 


« this, that it taught them 'o pray fo R for 
« him“. 

Vet i it beaches and obliges her 3 to 
pray as oft for every one, that ſitteth on this 


Throne, And after all ſhall the imputation of 


diſloyalty be ever charged upon the Church ? 
Is this the return to ber repeated ſupplications? 
Nay, ſhall her Loyalty be thought inferior to, 
or even compared with that of the Sectariſt; 

who, whatever they do in their prayers,. yet in 
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Sm. bead ef the Church; nay, who diſwn the 
IV. King's Supremacy, not only as we hold, in op- 

| VV poſition to the Pope, but allo his Bupithnacy | 

in oppoſition to the People; for whom, as 


they aſſert, Kings are ordained, and by whom 


_ they may be reſiſted? Shall her ſubjection be 


leſs ſecure, who acknowledges before the Altar, 
that God is the only ruler of Pꝛinces, and 
that we obey them in him and fo2- him, and 


that this is accowding to his blefled woꝛd and 


o dinance; ſhall, I ſay, her ſubjection be leſs 
ſecure, than that of Thoſe, who aſſert that 


Kings are accountable to their People, and that 


refiſtance is the right and ordinance of Na- 

ture? My Brethren, ſhould we in vindicating, 
yea commending our Church on this behalf, 
hold our peace, the very ſtones of the 


ry, where theſe prayers are daily made, 771 | 


cry out againſt us. If her Children be at any 
time ſeduced into diſloyalty, let them anſwer 
for it in their own perſons: but tis injuſtice as 


well as ingratitude, to charge it upon the Church; 


for twas never law with God or man, that the 
parent Jhould bear rhe iniquity of the chil- 
dren. | 

| Fourthh, 1 obſerve of our Liturgy, chat as 
it eminently promotes Loyalty in us, as Sub- 
2 2 e 


Now 
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r the arab merents 
3 and in them all towards the Mini- IV. 
ſter, and in the Miniſter towards them; be. 


« tween whom (as Biſhop Sparrouꝰs 'words 
« are) there daily and eee paſs in 
« the hearing of God and in the preſence of 
his holy Angels ſo many heavenly acclamati- 
ons, mutual provocations, joint petitions, 
* ſongs of praiſe, confeflions of one faith. As 
« for inſtance, when the Prieſt makes their 
« ſuits, and they with one voice ſay, Amen: 
or when he joyfully begins, and they with 
« like alacrity follow, dividing betwixt them the 
© ſentences, each ſtriving to ſhew his own, 
© and to ſtir up others zeal to the glory of 
God, as in the Pſalms and Hymns: or when 
e they mutually pray for each other, the Prieſt 
< for the People and the People for him, as in 
« the ſentences before the Morning Collects: 
« or when the Prieſt propoſes to God the peo- 
« ples neceſſities, and they their own requeſts 
« for relief in each of them, as in the Lita- 
ny: or when he proclaims the law of God 
« to them, as in 1 Commandments; they 
« ſabjoining their acknowledgment of their 
x tranſgreſſion, and ſupplication for grace to 

perform them: all theſe interlocutory forms 


of adoration muſt of neceſſity and in- 
LT * flame 
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Serm. flame a mutual love of the people to each 


TV, other, and 2 joint love of all to the Prieſt. 


wv For where there is fuch an union in worſhip, 
' there cannot be much diſſenſion in life: where 
the people offer up ſo many prayers and inter- 
ceſſions for each other, they cannot entertain 
thoughts or meaſures to revenge, bite, and de- 


vour one another. Again, it unites the affe- 


ctions of the people to their Miniſter, by 


. whom, with whom, and for whom, they pray 
dail unto God. From his lips they receive 
abſolution; and who is he, that will requite 


with an accuſation ? By him they are diſmiſſed 


"7: a Sanctuary with a bleſſing; and what is he, 
that can at the door return it with curſing, by 
ſaying or — * evil 3 
him? 

Wat then can be Gill ere co the advantage 
of our Liturgy, than that it makes men good 
_ Chriſtians, living « & in the true faith and fear 
ce of God; good Subjects, living © in humble 
'« obedience to the King; and good neighbours, 
living in HO love oy charity one to 
4 another? 
Fifthly, The laſt ne which I would 
make upon our r Liturgy, and which T would 
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fix upon mens minds, as worthy obſervation, is Sem 
this; that our Church hath had great regard IV. 
to the honour and comfort of the People, in 


that they are appointed, either jointly to accom- 
pany the Miniſter, or to bear a ſeparate part, 


in almoſt all the whole compaſs of the Ser- 


vice: which therefore juſtly claims an equal 
regard, eſteem, and honour from them, eſpe- 
cially in compariſon of and before the way of 
the Diſſenters. For among them the People 
are wholly excluded: they are not appointed, 
nor allowed to join in any part, not ſo much as 
in the confeſſion of fin, nor in the confeſſion - 
of faith, not in the Lord's-prayer; not allowed 
to offer up the leaſt ejaculation, not even to 
fay, Amen. Whereas in our Service the Peo- 
ple, as is ſhewn in the foregoing obſervation, 
are all along appointed and called upon to join 
with their voices: neither are they any where 


excluded, but where tis * for chem 


be admitted. 

| Wherefore let the Secrariſis FRET © our 
Common-prayer, as an Idol, and the frequen- 
ters of it, as ſuperſtitious; let them mock, as of 


old, at our People, * 


* Preface to the Diefory. 
 _M2 * themfeves 
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i themſelves with their preſence at that Ser- 


IV. „ vice, and their lip-labour in bearing a part in 


WWW 
Numb. 


20. 


. they harden themſelves in their igno- 
« rance ;” yet let our people themſelves glory 
in it as their high privilege, and hold it faſt as 


their bleſſed advantage; and if in this thing be 


their ignorance, may they be. more and more 


harden'd in their ignorance. However let thoſe 


inſtructors of the ignorant be inſtructed in one 


ching; ; that this way of the Peoples bearing a 
part in the Service was not only uſed by the 
* Ancients, but that for this very reaſon the Ser- 
vice itſelf was called Common-prayer. 


But then, my Brethren, ſince ye are ſo high- 


1 and honoured in our publick wor- 
ip; ſurely as this ſhould induce you to love, 


Honour, and eſteem it; fo ſhould you ſtudy to 


expreſs this your acknowledgment by joining 
only in thoſe parts, which are appointed you; 


and by no. means intrenching upon the parts 
appropriated to the Miniſter: which I ſhall a- 
gain recite to you, to fix them upon your me- 
mories. 

Firnſt, ſuch are the pronouncing the Angouw- 
TION and the PW theſe _ to the 


1 a 4 


* Juſtin Martyr. Apol. 2. St. Aug. Epiſt. 118. 


8 


Prieſt 


„ Ern weed an tw . EY PW 8 
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nds © tw wat bod 
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8 
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in the Common Prayer. 


Prieſt alone: chey are eſſential to his Office: Serm. 
and no man can take to himſelf tho honour of IV. 


pronouncing theſe, any more than of the Office 


itſelf. Wherefore when the Prieſt ſtanding up 
pronounces theſe, I entreat above all things, 
that the whole Congregation, being upon their 
knees, would attend and receive them with fi- 
lence; and not declare the groſs ignorance of 


che heart by the leaſt motion of the lips. 


In like manner when he readeth the Ex- 
HORTATION, what an abſurdity is it for the 
People to repeat it after him? For are all 
Prieſts? Where then is the Congregation? Qr 
do all Exhort? Who then are to > liſten to the 
Exhortation ? 

It were much to be ted chat not pu 


in theſe caſes of abſurdity, but that even in 
the prayers, where the People are bound to ac- 
company the Miniſter with the heart, they 
would not do it alſo with the lips; and this not 


becauſe of any corruption, but only becauſe it 


breeds confuſion. Far this reaſon in the con- 


feflion of fin, where they are to accompany | 
the Miniſter, the Rubric directs them to do ir 


only with an humble voice why? leſt the 
ſound of all ſhould turn it into the noiſe of a 
multitude, and not the voice of a Congrega- 
an. 'Tis is evident from the Rubric, that the 


N 3 Church 
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- Serm. Church never intended, that the People ſhould 
TV. repeat the words of the Prayers after the Mi- 
VV niſter, but only (as ſhe directs) that at che end 


of each they ſhould * Answtr and ſay, d Amen. 
Now to whom ſhould the People anſwer? Not 


to themſelves; for that is an abſurdity: no, but 


to the Miniſter, who hath alone offered up the 
prayer for them, and which they make their 
own by ſealing it with an Amen. If they ſay 


Amen, they have no need to repeat the Prayer: 
or if they will repeat the Prayer, they have no 
need to fay Amen: for what is this, but to 
make anſwer to themſelves? e 


1 * —C 


* Rubric after Abſolution. _ 
b Amen is uſed at the end of the Prayers, Creeds, and in 
the Commination: and has accordingly different Senſes. 


After a prayer it is requeſting , Do be it, or this is my 


| defire. Aſter the Creed it is affirming Join'd with confeſ- 


ſion: Do it is, or this is my belief. After the Curſes in the 
Comm ation it is barely ir ming, namely, that theſe Curſes 


. are due to ſuch Tranſgreſſors; but without any aR of wiſh- 
ing or requeſting, that it may fall upon: them. The words 


"are, © Curſed is he that, exc. and not curſed be he. 


It is to be ſaid by the People, (not the Clerk alone) as the 


fHieron. 
in 2. 
Prem. 


Gal. 

1 Clem. 
Alexand. 
Stromat. 


. . 


Rubric after the Abſolution directs. St. Jerome ſays, that it 
was pronounced in ſuch a manner by all the People, that it 
reſembled the ſound of Thunder. In the f African Church, 
where they prayed ſlanding, at pronouncing Amen they 
raiſed themſelves on tip- toe, to expreſs their earneſtneſs. 
| But whatever our poſture or voice be, let it be * faid 


Programs ci: ts gol | % 


- wy. 
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Prayers after the Miniſter hath not the leaſt 
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This too general cuſtom of repeating the Serm. 


IV. 


apology for itſelf, but that it is a cuſtom: it VV, 


is doubtleſs a diſſervice to the worſhipper, as 
well as a diſorder to the worſhip. Sure I 4s) 
ic rather weakens, than helps the intention 
the mind; it runs out ſometimes into a work. 


of the lips, (as 'tis objected) and nor of the 
heart, too viſible among the ignorant ſort, and 
therefore more excuſable; I wiſh it were only 
among them, ſome haſtening on before, ſome 


coming after, pthers falling in together with a 


promiſcuous uncertainty ; inſomuch - that St. 


Paul's reproof to the Corinthians in a like 
diſorder, might be very applicable to many of 

qur Congregations; ſhould thoſe come in, that 
are unlearned or unbeletvers, hearing all 
ſpeak together, would they not ſay, that ye 


are mad? The complaint of this diſorder be- 
ing often made by you your ſelves, may the 


better be born from us. For we do not ſay 


theſe things to caſt a ſnare upon any, nor to 


entangle or hinder any perſon's devotion ; but 


only for that which is comely, and that you 


may attend upon the Lord without this uſu- 


al diftrafFion. What rule then, my Beloved, 
would you defire for your behaviour in the 


Church? The beſt, the only rule is to obſerre 


M 4 | che 
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Serm. the rules laid dun in her Mi e bt 65 


IV: go beyond them in doing more or leſs, not to 
intrench upon the Prieſt's Office by improper 
repetitions, nor to neglect your own by a 
ſloathful ſilence; ; but conforming 1 in all things 
to her orders, in time, in voice, and in ge- 
ſtures, ye ſhall not fail to worſhip the Lord 


in the beauty of holineſs. | 


And now what remains, but that we rejoice 
and j Joy together in our exceeding great hap- 
pineſs, and that in the beſt of things, our Re- 
ligious Worſhip; an happineſs far ſuperior to 
what other Churches or Sets enjoy, or rather 


fanſy they enjoy. As to Popery, from which 


we reformed, tho its worſhip be ſo adorned 
and beautify'd with variety, yet it is fadly 
ſtain d with errors and idolatry ; beſides it is 


ſaid in an unknown tongue. But however were 


it clear'd from theſe e objections, yet the frame 
of it, as laid out ih the Roman Breviary, s 
ſo broken, perplexed, and obſcured, that it is 
ſearce an intelligible, how then a reaſonable 
Service? And as to the whole body of the 
Dilſenters among us, beſides their foundati- 


on in Schi ſin, no trivial fin, what can be ſaid 


in vindication of their worſhip, when conſi- 


4 in its own meanneſs; much leſs when 


compared with the excellency of outs? Where- 


1 we Lad Wl kd — : 


in the G Prayer: 


in there is no/confeſtion of in aide by he Smd 
People, no abſolution given by che Miniſter,” IV. 8 


no appointment of Pfalms, no choice of Lefſ-+ 
ſons, no rehearſal of the Creeds, no variety of 


Collects, no Litany, no Commandtnents, ſel 
dom the Lord's Supper, ſeldomer, if ever, the | 


Lord's Prayer: wherein alſo there are no ſo- 


lemn Feſtivals obſerved; ſo far from ir, chat 


not only the leſßſes ſet apart in memory of the 
Apoſtles and Saints, but alſo the greater hal. 
low d to the honour of our Lord himſelf, vi. 


of his nativity, his reſurrection, and ſending 


the Holy Ghoſt, Feſtivals. which the Catholick 


© -Chiurch hach 6er catebjuied;; ate find In -derk 


fion. Inſomuch that if I would ſet che com- 

iſon between them and us in a true light; 
there is the ſame diſproportion between their 
worſhip thus unform'd and indigeſted, and ours 
appearing in its daily beauty and moving round 
in its annual courſe; as there was between the 


* world, when it was a chaos wirb- 
out form and void; and when after the fix | 


days WERE ITO gal ens 4 


—— 


yer ſuperior-as our Form- af Worſhip 
2 00tham bode fie hone — 
ed by both; by Popery, when in its infant e- 
b when come to its full 
* 
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Seem. ſbengch. And e boch times it was ſealed wich 
IV. blood; under Popery with che blood of its 


Compilers, under the Diſſenters with the blood 
of its Royal Defender. And having been 
twice thus gloriouſly ſealed, and twice as mi- 
raculouſly reſtored, and that even out of the 
laſt great deluge, God ſeems to have eſtabliſh- 
ed an everlaſting cavenant with it, that there 
_ not any more be the like flood to defirey 
And there ſeems many bleſſed omens, 
3 it ſhall ſtand faſt and flouriſh. For be- 
ſides the many gracious aſſurances of protecti- 
on from the Trxrons, the people likewiſe ſeem 
univerſally ſet in its defence. The Church with 
its Prieſthood was never more generally belov- 
ed, its worſhip never more frequented, its al- 
tars never more crouded, than at this day. 
And no wonder: for to all the middle ranks 
of mankind it is the chief delight, and to the 
| Poorer ſort it is the only comfort they have in 
this world: the only refreſhment they have af- 
ter their weekly labours, is to behold the fair 
beauty of the Lord, and to viſit his Tem- 
ple; whoſe houſe is open to the poor as well 
as the rich, and at whoſe altars the hireling is 
-as welcome as his Lord. Whereas the great 
men, the wealthy, and the mighty, have a 
ufd other ways and places of delight and 
amuſement; 


in the Common Prayer. 


amuſement: they can frequent the Theatres Serm. 
day after day, where no time is too tedious, IV. 
nor expence too great. But to the middle ranks WV 


of the world, and to the lower and poorer ſort, 
which together make up the bulk of mankind, 
to theſe, I fay, the houſes of God are the on- 
ly places of reſort, of comfort, and delight. 
No wonder therefore, chat they generally love. 
above all things the Church with its worſhip 
and Miniſtry, whilſt the other are apt to neg- 
le& and to treat them with derifion. Thus 
it was with Chriſt the Maſter, and thus it 
will always be with his Servants; that he 
elders, and the chief among men, ſet them 
at nought ; 5 bur the common people hear rb 


gladh. 


Let us then rejoyce e Miter and 55 


People, —— happineſs, that we are 
born and bred up in the boſom of this Church; 
where we are enter d by Baptiſm, inſtructed in 
the Catechiſm, ſealed by Confirmation, nouriſh- 
ed by the Sacrament, taught by the preaching 
of the word, honoured and comforted by her 
publick worſhip. - But what returns can we 
make to our holy Mother, for all theſe benefits 
ſhe hath done unto us? What but to love, 
honour, and obey, and to defend her againſt 
5 her enemies. In the camp of 1/7 ae} the ta- 
; bernacle | 


172 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Ser, bernacle with the tribe of Levi was placed in 
_— IV. che middle of the encampment, and all the 


Numb. 
"Re . 


other tribes encamped round about: and thus 
in our Iſrael, all orders, profeſſions, and ranks 
of men, reſembling the ſeveral tribes, ſhould 
in their proper ſtations encamp about the 
Church with the ſons of Levi, the Clergy, to 
guard them from the adverſary. We who wait 
at her altars, beſides the common ties of other 
Chriſtians, have peculiar obligations as Mini- 
ers, to love and defend her to the uttermoſt. 


As for myſelf, I believe and am perſuaded, that 


ſhe is the beſt Church now in the whole world: 


that her worſhip is neareſt to the Primitive 


form, in as great purity and beauty of holineſs, 


as 4 is well capable of in this ſtate of imperfec- 


tion. I firmly belieye, that the Government of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, eſtabliſhed in 
-her, in which achar Proteſtant Churches are 


deficient, I believe that this Government, (as 1 
ſaid before) was appointed by Chriſt and every 


vrhere planted by his Apoſtles. And I truſt every 
true Member, much more every true Miniſter 


of this Church, is ready and willing to join 


wich me in this perſuaſion; and being thus per- 


ſuaded to join with me alſo in this profeſſion, 
with regard to our Eſtabliſhed Church: that 


ee, (fa without chat all our 


profeſ. 
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profeſſions are but preſumptions) by God's af- Serm. 
ſiſtance, if 1 ſhould die with ber, I waA IV. 
not deny ber i in any . | WR: 


WRC, Lan 128 c—_— 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſi, be aſtribed 
all honour and glory now * for 

ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 


